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Romans 15:22-33 

Trusting God with your Life 
 
 

I. When we come to the Lord, we come into a life of meaning and purpose. 1 Cor.15:58 
A. He was not talking to other apostles, but to garden variety believers, very imperfect ones. 

II. Paul’s meaning and purpose are clear in Romans 15:20-33 
A. It’s always been my calling to preach in fresh territory. 18-22 

1. That’s why I have been hindered in coming to you. 
B. And I have my eye on Spain for future mission …23-24 

1. Which will give me a chance to see you on the way. 
2. No further place (untouched) for me.  Providence within the calling. 

C. But I have one more thing to do:  Jerusalem gift. 25-29 
1. Aid to the saints.  

a) This is serious contribution to the Kingdom. 
b) It meets human need and it supports mission. 

2. Spiritual principle: When God blesses you spiritually, honor him financially. 
3. Question, how is going to Jerusalem with this gift within Paul’s assignment to go to the Gentiles? Answer: It was in keeping 
with his assignment to go to both Jews and Gentiles (1:16-17, Jew first, and also Greek). He wanted to speak to his people in 
their language theologically. And it promoted love and unity between Jewish and Gentile believers, which was a huge priority for 
Paul. 

D. And I really need your prayers. 30-33.  
1. He is asking Gentile believers in Rome to pray for his mission. 

a) Based on the Lord Jesus Christ and  the Spirit’s love 
2. Protection from the “unbelievers” (lit: disobedient) among the Jews. 
3. Acceptance from the believers (bringing “gentile” stuff?) 

 
III. How did Paul trust God in his own life? Some principles that help us. 

A. He lived in the Gospel and viewed life Missionally. 15-21 
1. In the Gospel: in the grace and security of God through Christ. 

a) This is the message of the whole book. (more on this later) 
2. Missional: seeing your life in a context of something more important than you—the work of God on 
earth through the gospel. 1 Cor.15:58 
3. Gospel answers “Why” to our short-term goals. Glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

a) Working a career: Why? to the glory of God, gospel. 
b) Parenting and home-making: Why? to the glory of God 

4. The question is not, “What is your will for my life?” but, “What is your purpose on earth, and how can I be a part of it?” 
5. God’s will is not about our fulfillment or self-actualization but about bringing people out of darkness and into light, saving 
them from hell by faith in Christ (Acts 26:18) 

  



 
B. He Prioritized and stayed on Task. (15: 

1. He let his spiritual priorities limit his physical options.  (see 1:10-13) 
a) Prioritizing always limits options.  If you want to keep all your options open, you will never take a step. 

2. He let his current assignments occupy his full attention. 
a) Do what is at hand.  But now … v. 25  

(1) There are some things that cannot be delegated.  
(2) What is it in your life that nobody else can do? Parenting? Primary things versus secondary 
things?  

b) Finish one thing at a time.  All done here …v. 23  
(1) This may still include some multitasking (Paul was helping the poor on his way to the frontier) 
(2) Life has a rhythm, certain things must be done first. Don’t fret or be anxious about the un-
reached goals. 

c) Don’t do everything. (no more opportunity for me here? Really?) 
(1) Boundaries: He delegated and released ministry to others. (Acts 20) 

d) Discern when you are done. 23 
(1) There are seasons in life, times when certain priorities surface. 
(2) His work was done, but the Spirit’s work would continue through others. 

C. He Planned and trusted Providence. 32, 1:9-10 
1. Planning, for sure, but leaving plans in God’s hands. Jas.4:13-17 

a) He did not trust his plans, but trusted the Father and the Spirit. This is our pattern as well. 
2. Providence is often about timing.  

a) Rome was part of his plan (Acts 19:21) but the timing was not (Acts 23:11) 
b) When I do come it will be in the full blessing of Christ (according to his will 1:10) 

3. Providence is often about trusting God with other people and circumstances out of our control. 
a) In this case, the Roman Christians. (also Acts 20) 

D. He Prayed and took Risks. 30-33 
1. Prayer is always forward-looking… 

a) Make plans to serve the Lord. What would you like to do? Are you praying for that to happen and being faithful in 
what you are doing now? 

IV. Note: He was not afraid of missing God’s will by accident. Why? He knew God loved him in Christ 
and he made decisions in that freedom. 

A. He had much less expectation of ease than we do.  
1. He was no triumphalist. He did not expect an easy time in Jerusalem but was determined to trust the 
Lord with it. The work was worth the risk. (Acts 21:10-14) 
2. He expected a lot less “happiness and fulfillment” from this life. Interesting… 

B. He had much more confidence in prayer than we do… 
1. Strive together with me.  

a) Prayer is a group effort together for the progress of the kingdom in other’s lives. 
2. Protection from the unbelieving Jews (who did almost kill him) 

C. He trusted God’s grace more than we do. Future Grace… 
1. Even though he knew there would be trouble, he knew that the Lord would be with him in it and through 
it. 
2. There are no decisions without Risk, but we move forward still, knowing that because of the gospel, because we are in Christ, 
our prayers are being heard and our ultimate destiny is secure. 

V. Probably because he understood the gospel better than we do. Rom.8:31-32 
A. Paul, despite his troubles in this life, the apparent failure of many of his outreaches (Acts 17, Athens), and his 
rejection by almost all the Jews (Acts 28:23-30) never doubted God’s love for him or his Christian friends. The 
stunning promise of the grace of God in Christ, because of what the Lord has done for us at the cross.  
B. His faith in future grace was based on his experience of past and present grace in Christ. This is living in the 
gospel.  

 


