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The Seventh Seal: Trumpet Judgments
Revelation Chapters 8-9

• Jesus always made people choose.  Lk. 14:26.  Who or what do you love and worship?
• Revelation is the account of the last days of this age in which the entire creation is 
confronted with the fact that it never has and never wants to love the Lord who created it. 
• The scroll is ready to be opened.  The six seals have been removed, with this last one, 
there begins a new cycle of wrath: the Trumpet Judgments.

I. Revelation 8-9. Overview.
A. The 7  th   seal is opened. 1-5  

1. Silence for half an hour.  1
a) This builds the sense of awesome judgment in the heavenlies as the 
material creation is about to undergo its most terrible sifting.

2. The seven angels are each given a trumpet.
a) Seven = completeness
b) Trumpets = events, wartime strategic placing of troops.

3. The Prayers are heard.  Prayers/Incense/Censer.  
B. The first four trumpets and a dramatic warning. 8:6-13.  

1. Land, Sea, Fresh Water, Light—all reduced by 1/3
a) The percentages are not to be taken precisely, but as symbolic of the 
fact that the judgment is moving forward and a smaller and smaller portion 
of humanity and creation is being left outside God’s direct relationship.

2. Woe to the earth-dwellers in the last three plagues. 8:13
C. The fifth trumpet: Demonic Pain on people: Locusts. 9:1-12  

1. The fifth plague: spirit creatures from the pit of hell inflict torture, but not 
death for 5 months.
2. Demons symbolized by locusts.

D. The sixth trumpet: Demonic Death on 1/3 of humanity. 9:13-19.  
1. Avalanche of demonic attack on unrepentant humanity. 
2. The sixth plague: 200 million demons loosed on the earth to cause death, 
resulting in 1/3 reduction in human life.

E. The hardness of the human heart. 9:20-21  
1. Refusal to repent, even faced with demonic terror.
2. The things they worship are killing them, and they still refuse to come to God.



II. This is a symbolic description of a cycle of divine judgment poured out as the scroll 
opens.

A. Don’t over interpret it.    
1. Mounce: “Better to experience the vision as a whole than to trivialize it by 
excessive interpretation of details.”  NICNT, 196.

B. Don’t miss the actual message of it:    
1. God presses evil to the wall, while offering repentance all along the way.
2. Imagine people torturing your kids and grandkids to death, simply because 
they are your kids and want to be loyal and loving to you.  Would you be as 
patient as God here?
3. Mercy of God.  The amazing thing is not that God judges the evil people who 
refuse to repent and continue to murder his kids, but that he takes so long to do it. 
He does it in stages so that people can repent if they want to.

III. Note 5 things about this divine judgment of evil:
A. The Prayer behind it—Intercession:  God’s people have been praying for his 
kingdom to come.  Now it is.

1. The prayers of the saints are part of the source of the judgment.
a) The prayer of 6:10.  How Long, Oh Lord?

2. If we are to bless those who persecute us, forgive our enemies, be kind to 
those who take advantage of us, and pray for those who hate us, how does this 
prayer of the saints bring about all this destruction?

a) Jesus forbade taking our own vengeance and commanded forgiveness 
and prayer for our enemies.  Didn’t in this age.  Matt.5:43-48.
b) Paul specifically forbade taking personal vengeance and commanded 
overcoming evil with good.  Rom.12:14, 19.  

3. It happens by the Lord’s Prayer of Matt. 6:9-10.  
a) Make your name holy, bring your kingdom into the earth and let your 
will be done here as it is in the heavenly dimension.

4. People don’t realize that when we pray that God’s holiness be seen, his 
kingdom come, his will be done, it is traumatizing to sinful humanity. The 
holiness of God is stunning, like a huge earthquake, like a great storm as sea, like 
… well, like Revelation 8.  Yet it brings life, stunning, electrifying, death-killing, 
life.

B. The Power under it—demonic: Actual spirit power from the Abyss.
1. The spirit dimension is real and interfaces with the material realm, more so in 
the end.  

a) It was always intended to interface, but in a good way.
2. Direct demonic interface.

a) The invisible realm is real.
3. Demonically inspired human evil.

a) Human flesh, under demonic influence



C. The Sovereignty over it—God’s control and direction.
1. God controls the evil by restraining it. See 9:3-5, 15  

a) The devil is always, and only, doing everything he can.
b) God judges by letting evil run its course.  Rom.1:18-24.
c) Evil carries its own punishment.
d) Evil will eventually be destroyed in the lake of fire.

2. The Sovereignty of God means two things  
a) God is not tame.  He cannot be manipulated, coerced, successfully 
challenged or escaped.
b) God is not limited.  

D. The Pressure within it—toward admitting the idolatry:  The key idea is in verse 
20.  No repentance.  That means two things.

1. They will live for (worship) anything but God:  The two main candidates are:  
a) Demons: False religions of all kinds.

(1) 1 Cor. 10:20
b) Themselves: taking power in their own hands to create for themselves 
what they want and remove what they don’t want.  

(1) Murders
(2) Sexual immorality
(3) Spiritism
(4) Theft 

c) The common denominator in all of these is that the Self controls 
(supposedly) each one.  
d) The tragic truth is that that control is the same sort of control that an 
addict has over heroin—none.

2. They will do anything to continue in their evil.   
a) God wants them to repent, but they will not. 
b) He is backing the evil into a corner, while offering repentance all 
along the way.
c) The more he presses them, the harder they get.
d) The evil controls their desires, broken wanters.



E. The Protection from and through it—in Christ. 9:4.
1. Those with God’s name and the name of the Lamb (14:1) on them are not   
plagued by the demons.

a) In the same way that the Israelites were protected by the blood of the 
lamb, so the believers are protected. 
b) Not from all the sufferings of a fallen world, but from the wrath of 
God.

2. Because Jesus literally absorbed this judgment on the cross.  
a) Thus he is the lamb that was slain for Passover in Egypt.
b) He took all this into his heart, into his body, for you, for us.

3. So, the evil and rebellious earth is experiencing here what Jesus experienced 
at the cross—death.  But Rev 20-21 is the resurrection of the cosmos, the New 
Heaven and New Earth.
4. Just as in the crucifixion (where Christ represents all of humanity in their 
rebellion against the Father, 2 Cor.5:21), there must be a death before life can 
come forth.  The life of God kills the evil and death that is in a sick sense the 
animating force of fallen humanity.  
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