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1 John 2:12-14

Struggle and Strength
I. Matt. 4:1-11.  Jesus in the Desert.

A. Struggle: The context is battle.  
1. The whole point was to face the enemy and trust God’s word.
2. Jesus is re-living Adam’s challenge. A Do-Over; a Re-Match

a) But from a great disadvantage, hungry, thirsty, tired, emotionally 
drained, no life-partner (Eve).
b) Jesus’ bride is already under the evil spell and Jesus will die to rescue 
her. 
c) Jesus represents the new humanity like Adam represents the old 
humanity.

B. Weakness: Jesus is weak physically and emotionally   
1. It is always when you feel the weakest that spiritual struggle is most visible.

a) You are tempted to solve your problems by disobeying God (3)
b) You are tempted to try to manipulate God to solve your problems. (7)
c) You are tempted to see this age as the ultimate reality about your 
problems and forget God.

(1) (worshipping it, Satan, Self) (10)
2. Yet Jesus was able to defeat Satan (!)

C. Victory: God’s word is the ultimate reality—and Jesus knew this.  
1. Jesus understands God’s word and interprets it and reality with God as the 
supreme Name.

a) Jesus doesn’t just use verses superstitiously, but naturally, appealing to 
a true understanding of ultimate reality—
b) Reality is an expression of God’s mind not Satan’s or ours.

2. Satan re-interprets God’s word with himself as the supreme name.
a) He uses the Bible for his own purposes.

3. The expression of God’s mind is more important than the physical weakness 
Jesus is facing.

a) God’s word has more power than our feelings or our will—when we  
have it deep in our heart.

D. What does this have to do with 1 John? Everything.

II. John is writing into a spiritual battle for the hearts of his Christian friends. 
A. Some were teaching a false spirituality focused on this world instead of Christ.

1. Without the real Christ. (1:1-7)  
2. Without dealing with sin. (1:8-10)  
3. Without moral transformation—Love and Loyalty to Christ. (2:1-11)  

B. John says these people are not Christians at all.
1. They walk in the darkness, not loyal to Christ, not loving.
2. They are lying about knowing the Lord



III. But he intends to encourage the real believers.  2:12-14.
A. He writes to the Christians using three metaphors, repeating three things twice   
(poetry).

1. Children (teknia and paidia) All Christians
a) You are forgiven and know God as Father
b) Security, trust, and relationship

2. Fathers (pater). Most mature or oldest believers
a) You know Him who is from the beginning.
b) Relationship and Eternal perspective

3. Young men (neoniskos) Growing believers in productive years.
a) Strength, wisdom, victory over Satan.

B. The young men are strong: 13b, 14b
1. Evidenced by their overcoming the Evil One.
2. Sourced in the fact that God’s word abides in them.

IV. How did they overcome? God’s Word Abides In Them.
A. What is God’s Word in this context?   

1. Primarily the gospel of Christ. 1:1
a) Who Jesus is (risen Lord of the universe) and what he has done (died 
for our sins, been raised physically, ascended to the right hand, promising 
to return and take over materially.)

2. But also the entire Bible as it reveals the gospel and teaches us how God 
thinks about origins, meaning, morality, destiny. (Lk.24:25-27; 44-48)
3. Thinking in the Gospel is a way of life, power, perspective.
4. It is very different from WorldThink.

B. How does it abide in us? (Live in our minds and hearts)  
1. The Spirit brings it into our minds as we read, listen, meditate.

a) Trust the thinking of Jesus. Jn.6:63; 15:7
b) Believe the gospel. 1 Cor.2:1-16
c) Meditate on the gospel in the entire Bible. (Lk 24)
d) We allow many words to abide in us all the time, music, teachings,  
opinions, etc.

2. There is a metaphysical overlap between the Spirit and the Word of God.
a) Eph. 5:18; Col.3:16

3. The Lord speaks by his Spirit, using his Word, through our redeemed minds 
(cognition, thinking, reading, listening) and into our character, our personality, 
our intuition.

a) It transforms us by giving us Christ’s mind. (1 Cor.2:16; Gal.4:19)
b) This changes our worldview, our view of reality, putting God and 
Christ at the center of it.

C. The authority of somebody’s mind is giving perspective and purpose to you through 
words. The Word that abides in you sets your destiny. Whose is it?

1. Your own word? The culture’s word? Religion’s word?
2. Or God’s Word, the Gospel?



V. If God’s Word dwells in you, it will teach you three things:
A. That you are in a struggle.   (Overcoming the Evil One)

1. It is a struggle, a real fight at times.
a) Struggling against sin and temptation is a sign that you are alive  
spiritually.
b) Not expecting a struggle in your faith and in gospel work is one of the  
main reasons people stumble in faith and ministry

2. The struggle is for your walk with God, your faith. Lk.22:31-2
B. That the way forward is counterintuitive:   

1. Strength and overcoming are not what we expect, but a paradox.
2. Overcoming is not us being victorious on our own, but us living in the Lord’s 
victory, against the odds. Like Jesus in the desert.

a) Rev.12:11. They loved not their lives, even to death.
b) Mark.8:35. If you try to save your life you lose it, but if you lose it for 
Christ and the gospel, you save it.

3. So, Strength cannot be personal prowess in the human sense.
a) Strength is relying on God rather than Self.

(1) Jer.9:23-24. Mind, Muscle, Money. 
b) Strength is strategic sacrifice rather than coercive control.

(1) 2 Cor. 12:7-10. Weakness=strength
(2) It begins with loss of the illusion of control. 

4. Therefore, overcoming is the experience of  weakness, failure, suffering, 
coupled with continuing forward-pressing trust and loyalty to Christ.
5. There is an aspect of your life where you are not getting what you want.  
Where failure, pain, grief, weakness, loss, are evident.

a) That is the place where weakness is strength. That is the place where 
the Lord is with you in the lonliness and isolation.  He understands by  
personal experience what this feels like.

C. That Jesus’ identity/authority covers you no matter what happens.   The Gospel is that  
we are secure children by shear grace before we are strong adults in the cosmic battle.

1. Your sins have been forgiven.  
a) In Greek: A done deal—permanent, complete, eternal forgiveness.

2. For Christ’s name’s sake. (lit. on account of his name)
a) His name: identity and authority, which is upon your life as you let go 
of your life and lose it to him.
b) Your sins are on his account. His identity and authority cover your sins 
completely.

3. Therefore, you know the God of the universe as your Father.
a) A child safe and secure in the Father’s purposes.

4. Jesus won the battle for you in the desert that day, representing you against  
Satan.  Greater is he who is in you than he who is in the world. (4:4)
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