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1 John 1:8-10

Living at the Cross

I. Luke 18:9-14.  A classic shocker from Jesus, against religion.
A. The good guy is not declared good with God (not justified)  

1. The cause of his not being good is his own virtue!
B. The bad guy is declared good (justified) with God.  

1. The cause (indirectly) of his being justified is a profound awareness of his 
badness.  “Have mercy on me, a sinner!”
2. You are better off as a bad guy than a good guy.

C. Two things according to Jesus:
1. The human race is much worse than it thinks it is.

a) The best of us is not really better than the worst of us.
2. We cannot self-justify. Lk.18:9

a) Either by running away and pretending there is no God and that you 
are not sinning.
b) Or by staying very religious and pretending we don’t need to repent 
because we haven’t done anything really sinful.
c) Having a relationship with God is not something we can do on our  
own. Because of real evil, sin, in our inner lives.
d) We are hopeless on our own. 

II. First John was written into a similar “self-justifying” situation. False teachers had left 
the church and begun a spiritistic cult that claimed to be gospel, but was self-justifying:

A. Claimed to know God in covenant. (Have fellowship with God)
B. Denied that God has become a real man. (The incarnation)
C. Denied the need for atonement (the cross)
D. Denied the need to love others (love as proof of regeneration)

III. The key is fellowship with God: knowing God and knowing that we know him. (1:3)
A. Two troubling realities implied here.

1. It is possible to think you are good with God, and be completely mistaken.   
(Matt.7:21-23; Lk.18:9-14)

a) To be a really good person on the outside, even using Jesus’ name for 
ministry, and yet never have repented of evil in your own life.

2. It is possible to be good with God, and wonder if it is really true. (1 Jn.5:13)  
a) To be a real Christian, forgiven and cleansed, yet not feel it all the time 
and have doubts about your salvation.



IV. So how can we know that we know the Lord? 5 things in order. (What 1 John is about). 
(1) We affirm the gospel,  (2)  which means we are constantly aware of how bad we are, (3) 
which teaches us to live in the paradox of the gospel, (4) which produces in us a life of humble, 
less-than-perfect, real goodness, (5) which stems from the power of the gospel itself (the Spirit’s 
life within us).

A. We affirm and believe the message of the Gospel as ultimate Truth. (1-10)  
1. The light = the life of God in Christ, perfect in goodness, no evil at all (Jn.1:4)
2. The Truth = the truth of the Gospel, the message of the cross and the risen 
king.
3. That the determining reality of the universe is the person and work of Christ.

B. Which means we are constantly aware that we are completely evil  . (In this age, apart 
from Christ). 

1. The gospel is bad news before it is good news. Jn.16:1-11
2. In this age we are always the tax gatherer who beats his breast.
3. 1 Tim.1:15 (Rom.7:15-20).  Paul considered himself the worst sinner, and 
struggled with sin, to the end of this life.

C. Which teaches us to live in the   paradox   of the gospel.  
1. We are much worse than we think we are in our own selves.

a) Sinners through and through. 8, 10
2. We are much better than we think we are in Christ.

a) Loved beyond our wildest imagination.
b) It is always his grace, not our obedience, that validates us, justifies us.

D. Which produces in us a life of humble, less than perfect, real goodness.  
1. This paradox alone produces humility and courage.

a) If you forget you are evil and alive only by God’s grace, you will 
become a Pharisee, angry, judgmental, superior, unforgiving.

2. Grasping this will make us forgiving, loving, humble, courageous, sacrificial 
people.
3. When we don’t get this, we get angry …

a) Get angry, give up and run away (the prodigal son)
b) Get angry at society for being bad.
c) Get angry at ourselves for failing.
d) Get angry at God for not making life easier.



E. Which stems from the power of the cross. 7, 9  
1. 1 Cor.1:22-25. Wisdom of the Cross, foolishness to Greeks and stumbling 
block to Jews
2. What is the power of the gospel, the cross?    

a) The key is in the idea that God is both faithful and just through the   
blood of Christ. 7, 9
b) Faithful (pistos) = reliable to bring his promise of eternal life to people 
he loves.
c) Just/righteous (dikios) = completely morally right, fair to judge all evil 
forever.

3. But this presents a huge problem: God loves and has made covenant with   
people who fail in their part of the covenant!

a) God promises to bless those who obey him.  
b) Those he loves and has made the promise to cannot and do not obey 
him consistently.
c) How can he be faithful to us in love, and still judge justly all the sin?

4. Answer: the Cross of Christ. The blood of Jesus is where the faithful, 
covenant keeping love of God meets the justice and holiness of God.

a) This is why no other message can save you.
b) This is why no other love can validate you
c) This is why no other work is needed for your justification.
d) This is why no other response but repentance, faith and loyalty 
(obedience) is appropriate.
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