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1 John 2:3-11
Knowing God

I. God’s Word (his Law) says that the universe was created to love Him.
A. Jesus confirms this for everybody. Mark 12:28-34. The bottom line.

1. Love the Lord with all your heart, soul and mind. Deut.6:4-5
2. Love your neighbor as yourself. Lev. 19:18 (Rom.13:8-10; Gal.5:14)
3. Four Things to Note:

a) This is not the Decalogue; it is deeper than the Decalogue.  
(1) Neither of these is a quotation of the Decalogue.
(2) The Decalogue is not the summation of God’s Law, this is.
(3) The Law of God is deeper than bare “obedience” to the  
Decalogue.

b) This not the gospel, it is the summation of the Law.  
(1) The Law is the opposite of the gospel in a very real way,  
because it shows us what we fail to do.
(2) It is not a means of salvation. Saying that you are doing this is  
ludicrous.

c) This not confirmation of the scribe’s membership in the kingdom, it is   
a reminder that he is not in the kingdom yet. (34)

(1) Jesus does not say that anybody has ever done this perfectly. 
(2) Just knowing the command is not the same as doing it.
(3) Just knowing about salvation is not the same has having it—
and it cannot be achieved by us.

d) This is not Jesus agreeing with the scribe; it is Jesus taking authority   
over the Law and the scribe.

(1) He is the one who has authority to interpret the Law and decide 
how far the scribe is from the kingdom.

4. God is so great that relationship with him demands a love that cannot be the  
result of a demand.  

a) His Person requires a loyalty that cannot be the result of a 
requirement.
b) But this is also true for us, right?  Do you want somebody to love you 
because you demanded it?
c) “I love you … because you told me to?”

B. Jesus applied it to his disciples specifically. John 13:34-35.  
1. He re-states the great commandment as the authenticating mark for his people. 
2. He calls it his New Commandment. 2 things to note.

a) The standard of the love is him, rather than ourselves.   
(1) Love each other as I have loved you.
(2) This is a higher sort of love, a self-sacrificial love.

b) Therefore the source of the love is in the gospel, rather than anything   
in us. 

(1) He will supply the means to it at the cross.  (31-33)



What does this have to do with John’s letter to his friends?  Everything.  There were people 
who claimed to love and know God, but who didn’t, and it showed because they did not 
love others.  John writes to warn against such a fake gospel.

II. John wrote to warn against people who claimed to know God and walk in the light, but 
didn’t.  These fake Christians taught at least 4 things: 

A. You don’t need to know that God became a man in order to know and love him.   
1. They said that Jesus is a good teacher, but deny the incarnation and/or the 
bodily resurrection.
2. This is Jesus the Guru, not Jesus the Savior and Lord

B. You don’t need to have your relationship with God healed at the cross.   
1. Sin is not a real problem.  You are not an enemy of God. 

a) You are not at his mercy.
2. You may need understanding and patience, but not repentance and 
forgiveness.

C. You can know and love God and not be an apprentice to Christ.  
1. You don’t need to learn and listen to Christ’s instructions, commands, Word.

D. You can know and love God without loving other people.   
1. Your sentimental feelings about God are all that is needed to prove to you  
that you have a relationship with him.
2. But these feelings may just be a projection, your own image projected on 
God’s wall.

III. But John says, The Proof is in the Pudding. Read 1 Jn.2:1-11. 4 things.
A. The evidence for a life with God: Obedience and Loyalty to his commands. See 
3:23-24

1. The specific obedience in mind here is faith in Christ and love for others. 
2. Believe in the name of God’s Son, Jesus Christ

a) Name = identity and authority
3. Love one another as he commanded = to value and bless a person.

B. The focus of a life with God: The kingdom and the next age. 8
1. The commandment is true because the darkness is passing away and the true  
light is already shining.  John’s view is forward, to the final light, as this dark  
age is passing away.  Christ began this new age at the  
cross/resurrection/ascension.  We live in it as Christians daily.
2. By looking at the sunrise, anticipating the next age, we see the destiny of the 
unrepentant (unutterably horrible) and the glory of the New Universe 
(unbelievably wonderful).
3. This perspective changes our view of our enemies and brings compassion 
even when we are angry at the sin.



C. The poison of a life with God: hatred. 10-11
1. Contempt for people: Hatred.

a) Hate: miseo = to have contempt for = to look down on, detest, have an 
aversion to.  Jas.1:20

2. `But what if they truly sin against us? 
a) Our desire for justice (vengeance) can be released to God.
b) He will avenge … or forgive a repentant one.
c) But justice will be done either way.

3. There is always a “reason” we hate somebody, but the hatred itself is worse 
than the thing we hate them for.  
4. Hatred is addictive and blinding. 
5. The antidote for the poison of contempt is not will power, but repentance  
and return to the Cross.

D. The source of a life with God: The Advocate who is the Sacrifice. 1-2
1. He took the initiative to love us even while he was wrathful against us for our   
sin, and even while we were his personal enemies. Rom.5:6-10

a) Which is why he tells us to take initiative to forgive and never take our  
own revenge. Rom.12:19-21

2. Through the Cross he gives us the fulfillment of the Great/New   
Commandment.

a) Jesus Christ is the only human who loved God with all his heart, soul, 
mind.
b) Jesus Christ is the only human who loved even his enemies, to his own 
death.

3. Two things that happen when you come to Christ.
a) The great exchange: your failure for his success. 2 Cor. 5:21

(1) He gives you his credit for loving God with all your heart, soul, 
mind.
(2) He takes the blame and the curse for your not loving God and 
others

b) The new heart. Jer.31:31-34; Ez.36:25-27
(1) Love for God and others must come from the new heart, being 
born from above, born again.
(2) This new birth happens when you come to Christ.
(3) With this new heart we can learn to obey, love, and live out the 
life of Christ. 2:6.

God is setting the world straight with him through the gospel.  It is a restoration of love, based on 
justice, accomplished at the cross, effective forever in the new universe.  This is what you need 
more than anything.  As a Christian, we need to ask the Lord to so impress us with what he did 
for us that the profound relief of being forgiven flows through us to others in actions and 
attitudes of compassion, love, service, and forgiveness.  So, the Lord fulfills his own command 
for us, in us, and through us to the world.  This is the gospel in action.
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