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The Encouragement of Judgment
Revelation Chapter 14:6-13

I. Mtt. 10:28.  Do not fear those who can only destroy your body, but fear him who can destroy 
both soul and body in hell.  Two Implications:

A. God is more dangerous than the worst human you can imagine.  
1. Because his anger against evil continues into the next age and other 
dimension. Soul and eternity.

B. Now is the time to decide whom you will fear, the World or the Lord.  
1. There is a terrifying aspect to the good news of the gospel.

II. Interlude section of Revelation following the 7th trumpet. (12-14) Snapshots of the war 
where God pushes evil to the wall. A hero/rescue story.

A. Chapter 12.  The real drama of the universe.
1. God has personally invaded the evil age.  

a) His purpose is to take it back under his kingdom
2. Satan is personally keeping people from this knowledge.  

a) Violently persecuting God’s people especially at the end of the age.
B. Chapter 13.  The Last Human Government/Religion.

1. The Sea Beast is the False-Christ energized by the Dragon. 13:1-10.  
a) A ruler-and-government that replaces God.  

2. The Land Beast is the False Prophet, who invents and enforces Antichrist   
worship.

a) An idolatrous prophet-and-state-religion that worships evil: 13:11-18.  
3. Together they represent humanity against God.  The mark of the Beast 16-18.   
Primarily a Worldview.

a) The number of the Beast—666—is the number of humanity, tripled for 
emphasis. 
b) This is the mental imprint of “the number of man” (666), which is the 
blasphemous, idolatrous, self-worshipping nature of fallen humanity, 
personified in Antichrist.

C. Chapter 14.  Victory for the Lamb and utter defeat for evil.
1. Vision of coming Victory: The Lamb and His People on Mt. Zion.  

a) The Lord’s people share his victory and life.

III. The vision of judgment: Three realities and an encouragement. Rev 14:6-13
A. The proclamation of the gospel. First angel. 6-7

1. The Angel with the eternal gospel.  
a) The gospel will be proclaimed at this period of time and that the whole 
world will hear it.

2. Good News that people can turn around:   
a) Put God at the center of your universe: 
b) Fear God (Pr.1:7)

(1) This is the OT way of saying that a person knows the Lord.



c) Give Him Glory: 
(1) Ascribe to him the ultimate reality and praise.

d) Worship the True and Only Creator God.
e) Creation is a watershed issue because the creation confirms the 
intuition in all human hearts that there is a God. Rom.1:18-21.

3. Why is the name   Jesus   not mentioned in this “gospel”?  
a) Because he is the subject of the entire revelation and it is assumed that 
to fear the Lord is to come to Christ.
b) Because Jesus Christ is God in human form. 1:8, 18.

(1) So, to fear God is to come to Christ. Jn.6:29
c) Because “fear God and give him glory” is code in Rev for repentance 
and conversion.

4. If you say you fear the real God, but do not come to his Son, your profession 
of monotheism is not regenerate faith (Jn.3:1-16).

B. The destruction of human idolatry.   Second angel. 8
1. Babylon the Great?    Antichrist’s entire idolatrous self-worshipping human   
system. (Including the religion, government, and economy)

a) Babylon in Genesis   is the place where humanity decided to make a 
name for itself without God. (Gen. 11:4)

(1) Who gets to name a child, bestow the identity?  The Parent.
(2) If a child rejects the Parent’s name, that child is “divorcing” the 
parent, being alienated from the parent.
(3) A name is an identity, a calling, a purpose, a validation.  
Humanity insists that it can create these for itself without God.  
This is not true.

b) Babylon in Daniel   (Neo-Babylonian Empire) is the place where king 
Nebuchadnezzar said, “I have created Babylon myself for my glory.” 
(Dan.4:30)

(1) Here again Babylon is a symbol of human pride and 
competition with God.

c) Babylon in Revelation   is a code word for Rome and all that Rome 
stood for: idolatry, wealth, human power, self-worship.

(1) Rome was in John’s day the epitome of self-worshipping 
humanity, drunk on its own power, idolatrous, violent, immoral.
(2) The spirit of that “Rome” lives on in our era and will be 
personified in the Beasts and their one-world government at the 
end of the age.

