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1 John 1:1-4

Eternal Life, Part 2

I. Jn.10:22-30. Jesus is all about eternal life. (zoe aionion) life of the ages.
A. It is a personal gift.

1. Not a universal principle you tap into (New Age idea)
B. It is an endless gift.

1. How could one have eternal life temporarily?
C. It is a Trinitarian gift.  Mtt.28:18-20

1. He shares the same life as the Father. (30)
2. Neuter (hen) refers to unity of essence, but not person.
3. They share the same metaphysical essence but individual personhood.

D. This aspect—the incarnational reality of Christ, the essence of God as a human—is  
the background for First John.

1. There were some people who denied the incarnation and talked about 
spirituality without God, without the incarnation.

II. 1 Jn.1:1-4. From last week: Eternal life is:
A. Christ Himself.   I am the … Life   (Jn.14:6)  
B. God’s own uncreated life—His Spirit.  
C. The life of the next age.  

III. This week 4 more things about Eternal Life:
A. A Word-born life. 2.   We testify … proclaimed to you  .  

1. 1 Peter 1:22-23.
a) You were born again not with perishable, but imperishable seed—the 
word of God.
b) Greek spore = seed.  A message that you hear, think about, and that 
draws you into faith in Christ.
c) Your thinking transforms you, which is why believing (trusting what 
you think and know) is crucial in knowing God.

2. Rom. 1:16-17. 
a) The Gospel is the power of God for salvation.
b) It comes in a simple, verbal announcement. The message of the gospel. 
Rom.1:16-17.

3. This is why we take this message to others: mission. Rom.10



B. Intimate, shared life: 3.   koinonia and Joy  —  so that you may have fellowship with us  
and God.

1. John 17:3.  This is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 

a) Jn.10:27. I know them, they follow me
2. Mutual mystical union  . Jn.17:21-23 (they one as we are one, 

a) Sharing life with God means he gets to meddle with your life and 
reduce your “freedom” to be self-centered.
b) When we know God, we know each other in a new way, too.

3. Loving committed knowledge.   (Like marriage) Jn. 17:3; 10:27
a) Like being in love—it changes the perspective on everything.  
b) Love is the moral center of the universe.  It comes from the heart and 
mind of God.  This is a key to the meaning of the universe.

(1) How can you tell you’re in love?  The songs make sense.
(2) How can you tell you have eternal life? Worship makes sense.

4. But it is also a loss of “privacy”and self-determination. God messes with your  
life at every level—like in a marriage.

C. Easily obscured life. 3b   that you may have (5:13, that you may know you have it)  
1. You may not have it, or may not appreciate it. 

a)  John wants to help you know.
2. Eternal life comes into focus for us when something in this life fails us. 

a) This age offers many loves (romance, power, success, health) that 
obscure eternal life—until they fail.

3. This is 9-11, the 10-year anniversary.  The country turned to God when 
the attack came.
4. Is something failing you in this age, some other love?  Now is the time to look 
for eternal life. 

D. An expensive gifted life.   I give them eternal life Jn.10:28  
1. We cannot earn this life.  He earned it and gives it only as a gift. Rom.6:23
2. Because it can only be experienced by a person who is morally pristine—holy 
and good from the inside out. Which we are not. (Rom.3:23)
3. Which means that our sin must be wiped away completely for us to receive 
this life.  This we cannot do for ourselves.  But God in Christ did. (Rom.3:21-4:8; 
8:1-8; 2 Cor.5:21)
4. Christ Jesus deliberately took all the blame for you, lost his earthly life so  
that we could share his eternal, divine life—the presence of the Spirit—forever.
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