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Romans 16:1-16 

Friends and Family Plan 
 

I. Matt.16:13-18. The Lord is creating a group of people. 
A. A revealed reality: Jesus Christ is Lord = the seed of the gospel Mk.1:15 
B. A redeemed people = Jesus’ Church 
C. A supernatural victory = the gates of hades (death/hell) will not win. 

 
II. The Gospel is the power of God for salvation. Rom.1:16-17 

A. And the life of the Spirit in the Gospel creates the new Gathering. 

 
III. Romans 16:1-16. Paul greets his friends .  (27 of them) 57 AD.  25 years of public ministry, Paul had a lot of 
friends. 

A. Phoebe (bright, radiant).  1-2 
1. Servant (diakone, servant) probably a known and respected person who helped the church regularly. 
2. Benefactor (prostatis) = benefactor, helper. 

B. Friends. 24 named, 2 un-named, 6 discrete groups (house churches) 
1. Priscilla and Aquilla.  3. 

a) Married Christian couple whom Paul met on his first Corinthian visit in 51 AD.  Tent-makers like 
Paul.  
b) Mentioned 6 times in the NT. Worked with Paul in Ephesus and Corinth 
c) Risked their necks.  Shared danger. 
d) Had a church in their house. 

2. Epenetus.  First convert in Asia (Ephesus). 5 
a) Convert – aparche = firstfruits, beginning of a harvest. 

3. Mary, the hard worker. 6 
4. Andronicus and Junias or Junia.  Probably a female, and married couple. 

a) Fellow prisoners:  had been in prison with Paul 
b) Well known to the apostles (or among the apostles) 
c) Christians before Paul was (over 25 years) 

5. Ampliatus, whom I love in the Lord 
6. Urbanus and Stachys, fellow-worker and loved 
7. Apelles the approved in Christ 
8. Household of Aristobulus, Herodion, Narcissus’ household, Trypheana and Tryphosa, workers 

a) Aristobulus may have been Herod Agrippa’s grandson, already deceased, but his household had 
Christians in it. 

9. Persis (“woman of Persia”), hard worker 
10. Rufus, probably son of Simon of Cyrene, (bro, Alexander) (Mk. 15:21) – and his mother who had been a 
mother to Paul! 



 
IV. Characteristics of Jesus’s Spirit community. Aware of revealed reality… 

A. They were aware of being in the Lord and different from the World. Jn.17:13-23 
1. 9 times “in the Lord” is used here. This really means “in the Lord.” 
2. The Spirit immerses us into God’s own life and brings God’s own life into our souls/spirits. Born Again.  
3. Our lives are united in the Trinitarian life of Christ. Col.1:1-4. 

a) Acts 9:5. I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting… 
b) 1 Cor.12:12. One Spirit immersed, one Body. 
c) 1 Cor.6:17. He who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with Him. 
d) Col.3:1-4. You have died and your live is hidden with Christ in God. 

 
B. They were aware of being committed to each other because they were committed to the Lord. John 21:15-
17 (13:34) 

1. Which meant that their other differences were relatively insignificant. 
a) Even though they needed to grow in this (ch.14) 

2. There was no bigotry; racial or socio-economic. 
a) Different socio-economic backgrounds. 
b) Different racial and national backgrounds (Greek, Jewish, slave, free) 

3. There was no Gender War.  
a) The men and women worked together effectively 
b) Of the 27 names, 9 are women (10 if Junia). (Pheobe, Priscilla, Mary, Tryphena, Tryphosa, Persis, 
Junia (if feminine) Rufus’s mother, Julia, Nereus’s sister. 

 
C. They were aware of the centrality of the mission. Matt.28:18-20 

1. Hard work:  5 references to work, hard work, co-work.  
a) Your work in the Lord is not in vain (1 Cor.15:58)  

2. The church is not the gospel, but the gospel invariably creates and sustains the church. All our work must 
be gospel-centered. 

 
V. All because they were aware of what the Lord Jesus Christ had done for them. His Work… 

A. The work of the Spirit, in Christ’s gospel, is what unifies us. 
 