2. Wine, Passion, Sexual Immorality?  
a) Seductive, intoxicating idolatry.
b) It is a “Whore” because it seduces humanity away from fidelity to the 
Creator God. (Rev.17:5)



3. Fallen? Doomed  
a) A foregone conclusion that this way of life is doomed.
b) Like knowing the end of the movie, that the bad guys all get blown up.  
You know from the beginning that you really don’t want to be one of them 
… Right?

C. The wrath that follows this age. Third angel. 9-11
1. Is this literal? Probably not.    

a) But it is metaphorical for a much worse experience.
b) Eternal displeasure from the One whose approval you need, coupled 
with eternal hatred toward that same Person.
c) Humans live in material, social, emotional, and spiritual dimensions.  
The pain of hell will correspond to all of these, and perhaps more.

2. Is this eternal? Yes.  
a) The smoke goes up forever, “day and night”
b) Matt. 25:41-42.

3. God’s wrath is his eternal, violent opposition to evil.  
a) It is personal  .  

(1) Not like a judge and a fine, but a father and child.
(2) Vengeance is mine, says the Lord. (Deut 32:35; Rom.12:19)

b) It is poetic  .  Poetic justice, exactly what is deserved.
(1) Poetic justice: strikingly appropriate punishment, usually a 
fitting retribution by which a villain is ruined by some process of 
his own making. (Oxford Dictionary of Literary Terms, Online)
(2) It is not God losing his temper; it is God treating all evil 
precisely as it deserves to be treated.

c) It is painful  .  As existential as the evil itself.  
(1) Evil is existential, not just academic.  It is experienced 
physically, psychologically, spiritually, socially.  So is God’s 
wrath.  How could it be otherwise?

4. Could you worship a God who cared less about evil than you do?

D. The encouragement for God’s people: 12-13
1. A call for endurance: hupomene—bearing up under.  

a) Keep trusting the real Lord: loyal to him
b) Keep doing what God says, his commands. 
c) Knowing about wrath really helps this.

2. A promise of reward: their deeds follow them.  
a) Death is a great blessing for Christians, especially when the times are 
dark.



IV. Three Observations:
A. All humans worship something.

1. We were created to center our lives on something bigger than ourselves and   
we all do it.

a) Our validation, “worthiness” must come from outside us and above us.
b) Worship: “worth-ship” = ascribing ultimate worth to something, some 
person, or some idea.

2. What do you worship? The thing, idea, or person without which you would 
not want to live any longer.

B. We choose what we worship.
1. It is volitional, according to our will.  Which is why we are responsible for our 
destiny.  Even when God gives us over. (Rom.1:18-32)
2. Even when “coerced” it is still our will that determines our actions.

a) Like if somebody threatens you and takes your wallet, you decide not 
to die for your wallet.  Your life is more important than the wallet.  But 
you still make a choice.
b) But if it were your child? Your will would be different and so would 
be your actions.  It might cost you your life, but it would still be your 
choice.

C. What we worship determines our destiny.
1. We become like what we worship. Which is how we share the destiny of our   
idols.

a) Which is why God insists that we worship Him.
b) Faith in humanity as god will lead to death.

2. Worshipping the Lord produces sighted, loving, hopeful people who will   
enjoy life forever with God.

a) Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and you will receive 
everything else you need thrown in. (Matt.6:33-34)

V. How does knowledge of judgment produce endurance in faith?
A. By revealing the destiny of evil.  

1. Like feeling you must drive too fast, until you see a state trooper, then it’s  
easy to stay in the speed limit.
2. Peter said he couldn’t leave Christ because only Christ had the words of  
eternal life.
3. Once one knows the real score, the choice becomes clear.

B. By revealing the love of God.  
1. He poured this wrath out on Himself!!  For us!!
2. The Lamb/King endured precisely this wrath for us so that we might share his  
destiny
3. This is why we can endure—because our victory does not rely on our works, 
but on our Lord’s work.
4. This is why the works that he does ordain for us to do (Eph.2:10) by his grace 
become such a source of joy to us.
5. We endure and press on because we know he is so worthy and trustworthy.

VI. When we worship the Lord Jesus Christ, we instantly, permanently, and eternally receive 
his destiny. (14:1-5) 
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