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First John #1

John the Apostle

I. Open with 1 John 1:1-4.
A. Eye-witness testimony to God’s life in human form. (Similar to John 1)  

1. We saw, heard, touched, experienced—God’s life as a human!
B. To announcing that this life is available to you.  

1. So that you may share (koinonia, fellowship) with us and God.
2. John’s perspective on the gospel: It is God’s life made available to you by 
cleansing your sin and making you born from above.  
3. This life is a shared life, not just a solitary, individualized experience of the 
divine.

C. Written by the man most qualified to write it.  
1. A man profoundly transformed by Christ.
2. John the Apostle: Jesus’ best friend. In his 80s

II. Who Was John the Apostle? Jesus’ best friend. (Peter? Paul?)
A. From a prominent blue-collar Galilean family. Mk.1:14-20   

1. Commercial fishing business in Capernaum.
2. Father: Zebedee.  Had servants, connections with the High Priest.
3. Mother: Salome. One of the women who came to Christ and went all the way 
to the cross.
4. Younger brother of James, first martyr (Acts 12:1)
5. Called when he was very young. (Probably a late teenager)
6. A disciple of John the Baptist first (as were most of Jesus’ first disciples)



B. Became Jesus’ best friend.  
1. Refers to himself as “the disciple whom Jesus loved.”

a) Jn.13:23, 19:26; 20:2; 21:7, 20
2. Part of the inner circle (Peter, James and John)

a) Saw the water turned to wine at Cana (Jn.2)
b) Saw the Transfiguration (Mtt.17; Mk.9; Lk.9)
c) Saw the raising of Jairus’ daughter (Mk.5:35-37)
d) Was with Jesus when he predicted Jerusalem’s fall (Mk.13:3)

3. Had a unique role in the death, burial, and resurrection.
a) Was sent with Peter to prepare the last supper. (Lk.22:8)
b) Was right next to Jesus at the last supper. “leaned on Jesus’ chest to 
ask Peter’s question about who would betray. (Jn.13:23-26)
c) Was privately with Jesus in Gethsemane (fell asleep) Mk.14:32-33)
d) Followed (along with Peter) into Caiaphas’ courtyard.
e) The only apostle who stayed at the cross with the women to see the 
Lord’s final hours. (Jn.19:26)
f) Took care of Mary after Jesus’ died. (Jn. 19:26-27)
g) The first apostle to the tomb. Jn.20:1-10
h) After 8 days, went with Peter back to fishing in Galilee (Jn.21)
i) Was the first to recognize Jesus from the boat.  (Jn. 21)
j) When Peter was restored, his first question was, “What about this 
man? (John)  

C. Had the longest apostolic career.  
1. Last to die (his older brother James was the first to die).

a) Probably in his 80’s
2. Wrote five NT documents.

a) John, 1, 2, 3 John, and Revelation.
b) All in the last few years of his life, (AD 85-100)

3. Was a leader in Jerusalem after the resurrection and Pentecost.
a) Stayed at least 15 years there.
b) Was with Peter when they healed the lame man at the Temple (Acts 3)
c) Was (with Peter) the first to be arrested and imprisoned (Acts 4)

4. Was  the leader over the Asian churches. (The 7 churches of Revelation).
a) While there, he was banished to the island of Patmos, where he 
received the Revelation.

5. Tradition says: 
a) He was taken to Rome by Emperor Domitian and boiled in oil, but was 
not hurt and was eventually released.
b) He returned to Ephesus where he testified to the authenticity of the 
first three (synoptic) gospels.
c) Wrote his gospel to fill in what he felt needed to be added to the 
others.
d) When he was too old to walk, they carried him into the assembly of 
the believers and he would simply say “little children, love one another.”



III. What do we learn about the Gospel from John’s view?
A. That it changes us from the inside out.  It did this for John profoundly.  

1. From ambition to service.
a) Mark 10:35-45. Can we rule the universe for you?
b) 1 Jn.2:15-17. Do not love (lust after) the world or its things.
c) Many Christians simply do not get the difference between nice 
WorldThink and real KingdomThink. 
d) Ambition + Failure = anger, depression, alienation, isolation

2. From anger to compassion. 
a) Luke 9:49-55 ff.  Shall we kill these people?
b) 1 Jn.4:7-8. God is love and we know we know him because we have 
learned to love.
c) Anger is one of the three great attacks of the enemy (anger, lust, fear) 
that seek to disrupt our faith in Christ.

B. That it is based on what God has done for us, not what we do for him. Jn.20:24-31.   
Jn.3:16

1. Thomas needed to believe and know that Jesus is the risen Lord and personal 
Savior. So do you.

a) He died for us and came back from the dead.
b) He is Lord and God.

2. So, do not disbelieve, but believe.
a) There is a decision to point your mind and will in a certain direction—
toward Christ.
b) Give up your skepticism and come to Christ.
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