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Revelation #44

Come to the Water
Revelation Chapter 22:16-21

I. John 4:7-24.  The woman at the well.
A. She had a thirst she did not understand.  

1. That is why Jesus brings up her multiple marriages.
B. He had the water that she did not understand.  

1. Water is the great metaphor for spirit life in God. Jn. 7
2. Without it we die of thirst, with it we and all material life flourishes.

C. That Source is him and she needed to trust him.  
1. Life comes directly from Him, not the temple, not her sacrifices, not other 
men.
2. Temples were where the spirit reality intersected with the material, where God 
spoke to and forgave humanity. He is the temple now.

This Water of life is the refreshing theme in Rev 21-22

II. Revelation 22:16-21.  Five things the Lord says to us:
A. I’m the one saying all this.  16.  So …  

1. He is the fulfillment of the Old Covenant, connecting all the dots.
a) The root and descendant of David. (Isa.11:1, 10; Rom.1:3)
b) The bright and morning star. (Num.14:17)

(1) Venus before sunrise.  Hope, light, deliverance.

B. Come to me now. 17  
1. The Spirit and the Bride say “Come.”

a) Spirit says it through the Bride, the Church.
2. The one who hears says, “Come.”

a) Individual people hear Christ’s Word and beckon (Jn.10:27)
3. Those who desire may drink the water of life without paying for it.

C. Don’t mess with my message… 18-19  
1. The message of Revelation is the message of the Gospel scrolled forward,   
seen in its fruition and fulfillment.

a) God’s creation has been infected with a profound evil and must be 
rescued. 

(1) The wrath of God being poured out against all evil in every 
dimension. Rom. 1:18
(2) The destiny of the universe and every soul in it lies in the 
balance.

b) God himself in Christ has entered the material creation and died under 
his own wrath at the cross, being raised again to material resurrection life.

(1) The slain Lamb of chapter 5.
(2) He drinks his own punishment for all sin.



c) God himself in Christ will judge and destroy the evil in this age and 
renovate the entire universe.

(1) The slain lamb opens the scroll and unlocks the destiny of 
humanity and the universe itself. Rev. 6-22

d) So Christ, the slain lamb, God in human flesh, is alive forever and now 
the Lord, savior and judge of all dimensions, time, space, spirit, matter. 
(Matt.28:18-20)
e) This Christ offers free and eternal forgiveness, life, reconciliation with 
God and a share in the new universe. Luke 24:45-47

2. Changing the message of the gospel brings a curse. (Gal. 1:6-11)  
a) Because what you believe about reality and who you trust with it 
determines your destiny. 

(1) Same as this age. Wrong turns take you in wrong directions.
b) Because the message of judgment and salvation in the slain lamb is the 
only message that if you come to believe and know it, will save you 
forever.

D. Move forward with my return in focus. 20  
1. The return of Christ is the orienting reality for all Christians.

a) The presence of accountability clears the mind of temptation and 
struggle about evil. 

(1) Like when a state trooper pulls in behind you.
b) The promise of rescue gives endurance in suffering.

(1) This is not all there is.  There is hope.

E. Live completely in my grace. 21  
1. The only way to live for the Lord is to constantly reside in his Grace, knowing 
that no matter what his death and his goodness are yours, imputed to you by faith. 
You are safe to stand and try to walk.
2. Sanctificatioin is as much by grace as justification is. (Phil.2:12-13)
3. The slain and risen lamb, the Lord of the universe, loves you irrevocably. 
Rom.8:32 ff.
4. Revelation shows amazing grace for Christ’s sheep.

So, come to the water that the Lord provides, and stay in it. Today.



III. Thoughts on the water of life.
A. What it is: Life itself.    

1. What we try to preserve and supply with all we do for our entire lives.
a) We have a small drop of life on loan from God, yet infected and 
dissipating.
b) We try to preserve it but we cannot really produce more on our own.

2. Thirst is horrible.  Without water we die.
B. Where it comes from: God’s own being.  

1. The headwaters of life are not in this dimension.
2. God’s water comes from an artesian well—you drink it; you don’t pump it, 
haul it, or produce it on your own.

C. Where it flows: Through the desert.  
1. In this age: The life of God flows in the middle of this desert, the goodness of 
God through the gospel is experienced in the midst of pain, sorrow, grief, fear and 
confusion. (2 Cor.1:8-11)
2. In the next age: The life of God flows unhindered through all of creation, the 
river of water of life.

D. Where it’s going: A new living universe. (Rev.20-22)  
1. The river of the water of life. 
2. Nourishing an endless supply of social and material healing (the tree of life 
times 12 with leaves for healing)
3. The picture is one of tangible life flowing directly from God himself, and 
reversing the 2nd law of thermodynamics. A truly living universe.

E. How to get it: Repent and trust the Lord Christ. (Jn.4:14; 7:38)  
1. Come to Christ (Rev. 22:17)
2. We carve cisterns to catch what the world supplies. (Jer.2:13)
3. But in the Lord it is a free artesian well.

F. What it costs:  Nothing to you, everything to Him.   (Rev.22:17)
1. Because the Slain Lamb paid for it on your behalf.
2. When Jesus died on the cross, he absorbed all the curses symbolized in the 
Revelation, the total wrath of God.  That is why if we live in another reality than 
the gospel, we will have to endure that wrath, those curses.
3. He died of thirst so that we would not ever have to.
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