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1 John 1:1-4

The Word of Life

I. Open with the Gospel of John 1:1-5, 9-14.  Note three things:
A. The Word is the expression of God’s own Presence/Mind in real human form—a   
Person who completely expresses God’s life (Col.1:9). 1,14

1. He is the source of all life, temporal and eternal.
2. We are God’s idea; He is not ours.  

a) This simple truth is the beginning of understanding reality, the 
beginning of all knowledge.. Pr.1:7.
b) Rejection of this simple truth is the root of all idolatry and evil in the 
world. (See Rom.1:21 and context.)

3. You have been taught implicitly and explicitly that God is our idea.
a)  Since Feuerbach (mid 19th century) and Freud, (early 20th century).

B. This Person is also the Light that illuminates ultimate reality. 9  
1. The light = ultimate understanding of reality.
2. The only provider of the only true perspective on the world.

C. Only those who received him became his children, sharing his life. 12-13  
1. Receive = believe in his name = personally come under his identity and 
authority (name).
2. All people are not by nature God’s children.
3. God (not man) gives his children new Spirit-birth. Jn.3

II. 1 John 1:1-4. Three Stunning Realities of the Gospel: How human God is; how persuasive 
the proclamation is; how simple faith is.

A. How human God is. Eye-witness testimony to God’s life as a human.
1. We saw, heard, touched, experienced!!  God is a man—Christ Jesus.

a) He is risen and ascended—but remains human forever.
2. All religions emphatically do not teach the same things about ultimate reality. 

a) They share many moral ideas, but not the metaphysical ones. They do 
not believe that God is both immanent (in it and with it) and transcendent 
(over it and above it) in relation to the cosmos. They believe one or the 
other—but not both.
b) See Appendix to C.S.Lewis, Abolition of Man for what he calls the 
Tao (the Way) of morality that all philosophies and religions hold, which 
gives the impression that “all religions teach basically the same thing.”

3. Only the message about Christ teaches that God has become a permanent  
part of his creation to redeem it.
4. And this is central to grasping eternal life. 

a) 2Jn7. Denying the incarnation is antichrist thinking.



B. How persuasive the proclamation is. (Greek "apangello": announce, proclaim)
1. A deliberate attempt to persuade and convert you.

a) Do not be ashamed of trying to persuade.  Acts 18:4
b) All messages about ultimate reality are trying to persuade. 
(Naturalism, spiritism, religion, gospel).
c) It is the right thing to do.

2. When we don’t want to present Christ, it is usually for one of 3 reasons:
a) We may not be a Christian.  

(1) Not an unhealthy question to ask, but be careful.
(2) Real Christians are very sensitive to this question and care very 
much about the answer.

b) We may not be impressed with Christ and the gospel.  
(1) We do not consider it valuable message about reality.
(2) We do not consider Jesus as an expert or authority on life—
only on religion (whatever that means)
(3) We think of it as rules, church, “organized religion.”

c) We may be overwhelmed with   this   life.   
(1) Life’s size, seriousness and complexity obscure His glory.
(2) Life is very hard, dangerous, and has much trauma and grief
(3) As adults we spend enormous amounts of time trying to tame 
life and make it do what we want.
(4) This very seriousness of life obscures the power of the gospel, 
so we don’t share it as a valuable thing.
(5) Yet, if the gospel is true, then it dwarfs all of our current griefs,  
problems, traumas, by the same principle that a tsunami changes  
the cares of all in its path. (except that the gospel is a tsunami of  
grace, washing away all the evil in this world).

3. The answer to our lack of desire to share Christ is not what we might 
think: It’s not to…

a) Feel guilty: 
(1) Guilt is a terrible, legalistic motivator.
(2) God loves you whether you witness or not. 
(3) Because his love and comittment to you is not in any way 
rooted in your personal ability to do the right thing. (Rom.5:10-
11)

b) Renew our efforts by our own will power.
(1) I’ll do better, God.  You’ll see.

c) Learn a new technique. 
(1) Lots of good ones out there, but these are not the answer for a 
person who doesn’t want to share, or is embarrassed of the gospel.



4. It’s to go back to the Gospel again!
a) Go back into the real truth of the gospel of grace and stay at the foot of 
the cross until you are transfixed by the reality of who Christ is and what 
God has done for us. 
b) Pray and take in anything that will increase our understanding of 
Christ and the gospel until he fills the screen of our mind again.
c) When it hits you again, and you are impressed again with who Jesus is 
and what he did and is doing, you will want to persuade others to trust  
him.

C. How Simple the Faith is. John 20:28-31.
1. Believing means changing your mind about who Jesus is and what he did, 
based on the Spirit-born testimony of those who first saw him—the NT.

a) Repent = Metanoia = change your mind about God and Christ.
2. Believing means knowing he is Lord and God—your Lord and God—and 
saying so.

a) Note that this faith is in the crucified, risen Lord God. Rom.10:9-10.
3. Believing means trusting that he died for you and was raised for you, so that 
you would have permanent life-share (koinonia) with God himself forever.  

a) This is the atonement (Rom.3:21-4:8)
4. The Gospel is that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

a) This is a simple, yet radical and profound reality that, when personally 
appropriated into the soul, completely changes our worldview, 
relationships, and destiny.  That is the hope of the gospel.
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