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Cosmic War
Revelation Chapter 12:7-17

I. Luke 10:17-20.  Jesus knew he was at war.
A. Satan was thrown out of heaven.  

1. Fell to earth like lightening.
2. Jesus had seen it and now sees the result.

B. Former subjects of Satan now announce Christ’s kingdom.  
1. They take up “arms” against him by trusting Christ the king
2. The main “weapon” is a simple announcement of the kingdom in Jesus’ name

C. Christ’s kingdom is available to all sinners everywhere.  
1. They are not to rejoice in any power they exercise, but in their citizenship in 
his kingdom—The kingdom of heaven.
2. Names written meant recorded as citizens in a city.

II. From Last Week: Rev. 12:1-6.  The backstory for our age.
A. The Woman giving birth to Messiah: God’s people fulfilling God’s promise.  

1. The primary covenant community at the time Christ is born. 
a) True Israel, the Remnant (Rom.2:28-29; 9:6-7)

2. God said Messiah would come through true Israel and he did.
B. The Dragon: God’s enemy trying to destroy God’s king. (v9)   

1. Taking a third of the angels with him into deception and rebellion. 
a) These spirit creatures become what we call demons.

2. Poised to destroy Christ.
a) Because a true, divine/human king could destroy Satan’s illegal 
kingdom.

C. The Child: God’s king taken to the throne of the universe.  
1. Snatched to the throne of God, king in God’s kingdom on earth.  Isa 9:7
2. Destined to rescue and rule with complete authority (rod of iron) Psalm 2
3. Tying the whole story of the Bible together. Gen.3:15



D. The Woman in the Desert: God’s people experiencing God’s nourishment.  
1. The Woman in this context: The primary covenant community at the time of  
Christ’s return.

a) Possibly the Jewish believers (144,000)?
b) Possibly the Church as the extension of the true Israel.
c) Whichever, it is God’s covenant community at the time.

2. Desert: unplesant place, but able to survive.
a) Probably not a literal desert, but a survivable reality in an 
uncomfortable venue.
b) Not complete protection from persecution by AntiChrist

3. For a limited time (Mk.13:20)
a) 1260 days = 42 months = 3.5 years = last half of last 7 years of this 
agae (Dan.9:27)
b) Nourished, but not insulated from all persecution.
c) The point is not that this is painless, but that this group survives and 
thrives.

III. Cosmic War:  7-17.  A double-click on verses 1-6 reveals a cosmic spirit/material war 
behind the scenes of human history. 

A. Satan defeated in invisible realm. 7-12: a primordial fall for Satan and demons  
1. Three “defeats” or phases of Satan’s destruction recorded in the Bible.  All 
three are hinted at in this passage. 

a) The Primordial one.  He is thrown onto the earth.
(1) Defeated provisionally by Michael
(2) Laviathan. Ps.74:13-14; Isa.51:9
(3) Isa 14:12-15; Ez.28:11-19.
(4) Luke 10:18.

b) The Crucial one. He is defeated in the earth. 
(1) (Latin: crux = torture = crucifixion)
(2) Defeated eternally by Christ at the Cross.

(a) In time and space, a date and location: Jerusalem, 
roughly 32 AD.

(3) With that propitiation in place, Satan has no legal means of 
holding God’s people in death because their sins have been erased 
and they have been given God’s own human righteousness. 
(Heb.2:14-18)

c) The Eschatological one. He is consumed off of the earth.  Rev. 20:1-10
(1) Destroyed materially and eternally by God.
(2) Thrown in the lake of fire forever.



B. Satan thrashing the material realm. 13-17  
1. Satan is defeated and angry, seeking now to hurt God and all humanity as 
much as possible.  Note: all humanity, not just Christians
2. He is called:

a) Liar and father of lies. Jn.8:44
b) The dark lord of a dark kingdom. Acts 26:18; Col.1:13
c) The god of this age, who blinds people to God. 2 Cor.4:4
d) The prince of the power of the air. Eph.2:1-3
e) A roaring lion, looking for prey. 1 Pet.5:8
f) Having power to deceive the whole world in this age. 1 Jn.5:19

3. His power is limited to this age and the material realm: what we consider 
“visible” reality (2 Cor.4:16-18)
4. His power lies in his radical and powerful influence over human will and 
actions.

a) We humans actually run the world, sort of.  We were created to run it 
under a greater influence—God. But now all of us are born under a moral 
slavery to the devil’s influence.  This power is broken when we come 
under Christ’s power and influence.

IV. Two main weapons Satan uses against humanity:
A. Dynamic Deception: pernicious lies about material reality, moral reality, God,   
salvation, etc.

