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The Only True Story
Revelation Chapter 12:1-6

I. John 18:33-38. 
A. Jesus is a king, but not the kind Pilate was interested in—yet.  

1. Pilate had no idea how interesting Jesus is.  Like little kids overlooking a 
diamond while digging for worms.
2. Are you interested in Jesus yet?  Still confused and despairing about meaning 
and truth in this life?

B. Jesus’ kingdom is not sourced in this world.  
1. Grk: not from here, not sourced in this cosmos (NIV, from another place) 36b

C. Jesus’ suffering was part of his coronation as king. (Placing crown)  
1. His suffering was not simply an example of goodness under persecution, but 
had a metaphysical purpose—coronation.
2. His crucifixion under God and man’s wrath actually acquired for him the title 
Lord of All. Phil.2:1-13
3. His crucifixion and resurrection would place him over all the kingdoms of this 
world, sourced in the power of God rather than the power of man or the world 
itself. Eph.1:15-23
4. If Pilate had known this, he would not have crucified him.

Jesus is the king, the Lord that rules the universe and His story is the one in which we find 
ourselves.
II. Rev. 12:1-6.  The Only True Story: A Real King is in the Universe. 1-6 

A. The Woman: God’s faithful people True Israel, God’s covenant people.  
1. True Israel, the Remnant (Rom.2:28-29; 9:6-7)

a) Mary represents true, simple faithful Israel
b) Same with the shepherds in the fields
c) Likewise Simeon and Anna. Lk.2:25-38

2. In the pains of childbirth at the beginning of the vision.
3. Sustained in the wilderness during the end times (desert: eremos)



B. The Dragon: Satan (v9)   
1. A real spirit creature: The true enemy of God and those created in God’s 
image.

a) 7 heads with diadems 
(1) Usurped but temporary sovereignty (number 7)
(2) Diadema = ruler’s crown, not stephanos: victor’s crown

b) 10 horns: kings or military rulers that align with the dragon (Dan.7:7-
8, 20, 24)

2. Taking a third of the angels with him into deception. 
a) These spirit creatures become what we call demons.

3. Poised to destroy Christ.
C. The Child: Christ the King  

1. Snatched to the throne of God, king in God’s kingdom on earth.  Isa 9:7
a) Destined to rescue and rule with complete authority (rod of iron) 
Psalm 2
b) Tying the whole story of the Bible together. Gen.3:15

2. Why bypass the atonement?  Because we should already know that (slain  
lamb) and his lordship (throne, Ps 2) is the emphasis here.

D. The Place of nourishment: The Desert  
1. The primary covenant community of the end times

a) Possibly the Jewish believers (144,000)?
b) Possibly the Church as the extension of the true Israel
c) Either way, the covenant people of God at the time.

2. Desert: unpleasant place, but able to survive.
a) Probably not a literal desert, but a survivable reality in an 
uncomfortable venue.

3. Nourished for 1260 days.
a) 1260 days = 42 months = 3.5 years = the last half of the last 7 years of 
this age (Dan.9:27).
b) A limited time. Mk. 13:20



III. Three Observations
A. Your Story determines your destiny.  Four basic stories in our world.  The first 
three are hopeless.

1. Secular Naturalist Story.   Matter is king
a) Stuff is Eternal and Ultimate; there is no invisible stuff.  

(1) God is imaginary and we don’t need rescued.
(2) Everything is an accident that happened because the laws of 
nature (laws of physics) are eternal.

b) Good and evil are constructs we invented and there is no ultimate 
accounting for moral decisions, no ultimate judgment or justice and so no 
need to be saved from anything (primarily because we don’t actually 
amount to anything and life itself doesn’t mean anything).
c) In this story, we are driven to survive and succeed at a meaningless  
life; then ultimately lose the battle against gravity and the second law of  
thermodynamics.  This is a hopeless story.

2. Spiritist New-Age Story:    Impersonal life force is king.
a) Stuff is eternal and ultimate, and includes invisible stuff.  

(1) God is the universe, (or, the universe is God) and the universe 
will rescue us somehow. This is essentially pantheism.
(2) Spiritism:  Everything happened because there is an 
impersonal, evolutionary “life force” in the universe that includes 
both matter and non-matter.

b) In this story we are god and create our own future, but there is no 
accounting for evil, which means there is no real hope for ultimate  
goodness, which means life is again … hopeless.

3. Serious Religious Story:   Goodness is king
a) Goodness is Eternal and Ultimate.  There is a good creator God who 
will judge the world someday. 

(1) God has told us how to be good and rewards our goodness  
with life in the next age.
(2) We achieve salvation by obeying his rules and being good 
people.
(3) This is Moralistic Religion of all sorts. See Rom.2.
(4) These are all self-salvation schemes because they rely on 
human obedience to insure rescue from the dying age and entrance 
into God’s kingdom.



b) In this story an eternal life (more or less) is offered, but it is based on 
our own performance and thus a forlorn hope.  Honest people admit that  
they don’t even live up to their own highest moral aspirations, let alone 
God’s.  We are a bit deranged in our self-confidence, like people on drugs 
who believe they are much cooler than they really are.

4. Savior God Story:   God has become a human king of the universe in order to 
rescue it from evil. He has sacrificed his own Son to purchase his cosmos back 
from its doom. (Jn.3:16)

a) God is Eternal and Ultimate, has created all stuff and will judge the 
world—But he has entered the material universe to rescue us and it  
personally.

(1) God has told us that we are hopelessly enslaved and addicted to 
the evil that is killing us.  
(2) He has permanently entered the material world as a man to 
defeat sin and death and inaugurate an entirely new Reality—the 
kingdom of God—which will eventuate in the New Heavens and 
New Earth. (Rev.20-21)

b) In this story we (by ourselves) are worse than we thought, but (in Him) 
are loved more than we can imagine and inherit freely a life that only God 
should have. Eph.2:1-10.  The gospel is incredibly good news and the only 
such news available in the world today, or ever.

B. Your desert draws you to God. Deut.8:6
1. Desert: A place where if life comes, it comes from God and not the 
environment.
2. Why are they (the Woman)  nourished in the desert?  Why not the Jerusalem 
Hyatt?
3. Note that God prepared it—an uncomfortable place of spiritual nourishment  
and protection.

a) To let them grasp the importance of their relationship with God. 
b) To remind them that their life franchise is not in this world, this age, 
like Jesus told Pilate. 

4. If your anchor for life and purpose, your heart, is in this age alone (as with 
the first three stories) it will be torn from your hands because this age cannot 
give you what you want—meaning, truth, love, a good destiny forever.  This is  
what Jesus meant in Matt.6:19-24.



C. Your King is your brother. (if you hear and believe the good news of the 4th Story)
1. Heb 2:11.  Jesus became like his brothers.
2. The cross proves his love and the resurrection guarantees his authority and our 
eternal life.
3. There is no message on earth that promises absolute goodness and real 
blessing to the entire universe while really dealing with evil.  All other messages 
either have no real promise, or do not deal with evil satisfactorily
4. Why would anybody not want this good news of a real king who loves us and 
is gracious?
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