
General Biblical Words for Prayer 
 

I. Hebrew 
1. palal:  Verb, To pray   (noun form,  tepillah = prayer) 

a) To call on God to assess a need presented and act upon it 
b) The dependence and humility of the one praying 
c) An appeal for a divine decision 

2. na’  :   A particle expressing entreaty 
a) as in “We pray”  (found 400 times in OT) 
b) Translated “O” as in Ps. 118:25 

3. ‘atar:   Verb, to pray or entreat 
a) Stresses the earnestness and intensity of the one praying. 

4. sa’al:  Verb, to ask or inquire  (used 700 times in OT) 
a) May be any sort of legitimate asking, whether of God or any other person 
b) Usually the word used when “inquiring of the Lord” 

5. ‘anah:  Verb, to hear. 
a) Translated “Hear Me!” when crying out to the Lord in desperation. 

6. Paga:  Verb, to meet, to encounter 
a) In Hithpael stem (most common stem for words about prayer) it came to mean to intercede. 

7. Hanan:  Verb, to be gracious 
a) In Hithpael stem came to mean supplication as in, “be gracious to me.” 

II. Greek 
1. Proseuchomai:  Verb,  to pray or entreat 

a) General word for any address of a deity in the Greek language 
b) usually meant asking for something, but could also include praise, thanksgiving, and other forms 

of address. 
2. Aiteo:  Verb, to ask for or request 

a) Common word for simply asking for something 
3. Deomai:  Verb, to ask, request, beseech 

a) Used for specific requests emphasizing the existence of need 
b) Often used in intercession for others 

4. Erotao: Verb, to ask a question or make a request 
a) Often used of questions asked of Jesus in the Gospels 

5. Entynchano:  Verb, to intercede 
a) Emphasizes our freedom to come to the Lord and the Spirit’s intercession for us.  (Romans 8:26, 

The Spirit intercedes for us ..) 
 
III. Note:  These terms indicate that any address to God can fall under the broad heading of “prayer”, but they are 

heavily weighted toward request and intercession, demonstrating need and dependence. Both Hebrew and 
Greek have different words for praise, thanksgiving and worship, which might also fall under the heading of 
prayer, but which form their own headings as well. 


