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1 John 2:1-3

The Advocate

I. Matt. 11:25-30. Jesus praises God for revealing Life in Christ.
A. To children. (napioi = infants)

1. Rather than those inclined to trust their own wisdom.
2. Children trust what they are told by their parents—this is the way God works 
with us, not by our own wisdom and understanding but by his.

B. Through the Son—the ultimate revelation of God.
1. This is the gospel. Heb.1:1-3

C. Resulting in becoming an apprentice to Jesus.
1. Mathetes: disciple, learner, apprentice
2. Take My Yoke: letting Christ shape your mind.

II. Yet, there are many who seem to come, but do not let the gospel shape their minds. Read 
1 Jn. 1:5-2:3.  

A. John wrote to combat certain “Ex-Christian” teachers who were saying at least 4 
things: 

1. Jesus is not God in real human flesh. (Denying the incarnation)  
a) They said that Jesus is a good teacher, but deny the incarnation and/or 
the bodily resurrection.

2. You don’t need to admit or repent of sin to have a relationship with God.   
(Denying the atonement).

a) In other words, you can come in your own merit. 
b) They taught that human sin is not the thing that separates you from 
God—ignorance is.  Ignorance is part of the problem, but it is ignorance  
of sin and God’s salvation.

3. You can know God and not be an apprentice to Christ. (Denying the   
obedience and discipleship of a true Christian)

a) This is why John emphasizes constant repentance (1:8-10)
b) The most profound disobedience is refusal to believe the gospel—that 
Jesus is the Christ, God in the flesh who died for our sins and came back 
from the dead and rules the universe as Lord (Acts 2:36).  In other words 
the refusal to let God save you without your works added.  
c) Yet, this is (paradoxically) the very reality that suits us to be true  
apprentices and live in real obedience to the grace and power of Christ’s  
word.

4. You can have a relationship with God without having a relationship with other   
Christians. (Denying the Great Commandment)

a) Love is the hallmark of true Holy Spirit life. Jn.13:34
b) Love especially for other Christians (brothers), but also for non-
Christians (neighbors) in a way that communicates the gospel to them 
(missional, missions)

5. This is a separatist, spiritist cult that claims a superior form of Christian  
spirituality but without the real gospel.  It is self-salvation through “Christian” 
spiritism/legalism.



III. The Advocate: Jesus Christ the Righteous.
A. Why we need him:   Because we are sinners  .  

1. We are utter moral failures and desperately need an advocate.
a) It is crucial that we realize (not just pretend to realize) that we are 
complete moral failures (the point of 1:5-10)
b) This is unpalatable in our culture, but clearly true in the Bible.
c) This sounds like bad news, but it is good news.

2. Sin deeply enmeshed in our nature has rendered us utterly helpless. Rom.5:6
a) Sin is not simply an external thing, a surface issue.
b) We are not basically good people who from time to time violate some 
arbitrary religious rules.

B. What he does.   He points to the cross.   (Rom 3:21-4:8)  
1. He represents us to the Father

a) Paraklete: Is on our side, one who comes along side
b) A lawyer, a counselor, a friend, 
c) Is completely right in representing us. (Jesus Christ the righteous)

2. He points to his own propitiation. (Rom.3:21-28). 
a) He brings Justice, not simply mercy.

(1) Propitiation = Hilasmos = absorbing the entire payment (God’s 
wrath) for the sin. 
(2) God combines justice and love at the cross. 

b) Not “pleading” for patience or mercy, but presenting a case (it doesn’t 
say Jesus Christ the merciful, but Jesus Christ the righteous)

(1) Not a case for innocence on our part, but a case for the penalty 
having already been carried out, like a person who has “paid their 
debt to society” already.  
(2) We can’t be tried twice for the same crime.
(3) So, if you are in Christ, you will not be blamed for the sins you 
commit—he will.

c) Christ really did take the blame for our sin.  The Father did not 
“pretend” to blame Jesus for our sins—he really did blame him 
(Rom.3:21-4:8; 8:32; 2 Cor.5:21; Gal.3:13)

(1) This why we must not “pretend” to be forgiven!!
3. This is God in human flesh, defending us against his own justice, not by  
claiming our innocence, but by absorbing our guilt.

a) The judge fires the execution bullet, then receives it himself.  Justice is  
forced to serve the purposes of love and mercy by shear personal  
sacrifice!  This is a main principle of the life of God and of discipleship to  
Christ.



C. How we can know that we know him. (3) (5:13)  . We are apprentices to Christ (Mtt. 
11:25-30)

1. We want him to tell us how to live. Starting with believing the gospel. Jn.6:29
2. Believing and affirming the saving lordship of Christ produces a change in us.
3. The change on the inside produces a deep desire to be loyal and obedient to 
him as the savior/king.  Apprentices.

a) Note: the internal life/light produces the change; the change in  
behavior does not produce the life.  The difference between these two is  
huge.
b) The behavior evidences the life, it does not produce it.

4. This new desire produces a struggle between our old will and his new will 
within us, a struggle we sometimes fail in. (Gal.5)

a) This desire is not perfectly carried out. Else why the proviso for the  
Advocate.
b) In fact this desire is often experienced in sorrow over failure to live  
out what we desire. Rom.7:15

5. Yet, utter absence of conviction of sin or desire to obey is a bad sign.  Where 
is the life?

a) Willing, unrepentant ignorance (ignoring) of his instructions and 
commands is an indicator that one does not know him. (Matt.7:21-23)
b) Yet, there is an “unwilling” failure factor (1 Jn.2:1; Rom.7:15 ff)

IV. You need this Advocate, who loves you much more than you love him and more than 
you love yourself. Matt.11:25-30

A. If you are struggling with sin, this is very good news—you are the type of person who 
will gladly repent and believe and follow Jesus, the Savior King!

1. Why? Because you know you cannot redeem yourself, validate yourself, 
prove yourself, or save yourself.  You are a helpless child in God’s presence. 
Jesus says, come.

B. Become a child: Come to Christ, the only Advocate you need.
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