1. The main texture of the deception is that the world and everybody in it need 
not and should not listen to or relate to YHWH. Rom.1:18-32

a) Spiritism is the oldest form of this deception
(1) Replaces the true God with false gods, demons.
(2) Or, with a “living universe.”

b) Naturalism is second oldest
(1) Replaces the living God with the dead universe

c) Moralism: Humanistic, moralistic religion is the third oldest.
(1) Replaces God’s grace with human achievement (religious 
works)

2. The main dynamic of deception is that it holds humanity hostage through false 
ideas: 2 Cor 4:4; 10:3-5

a) It induces human violence and sin. (violence against God)  
(1) All evil actions start with evil thoughts.  If you do not perceive 
reality, you will do bad and wrong things.  
(2) Like the men in Africa who think that having sex with a virgin 
will cure them of aids.
(3) The more you think like the Lord, the less evil you will do.  
Ps.119
(4) People who know the Lord love to have him tell them how to 
live.

b) Which in turn brings legal accusation.  
(1) That the behavior of the person indicates the evil they have 
within them.  Rom.3:23; 6:23



c) Which puts God in the position of punishing his own people if he   
punishes Satan for his evil. 

(1) Like a murderer holding a gun to your daughter’s head as you 
try to deal with him

B. Constant Accusation  
1. That they are really evil rather than good.  

a) This is true of humanity in general and a very serious charge. 
Rom.3:23
b) Yet for Christians the charge does not stick.  Rom.8

2. That they are hypocrites who serve God only for what they get out of it. 
a) If they don’t get the blessings, they will turn on Him like Satan did, 
which means they really belong to Satan rather than God.
b) The only way for this accusation to be silenced, and the faith of the 
people strengthened and vindicated, is through suffering of some kind.

V. Three ways God counters Satan’s weapons.  (note that our weapons are not of the flesh. 2 
Cor.10:3-5.  They are not violent, deceptive, or sourced in worldthink)

A. The nourishing desert. Rev.12:6,14.   Deut.8:6
1. Desert: A place where if life comes, it comes from God and not the 
environment of this age.  

a) Viewed from one perspective it is painful and unfair, but viewed from 
the next age it is protection and nourishment.

2. Note that God prepared it—an uncomfortable place of spiritual nourishment 
and protection.
3. Why are they nourished in the desert?  Why not the Jerusalem Hyatt?

a) To let them grasp the importance of their relationship with God.   
(1) That his word, not their efforts or strength, provides spiritual 
and material life. Mtt.4:4

b) To remind them that their life franchise is not in this company, this   
world. 

(1) It is in the next age
c) To help them appreciate the new life they would soon have.  

(1) Loss actually increases the capacity for joy, very 
counterintuitive.
(2) Spoiled people are not joyful or happy.

d) To make them less fragile and more seasoned troops.  
(1) James 1:2.



4. If your anchor for life and purpose, your heart, is in this age alone (as with 
the first three stories) it will be torn from your hands because this age cannot 
give you what you want—meaning, truth, love, a good destiny forever.

B. The word of their testimony  
1. There is a living testimony that must coroborate the verbal word.

a) Their word was backed up by their deeds—especially that they were 
willing to suffer ultimate loss rather than act as if Jesus were not Lord. 
This may result in being martyred (Greek for witness), but when sufficient 
people are willing to suffer rather than deny Christ, there is a huge effect.  
b) The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church (Tertullian)

2. There is a word—an announcement about reality—that must accompany the 
living testimony.

a) Bearing witness to a different king and kingdom, while still in this 
dark age.
b) St. Francis got it half right: “Preach the gospel at all times; if necessary 
use words.”  But the words are what people don’t want to hear and what 
they must hear.  The announcement that there is a new king who will 
forgive our sins, but we must turn and come to him.
c) This becomes clear under stress only.

C. The blood of the Lamb.  
1. The divine king born into this world to die.  Rev.12:5; Isa 9:6-7

a) His perfect and unaccusable life 
(1) Immune to Satan’s accusation and deception
(2) He was immune to accusationa and deception, but not to 
suffering and pain in this age.  Same as us now.

b) His atoning death under the curse of the Law.
(1) The true guilt of a truly innocent and perfect man is what broke 
the back of evil, accusation and deception.  It absorbed all the 
wrath and took all Satan’s legal leverage away.

2. God the judge fired at Satan and his hostage, but put time in slow-motion, 
became the hostage, died, and came back outside Satan’s grip.  All Satan can do 
now is keep lying about the gospel in hopes of silencing it (2 Cor.4:4)
3. How did they conquer by the blood of the Lamb?  By continuing to trust and 
serve the Lamb, even when they lose everything this age sees as valuable,  
including material life.  Knowing that the Lord loves you no matter what is the 
only thing that will give you nourishment in the desert.
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