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Hallelujah Chorus

Revelation Chapter 19:1-5

I. Luke 13:1-5. Jesus warned of perishing.
A. The default state of the human soul, no matter how religious (none of these folks 
were atheists) is a state of perishing.

1. Repent: metanoia = change of mind or direction (worldview)
a) Mk.1:15.  Synonymous with believing in Christ and his kingdom. 
b) It doesn’t mean “act churchy.”  It means stop trusting this age, 
religion, self, idols, sin; and start trusting Christ personally, becoming a 
part of his kingdom.

2. Perish: apollumi = be destroyed, lost, ruined.
a) John 3:16.  That those who believe in him should not perish.
b) Matt. 10:28.  Fear him who can destroy body and soul in hell.
c) Mk.1:24, demons: have you come to destroy us.

3. Perishing means experiencing ultimate judgment (krisis), the loss of all that  
makes life worth living.

B. God’s judgment is the greatest threat to the human soul according to Jesus 
Christ.

1. Poetic: perfect retributive justice.
a) Exactly what is deserved.
b) Lex Talionis, (law of retribution) an eye for an eye, tooth for a tooth. 
(Lev.24:20)

2. Personal:
a) He is personally grieved and angry about our sin
b) We are personally victimized by sin

3. Passionate: violent and physical (Rev.18)
a) Because evil is violent and physical

4. Permanent:
a) There will never be a time when God is not enraged by evil.
b) But there will be a time when evil is no longer viable in God’s 
universe and all anger will be gone.

II. Revelation is about God judging and destroying (making to perish) all in human 
civilization that is idolatrous and evil. (This amounts to very thing outside his kingdom)

A. God’s material wrath is poured out on the Whore Babylon.
1. Chapter 17  .  She represents all human idolatry in the last human government 
and religion.

a) A literal and symbolic human government.
2. Chapter 18  .  She dies a horrible death at God’s hand.
3. 18:20  God’s realm rejoices over this judgment. (6:10)

a) Heaven, the dimension from which God rules.
(1) His kingdom in the invisible realm.

b) Saints, apostles, prophets: members of God’s kingdom
(1) People called, chosen and faithful to the real king.



c) God has judged in his people’s favor. 6:10
III. Revelation 19:1-5.  Praise for God’s Judgment of the Whore (human idolatry and its 
resultant evil)

A. The Flow of the Vision:  This is not a warm “worship service.”  It is an exaltation of 
God based on his heroic and brutal defeat of a mortal enemy.  It takes place, so to speak, 
on the battle field with the fallen monster lying dead in front of everybody (see chapter 
18).

1. Huge number of people crying out at once. 1  
a) Probably saints in heaven
b) A multitude crying out “Hallelujah”

(1) Praise YHWH, or Praise the Lord.  Used only here in NT. 
2. Praise the Lord because he has destroyed the whore. 2  

a) Imagine worshipping God while the bloated, smoking body of the 
whore lays there.
b) His judgments are:

(1) True: in keeping with the way the universe actually is.  
(a) Reality is moral because it comes from God’s mind. 
Just as binding as the “laws of physics.”

(2) Just: exactly right legally, morally.
c) He has brought revenge. 

(1) Avenged. (ekdikeo, punish, avenge)
3. Say it Again—Praise the Lord, the Whore is Dead. 3

a) Look at her bloated, gutted, smoking body!
4. All creation says it—. 4

a) Yes!!! (Amen)  Praise the Lord! (Hallelujah)
5. From the throne itself—. 5

a) Praise our God all you his servants who fear him, small and great.



IV. Why we must thank God for his judgment, and keep explaining it in terms of the Cross 
of Christ:

A. It resolves the so called “problem of evil.”   (The gospel is the only satisfying 
existential and philosophical answer for evil)

1. Can’t believe in a God who allows evil?  
a) Does rejecting God solve this? No.  Evil is real. Rejecting God does 
not make evil go away or be more acceptable.  It just eliminates any hope 
of ultimate justice.  This is not an improvement.  
b) Furthermore, if there is no God, where does the “problem of 
goodness” get resolved?  Where does goodness (and hence a definition of 
evil) come from?  Us?  Do our traditions alone tell us what is “good?” 
Are our un-aided rationalizations so secure and “true” that we really know 
what “good” is?
c) The liberal, non-wrathful god of western intellectualism actually 
created the “problem of evil” by removing the idea of God’s wrath and 
judgment.
d) The Santa Claus God does not deal with evil at all.

