
Jesus on Prayer 

In that day you will ask in my name, and I do not say to you that I will ask the Father on your behalf; for the Father himself loves you, 

because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God. 

John 16:26-27 

New Covenant prayer is arguably the single greatest practical privilege we have as Christians. Jesus is basically telling 

his friends that soon they will be able to pray the same way he does—directly to God as their Father based on a 

personal covenant love relationship that cannot fail. This is a distinctly new sort of experience he bestows on his 

disciples, or he wouldn’t have been as excited about it as he was. He is far more enthused about our potential prayer 

life than we are (Lk.11:1-13; 18:1-8; Jn.15:16; 16:23-24).  Note four things he says in this passage about Christian 

prayer: 

First, prayer is in his name. That makes it in some mysterious and powerful way an improvement over prayer offered 

under the Old Covenant. A Christian is metaphysically joined to the authority and identity of Christ, the Messiah, 

God’s own Son (the name), by simple faith (“believing that I came from God”).  And because we are under his 

grace and authority, we come into the Father’s presence in a relationship to him unknown prior to Christ 

(Rom.8:14-17; Heb.4:14-16). Before the gospel, before the work of the cross, this was not available. Jesus 

(shockingly) said that among the OT believers there was nobody greater than John the Baptist (A very radical 

thought in light of all the great names in the Old Testament!). And yet the least in the kingdom of God is greater (in 

a better position) than John (Lk.7:28). He must be referring to the work of regeneration and justification that comes 

in Christ to the simplest Christian, and with that New Covenant work—the right to pray like the Son of God himself. 

Wow! 

Second, we call God “Father” when we talk to him, just like Jesus did. This was not done prior to Christ and was in 

fact one of the outstanding characteristics of his own prayer life. It is not found in any other religion and not 

available through any other message than the gospel of Christ. This means that what passes for “prayer” in much of 

the world, because it is emphatically not in the name of Christ, is not anything like what goes on in the smallest 

gathering of the humblest Christians. Wow! 

Third, the Father hears us directly and personally, just like he heard Jesus. Jesus says that he will not ask the Father on our 

behalf, but our prayers are heard immediately by God himself. This means, among other things, that we don’t need 

other angelic or saintly “mediators” to “get God’s ear” for us (1 Tim.2:5; Heb.4:14-16). This does not mean that 

Christ does not speak to the Father about us. He does (Heb.7:25; 1 Jn.2:1-2). But it does mean that our access to the 

Father is, like Jesus’ access, instant, constant, secure, personal, and effective through the Holy Spirit (Rom.8:26). 

Wow! 

Fourth, the Father hears our prayers because he loves us. Because we love Jesus, the Father loves us like he loves his own 

son. Consider the fact that God loves you as much as he loves Christ Jesus himself. In fact, he gave his son up to 

die for us so that he could have us in his family forever (Rom.8:31-32). Most of us simply do not believe this, and 

because we don’t believe it we feel less confident than we should be about our prayers. Wow! 

So, Christian prayer is a unique and powerful right. It is not like pagan prayer, Old Covenant prayer, New Age 

prayer, non-Christian religious prayer, or mystical meditation on the numinous. It is personal, perpetual, open 

communication with the God of the universe as our Father. Let us pray. 


