
11023-A   March 20,2011
The Dirge for Babylon
Revelation Chapter 18

I. John 3:16-21.  Three thoughts from a famous passage:
A. The background for salvation is judgment (perishing, condemnation, judgment.
B. The choice is between light and darkness.  Who you really trust.

1. Is it the world, or the Lord?
C. The default position for human heart is idolatry, darkness, condemnation

1. Changing the mind (repent) about Jesus changes everything
Revelation: How evil perishes under condemnation 
II. Revelation 18.  The 7th Bowl of wrath: Babylon destroyed.  (Read all)

A. Understanding the Symbols in this vision: 
1. Babylon is a metaphor for the   cultural center   of idolatry.  

a) Ancient Babel/ Babylon. Gen.11:4.  Dan.4:30
(1) Let us make for ourselves a name.
(2) Human identity based on humanity not God
(3) Nebuchadnezzar’s arrogance and self-worship
(4) Jer. 50-51, 

b) Ancient Rome. 
(1) To the original hearers Babylon was a code name for Rome.

c) Future Rome. (A real city)
(1) Ancient Rome is the prototype of the final world government 
idolatry. Powerful, wealthy, exploitative, idolatrous.

d) If human idolatry were an acorn, Babylon/Rome is the oak.
2. Immorality is a metaphor for the   spiritual act   of idolatry.  

a) Because God’s relationship with humanity was originally created to 
be:

(1) Loving, covenant, intimate, loyal, creative.
b) So, worshipping anything in the creation rather than God is adultery. 
c) So, in redemption, he recreates a marriage relationship. 

(1) He marries (or re-marries) his people.  2 Cor.11:2-3; Eph.5:22-
33.

B. So the Prostitute Babylon is a multifaceted symbol: Systematic Human Idolatry.
1.  Symbol of literal cities, centers of human self-worship.   

a) The ancient city of Rome as a symbol of WorldThink/Mammon/Evil
b) The future city of Antichrist as the ultimate symbol of the same thing.

(1) Babel all over again. Gen.11:4



2. Which are further symbols of all human evil and idolatry.  
a) All the religious/civic/moral idolatry throughout history.
b) Culminating in the last great human kingdom, an economic 
powerhouse steeped in ant-Christian idolatry.

3. It is possible for a thing to be both literal and symbolic.  
a) The Third Reich was a literal government in Germany.
b) But if you use that term today, it will usually be a symbol of tyranny 
used to describe any government. 

III. Chapter 18.  Four phases in this vision:
A. The Angel who Announces Babylon’s Doom. 1-3  

1. A dirge for Babylon.
2. Her effect on the world through the merchants and kings she infected

B. Another angel, speaking for God, elaborates. 4-8  
1. Come out my people. 4-5
2. Pay her back double of what she dished out. 6-8

a) She lived in luxury and power loses it all
b) Poetic justice

C. The world mourns for the loss of revenue. 9-20  
1. Governments. 9
2. Merchants. 10-17
3. Shipping. 18-19

D. Another angel symbolically throws Babylon in the sea. 21-24  
1. Babylon will be destroyed violently.
2. She will lose everything she valued.
3. Because she tried to destroy God people.



IV. A glimpse into the future judgment on human evil.  5 thoughts:
A. The Certainty of the judgment.   A forgone conclusion  . 2-3  

1. The vision is in a prophetic past tense.
2. Speaking of the future as if it were the past.
3. God transcends time, which is why we who know him wait with hope and 
remember with confidence.

B. The Shape of the judgment:   The loss of everything desirable  .  
1. The desires of humanity. 14

a) Soul: pseuche = whole you inner and outer
b) Longs: epithumia = craves

2. Sources of joy in this age. 22-23
a) Art (What we enjoy aesthetically)
b) Craft (what we make)
c) Commerce (business, production)
d) Culture (light)
e) Relationship (Bride and Groom, love, intimacy, friendship)

C. The Method of the judgment.   In keeping with the nature of the evil  .  6  
1. Violent: just like Babylon herself has been.

a) Jas. 2:13. Judgment without mercy for those who show no mercy.
2. Poetic: perfect justice. 6

a) In exactly the things she worshipped: matter, the creation
(1) 8, 14, 17, 21

b) In exactly the way she treated others. 6
c) Lived in luxury, so give her torment. 7
d) Thrown down with violence because of the blood of all the good 
people slain on earth. 22, 24
e) Matt. 7:2. As you judge, so you will be judged.
f) Rom. 2:5.  Self-righteous ones storing up wrath because of a stubborn 
and unrepentant heart.

3. Sudden: rapid series of irreversible events.
a) Verse 8. In a single day.
b) Verse 9. In a single hour.
c) Verse 17. In a single hour.
d) Verse 19. In a single hour.
e) Everything we think is so solid and permanent and impressive can be 
destroyed.  Mtt. 24:1-2
f) In this age it takes years to build or grow something, and only a 
moment (usually) to kill or destroy it.  In the next age it will not be this  
way.



D. The Reasons for the judgment.   What they always have been. (The same basic sins 
God judged OT cultures for, including Israel)

1. Profound Idolatry—Self-worship.  7
a) Antichrist, 666, replacing God and Christ with human Self.
b) Human self-worship is always leads to …

2. Exploitative wealth.  7
a) Economic oppression, destroying others for her own convenience.
b) Luxury, wealth, lists of Stuff. 

3. Disregard of human life. 24
a) Persecution of God’s people.
b) Murder, genocide, slaying of all people.

4. Evil influence. 18:3; 19:2 
a) Intoxicating others, drawing them into the idolatry. (Rom.1:32)
b) Social evil for fun and profit.

E. The Duration of the judgment.   Permanent.
1. She will be found no more. 14, 21-23
2. What we do here does not stay here.  It matters for eternity.
3. That is why we can and must only be saved by the Lord’s grace.



V. So, where is the good news?  Where it has always been—in the Gospel.
A. There is a much better king than the Antichrist—the real Christ. (Matt. 28:18-20)

1. Who is the real king of the real universe
B. There is a much better spouse than the Whore—the Lord. (Eph.5:22-33)

1. Who made the commitment to us before we did.
C. There is a much better age than this one, the next one. (Rev.20:1-6)

1. Which is the age where what is hard here is reversed forever.
2. The Whore gets us to worship her by fixating us on this age alone.
3. All idolatry works this way.

D. There is a much better destiny than the judgment—the Regeneration. (Mtt.19:28)
1. Instead of the certainty of doom, the promise of grace.  (Rom.5:6-10)

a) Because he endured the doom for us
2. Instead of the loss of all things desirable, the gaining of it all. (Mk.10:29-31)

a) Because he lost it all for us, and gives us his.
3. Instead of violence, blessing.

a) Because he endured the violence for us. (Eph.2:1-10)
4. Instead of justice, mercy.

a) Because he absorbed the wrath that justice requires for us
5. Instead of sudden destruction, eternal life.

a) Because he was destroyed for us. (Gal.3:13)
6. Instead of idolatry, exploitation, murder, and evil influence, Love, joy peace 
patience kindness goodness gentleness and self control

a) Because he has absorbed our sin and given us his own spirit forever 
(2 Cor.5:21)

VI. There never has been better news than this—evil and doom and death turned inside 
out. 

A. But if you will not be a Christian, you will become an antichristian.  Is that really 
what you want?
B. Our world today has a lot of pre-whore characteristics.  But we can come out of it by 
living in Christ’s kingdom now.
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