2. The Bible says this about God and evil (sin).  (Consider the Cross and the   
Resurrection of Christ)

a) He allows it even though he condemns it. Acts. 2:23
(1)  Evil is against God’s will and is very real.
(2) God does ordain things that are against his will for reasons that 
ultimately bring about his will.  Gen.50:20

b) He limits it even while he uses it. Luke 22:31-32
(1) It is limited in scope and duration.
(2) He even shortens the days for the sake of the elect (Mk.13:20)

c) He experienced it even as he was defeating it. (Heb.2:14-18)
(1) The evil of human cruelty in the extreme.
(2) The calamity of God’s own wrath. (2 Cor.5:21; Gal.3:13)

d) He will destroy it even as he rescues people from it.
(1) Will personally and brutally destroy it. 2 Thess.1:5-10.
(2) Will vindicate and rescue his people. 1 Thess.4:13-18

e) Which is why he commands us to be faithful through it even while we 
are suffering in it. 2 Cor.4

(1) This calls for the endurance of the saints. Rev.14:12
B. It promises that the terror will be finished.    Does that ring a bell  ?    (John 19:30).  

1. God scrolled judgment forward to Christ, so that he would absorb ahead of 
time what is coming for the idolatrous and fallen world.  So we live in between 
God pouring out of his wrath on himself and pouring it out on the world.  This is 
truly the age of grace, but judgment is coming.
2. There are only two possibilities with regard to evil and sin:

a) Wrath poured out on Christ—it is finished.   (2 Cor.5:21; Gal.3:13)
(1) Jn.19:30 Tetelestai = finished, completed, brought to an end.
(2) His judgment on Christ was true and just.

(a) God really blamed Christ and it is legal.



(b) In God’s dimension two persons may share the same 
essence.  Which means that a person who comes to Christ  
may actually share his life.

(3) His judgment on Christ was revenge against all evil.
(a) As if Christ had done it himself.

(4) His judgment on Christ was a stunning demonstration of his  
love for us. Rom. 8:32

b) Wrath poured out on the world—it is finished. (Rev.19)  
(1) His judgment on the world-system is true and just

(a) What is deserved, what is legal
(2) His judgment on the world-system is vengeance for all the evil 
in human history.

(a) Recompense in every way for every evil.
c) The Gospel must proclaim both the wrath at the cross and the wrath 
at the end, or it is not the gospel.

(1) If we just present the cross, without the final judgment at the 
end of this age, we tend toward universalism and an unfocused 
view of moral reality.
(2) If we just present the judgment at the end, without grasping 
that God judged sin at the cross (for those who enter God’s 
kingdom by faith in Christ), we tend toward moralism, Pharisaism, 
human religion.  This is the case with all religions and philosophies 
other than Christianity.

C. It makes us humble, gracious, and forgiving. Matt.18:21-35  
1. The impartial judgment of God against all sin completely levels the playing 
field. Rom.1-3
2. How so? The judgment of God against sin is as violent against our sin as 
against those we hate or look down on.  
3. His judgment on Christ was real vengeance for:

a) Every evil deed we have done. 
b) Every deed that has been done to us.

4. Which is why he insists that we forgive each other and our enemies.
a) All have sinned and come short of the glory of God, there is none who 
seeks for God, none (Rom.3:1-23). Not even you and me (apart from 
God’s grace).

D. It motivates us to bring news of the Good King to others.    Jesus is Lord.
1. This judgment will happen in time and space, but it hasn’t happened yet. 
There is time to preach and repent. 2 Pet.3:9
2. God is giving time at great personal sacrifice (his body is being persecuted all 
over the earth) to bring in all who will come.
3. Francis of Assisi “Preach the gospel at all times.  If necessary, use words.” 
But Francis wasn’t completely right.  
4. The gospel is a statement of fact and the kingdom life is the demonstration of 
it.
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