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Revelation #41

Heaven in Reality
Revelation Chapter 22:1-5

I. John 2:13-22.  Jesus becomes the temple.
A. The temple is where God meets and touches his people.  

1. The interface between the spirit and material realm.
2. The sacrifices provide forgiveness.
3. The priesthood provides mediation.

B. But the temple had become the religion business.  
1. It was no longer about grace and relationship, but about human performance, 
and elitism.
2. God never intended his people to buy into his kingdom with their racial 
superiority, religious performance.

C. Jesus cleanses and replaces the temple—with himself.  
1. Destroyed and brought back indestructible.
2. The only place where God meets and touches people now.

D. The ultimate Temple will be the New Creation. Rev.21-22  
1. The present temple is the body/bride of Christ.  It is alive (1 Cor.3)
2. The future Bride is the New Jerusalem, a temple that fills the creation with 
God in the center of it.

II. Heaven in Reality. 22:1-5. It means three things:
A. The original creation reclaimed (paradise). 1-2.   This whole section resonates with the 
music of Gen.2-3

1. The River of Life. (The Living Water)
a) The source of all life freely flowing through the middle of all 
civilization.

2. The Tree of Life.
a) The tree Adam and Eve were forbidden to eat after they sinned now 
available to all.

3. The healed nations. (We’ve been killing each other since Gen 4
a) Real, redemptive civilization.

4. Physical, material beauty in every way
a) Resurrected earth, heavens, bodies

(1) Continuity
(2) Materiality
(3) Eternality

5. We were created for the material world and that world will be re-created with 
us in it.



B. The Curse is Reversed.3a  
1. The curse was the experience of death at all levels: separation from God, each 
other, the creation itself, and our true selves. Gen 3
2. It will be better than Eden. Many people think that the new creation is only 
restoration of Eden, but it is more than that.

a) Regeneration creates a relationship with God that Adam and Eve did 
not have and that cannot be lost. (Jn.3; Titus 3)

(1) Regeneration, God’s own Spirit inside us forever
b) Resurrection creates an indestructible life in body and character.

(1) Adam and Eve could theoretically live forever, but could still 
sin and die.  The new creation cannot be deceived, fall into sin, or 
be destroyed because God Himself is a permanent part of His 
Creation.

c) Suffering creates the capacity for joy.  2 Cor.4:16-17
(1) If you have suffered a physical injury, then seen it restored, has 
your ability to appreciate and enjoy that aspect of your life 
increased or decreased?
(2) The suffering in this life is creating larger capacities to enjoy 
the renewed life. 

3. It will make the suffering worthwhile.   Rom.8:18-25
a) All that is sad will come untrue (Sam Gamgee to Gandalf)
b) All the evil will be turned inside out and made worthwhile.

C. The Lord enthroned among us. 3b-4   (God and Lamb = One)
1. His presence transforming everything.
2. His name on our foreheads: 

a) His identity is what we were created for.
3. His authority running through us. 

a) Reigning with him = being his vice regents in a new and perfect 
universe.



III. We’re not there yet, but two things we must grasp.
A. The headwaters of the river of life are not in this world/age.   

1. The life source is not from this world.
2. All idolatry stems from the idea that life is sourced in this world and centered 
on us. Mammon, Mtt.6:24
3. Our world still functions as if it is the source of life rather than God.  God’s 
word sustains the material world which sustains our material life.  But there is a 
deeper reality—God’s word expressed into our souls that enables us to live 
spiritually. Deut 8

B. The curse we live under cannot be lifted by us.   Gal. 3:13
1. How can cursed people inherit this amazing reality?

a) The Lamb became a curse for us.  
2. Question: is the curse still on you?  It is if you have not repented and come to 
the One who absorbed the curse for you. Humanity dwells under a curse.

C. The Door to this life is still open today.   
1. Jn 10:9.  I am the door.  If anyone enters by me he will be rescued.
2. The good news for many is that the New Heavens and New Earth have not yet 
been created, so there is time to become a part of this reality now.
3. Be baptized today into the Trinitarian reality.
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