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The Dangerous King Jesus

Revelation Chapter 19:11-21

I. The Lord’s Return is a Violent Rescue
A. Isa.63:1-6.  The winepress of wrath.  

1. God as the warrior fresh from the fight.
2. It has been a rescue and redemption, but also a judgment and a slaughter.

a) Day of my redeemer = Geulim, same root as participle go’el, kinsman 
redeemer (Ruth/Boaz).
b) But this is a blood avenger, a rescuer who wades into his enemies and 
destroys them to rescue and redeem his loved one.

3. Redemption is a bloody and violent rescue—not a churchy and gentle  
metaphor for eternal niceness.

B. Matt. 24:27-31. The Sign of His Coming  
1. Cosmic Trauma. 29  

a) The whole created world on notice
b) The material universe damaged. 

2. Earthly Grief. 30  
a) The whole world mourns. 

3. Covenant Rescue.  31  
a) The elect gathered.

C. 2 Thess. 1:5-10. The background to Paul’s gospel preaching.  
1. It is right for God to avenge the evil done to you.
2. It is right for him to rescue you.
3. It is important for you to think deeply and often about this.

Revelation is the visionary account of God’s personal, final victory over evil.

II. The Return of the King.  Rev.19:11-21
A. The Warrior King. 11-16  

1. Rider on the white horse.
a) Faithful and True (utterly trustworthy and reliable)
b) Rightly judging and making war

(1) This vengeance is not wrong.
c) Burning insight into life’s motives (eyes)
d) Ultimate and total authority (diadems)
e) Name that no one knows 

(1) Authority and identity unparalleled
f) Robe dipped in blood

(1) His enemies?  His?  Depends on how you look at it.



g) Another name—the Word of God. (Jn 1:1-5)
2. His armies following, riding horses and dressed in white linen.

a) People who belong to him and share his glory.

B. The Violent Battle. 17-21 (Armageddon)  
1. Humanity under the leadership of the Beast and False Prophet masses to 
attack the Lord through his people.
2. God entering into the material realm to engage in real combat?
3. Yes, but his sword is not in his hand, but in his mouth the expression of his 
mind—his word.  

a) He speaks death into these armies and they die on the spot. 
b) Last scene in Indiana Jones: Lost Ark

4. The Beast and the false prophet thrown alive into the lake of fire
a) Symbolic of some conscious (alive) torment (fire)

III. Two Observations.
A. It is material vengeance in time and space, in this age.   

1. It is violent and personal. 2 Thess. 1:5-10
2. It is real, earthly revenge for real earthly evil, sin, and crime. 

a) A real battle that is engaged by God against real people who hate him 
and have killed his kids.

3. But this is not about hell, yet. (More on this in Rev.20)

B. It is completely unpalatable to our culture.   Among Christians we find two mistaken 
opinions:

1. Some identify with God’s wrath and try to wield it themselves.    There are 
mean, angry Christians.

a) They nurture anger and contempt in their hearts by thinking that they 
are “being like God” in discerning right from wrong.  We should question  
our anger.

(1) Angry Evangelism is a religious form of WorldThink.
(2) The sword of our anger is not the way of Christ today.  Peter in 
Gethsemane. Jn 18:10-11

2. Some deny God’s wrath as unworthy of him and ignore it.  
a) They basically assume that any real wrath from God is unjust—
precisely the opposite of what the Word of God says about his wrath. 
b) They either deny the existence of God’s wrath or postulate that nobody 
will actually experience it.
c) They ridicule the tangible judgment of God that the Bible takes so 
seriously.

Grant Osborne, author of one of the best and most recent commentaries on Revelation says this: 
(Baker Exetetical Commentary on the New Testament: Revelation, Baker Books, p 694)



“This gruesome image has caused many to wonder at a just, holy God of love.  How can a 
compassionate God do such a thing?  Yet such a question forgets that Yahweh is at one and the 
same time a God of love and a holy God of justice.  To ask the question is to ignore the  
devastating consequences of sin.  We must remember the number of times in the book God has 
offered them forgiveness if they were to repent, yet they again and again refused God’s offer  
(9:20-21; 14:6-7; 16:8, 10-11) and preferred to worship the very demons who hated them (9:1-
21).  They preferred the delusion to the truth.  It is a holy God who must eradicate sin in order to 
inaugurate the perfect reality for which he had created humankind in the first place.”

IV. How then to grasp this vengeance as gospel (good news)? (It is central to the gospel.)
A. It validates and contextualizes our suffering (2 Thess 1)  

1. God knows and personally avenges the evil done to us.
2. People need to know that suffering is not random and meaningless.  It has 
purpose in our life, other’s lives, and if caused by another’s crime against you, 
will be avenged.
3. God knows every sparrow that falls and holds accountable all people who sin 
against others.

B. It motivates us to forgive and love our enemies.    Rom.12:14-21  
1. Because nobody gets away with evil ultimately.
2. People think that if you believe God will judge like he says he will, you will 
become a judge yourself—but this is not so if you understand the gospel!
3. Only when we really grasp that we are all guilty of more or less the same 
crime—idolatry, rejection of God as God—do we really get the power to forgive 
and be agents of reconciliation in the world.
4. Who do you hate today?  Probably one of three

a) Yourself (if you are a failed moralist)
b) Another person or group (if you are a successful moralist)
c) God (if you feel cheated, convicted, offended by being in a fallen 
world)

5. But God does not hate you.  He died for you so that you would not have to 
endure his wrath for your sin.

C. It initiates in us hope for ourselves and the universe.  
1. Evil will not win, or be tolerated in God’s renovated universe.
2. The universe will be cleansed by the creative Word of God functioning as the 
judging Word of God.  

Yale Theologian/Philosopher Miroslav Volf says this:  (Exclusion and Embrace, p 300)
“First God suffers violence on the cross for the salvation of the world.  Then, after God’s 
patience with chaotic powers who refuse to be redeemed by the cross has come to an end, God 
inflicts violence against the stubbornly violent to restore creation’s original peace.  Hence in the 
Apocalypse, the creative word at the dawn of creation becomes the double edged sword at the  
sunset before creation’s new and unending day (Rev.19:15)”



3. There is a certain future fulfillment of goodness and radical rejection and 
destruction of all evil.  The gospel is founded on this reality.

D. It confirms to us that God loves us in an unimaginable way.   Rom.5:6-11  
1. God’s love toward us is unbreakable precisely because he endured his own 
wrath in order to save us from it.  
2. This is Amazing Grace in Personal Action
3. So … The Blood on His robe is his—or his enemies’ (ours)—you chose.  
4. He died to make his enemies his friends.  Will you be one?
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