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1 John 2:12-13
Little Children

I. Matt. 11:25-29. The context is the culture’s rejection of Jesus as Christ (20-24)
A. The “these things” are the message of the gospel of the kingdom.

1. That Jesus is the king in God’s kingdom.
B. The message is hidden from people who are self-confident.

1. The “wise and understanding/intelligent.”
2. The gospel is God’s intellectual property.

C. The message has been revealed to infants.
1. Greek napioi, tiny infants

II. Skip forward 35 years: John’s Christian friends were being courted by teachers who had 
broken off and were developing a “spirituality” without Christ.

A. Without the Cross and the Crown. 1:1-4  
1. Without the incarnation/propitiation/lordship of Christ.
2. That is why John emphasizes these in the letter.

B. Without repentance and forgiveness for sin. 1:8-2:2 (Lk.24:47)  
1. No emphasis or need for propitiation: the Cross.

a) That they never sinned. (Our secular culture)
b) That sin didn’t matter. (Our spiritistic culture)

(1) “Spirituality” is all that matters
c) That they had somehow “stopped sinning” in a way that made them 
not need repentance/forgiveness/grace anymore.

(1) Needing less or no grace now that they were “spiritual.”
C. Without moral/spiritual transformation—Love and Loyalty to Christ. 2:3-11  

1. The walking-in-the-light motif
2. The supremacy of Love as the primary proof of life.

III. John has deliberately questioned the spiritual condition of those teachers.
A. They walk in the darkness, not loyal, not loving.
B. They are lying about knowing the Lord.
C. This makes all Christians ask themselves (and God) the hard question—Am I a Real  
One?

IV. But, lest he discourage the very people he wants to encourage, he becomes very fatherly, 
pastoral in 2:12-14.

V. John calls us all Little Children. He got the idea from Jesus:
A. This is a very Jesus theme.  

1. The Spirit regenerates people like this. Jn.1:12-13
a) Teknon, little children.
b) Jesus called them this, Jn.13:33

2. The kingdom is populated by people like this. Mtt.19:14
a) Paidion, children. 



B. He says two great things about them.  
1. Their sins are forgiven for the sake of the name of Jesus.

a) Name of Jesus—Lord. Identity and authority
2. They know God as their Father.

a) Identity, Security, Intimacy, Inheritance

VI. Why does he use the figure of children? Four thoughts from 1 John:  Hint: it’s not 
because they are innocent but because:

A. They have no franchise in this age. 2:15-17  
1. Children do not run the world.
2. They believe somebody else is running the world and they need to orient 
themselves to that reality. 

a) Jesus lived exactly this way
3. A child of God gives up their “world franchise” even though we live and 
flourish (or not) here.

B. They are not autonomous (self-law), but take their parent’s word. 1:1-2:3  
1. Reality (What is ultimately real?)
2. Morality (what is ultimately good and evil?)
3. Destiny (what will ultimately happen?)
4. Identity and Validation (ultimately, who am I, how do I matter)
5. They do not think of themselves as the master of their fate, the captain of their  
soul. We teach them to think these things and they are never ultimately happy 
again, reduced to relying on themselves, their own word, for everything.

a) (Invictus, William Ernest Henley, British Poet, 1809-1903)
C. They obey out of trust and loyalty. 2:3-11  

1. Their obedience is primarily relational, even when they are disciplined.
2. They are not earning their love from their parents—unless we teach them to.
3. But it is real obedience, to real authority. God is Father and Jesus is Lord.  
This is not just sentimentalism.

D. They have everything by inheritance.2:12-13b  
1. Relationship to the Father brings forgiveness.
2. It really is theirs, but by another’s work.
3. This is why the Bible describes salvation as an inheritance. Eph.1:11

VII. What does this mean for us?
A. For Christians: God loves you with an unbreakableparent love.  

1. Strength of a father.
2. Compassion of a mother. Isa 49:15

B. For pre-Christians: God offers you his covenant love through his own Child/Son:   
Jesus Christ

1. God became and remains one of us—a real human, our older brother 
(Heb.2:5-18)
2. He sacrificed his only son to adopt us. Rom.8:32
3. What keeps you from becoming one of his children? Come to Christ as Lord  
and Savior and Older Brother, today.
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