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1 John 2:12-14 part 3
A Father’s Knowledge

I. Matt. 1:18-25. Jesus is our savior, Lord, and resource. We are not his.
A. This is God’s work—we would never have thought of it.  

1. This is of the Holy Spirit, in time and space.
2. It blindsides us just like Joseph and Mary

B. Christ is our complete savior—your flesh accomplishes nothing. (Jn.6:63)  
1. He will save his people from their sins.  Singlehandedly.

C. The difference between religion and gospel is that.  
1. In religion we resource God, or our idea of God.

a) Our actions are primary.
2. In the gospel, God is the total resource for us. 

a) His actions are primary. It relies entirely on him.
b) Our actions are important,but secondary. Phil.2:12-13.

D. Yet, Christ empowers us and instructs us to live out his life.   1 Jn.2:6.  
1. In fact spiritual growth and mission are represented as struggle and a battle, 
internally and externally.

II. John intends to encourage the real believers in their faith.  2:6, 12-14.
A. He writes to the Christians using three metaphors, repeating three things twice   
(poetry).

1. Children: All Christians are God’s children.
2. Fathers. The most mature or oldest believers.
3. Young men growing believers in productive years.

B. The Fathers are the most mature believers.  
III. So what is the shape of their maturity, their “fatherness”?

A. What they know:
1. All that the children know.  

a) That their sins are completely forgiven
(1) Truly and eternally forgiven

b) On account on Christ’s name
c) And that God is now their Father

(1) Security, Intimacy, Authority.
d) For a Father in the Faith, these are living realities all the time.

2. All that the strong young men know.  
a) That Spirit strength comes from God’s Word abiding and growing 
inside us.
b) That overcoming the evil one means continuing in the knowledge of 
Christ as saving Lord against the odds.

(1) Overcomers in Rev.12:11
c) The mature ones have the internal, counterintuitive strength that comes 
from:



B. Who they know. You know him who is from the beginning (twice)
1. Why the change in wording from knowing God as Father, like the children?  

a) Because there is a different emphasis in this mature knowledge; it is  
not less, but more.
b) Forgiveness and the fatherhood of God are crucial, but something is 
added to the relationship, a new dimension that brings perspective—the 
One who is from the beginning. 
c) This refers to Christ, as the transcendent anchor relationship from 
outside this age.  This is perspective on eternity.
d) When we come closer to the end of this age, this particular 
perspective, that of eternity transcending temporality, becomes much 
clearer.

IV. Because the Fathers know him who is from the beginning, they grasp 3 things.
A. What eternal life really is:   A relationship with one who transcends this age.     

1. “Not religion” or “spirituality” where our behavior or knowledge validates us, 
but validation by relationship.

a) And it must be a relationship with a person of Transcendent 
Importance and Character.  One who is from the beginning.
b) Personal relationship with the Eternal One.
c) An anchor in the universe that predates and extends beyond this age—
him who is from the beginning.

B. What makes temporal life meaningful.   Resourcing others.     
1. The Oldest Person in the universe became one of us so that we might have his  
life.  That is ultimate Fatherhood, ultimate Resourcing.
2. The mark of a mature person is to desire to be a resource for younger ones.
3. Mature people control most the money and power in the world.
4. Mature people control most the knowledge and influence in the world.
5. This means that older people are primary resources for others.

a) In knowledge
b) Wisdom
c) Money
d) Opportunity (social capital)

C. Where the resource is for the life they live.   The cross of Christ, the gospel.  
1. 1 Peter 1:18-21. He was foreknown before the foundations of the world. As 
the sacrifice raised from the dead with glory.
2. John has said that we must live the life Jesus lived—but we cannot do it 
really, not consistently, not meritoriously.  But he did live that life, and gave us 
credit for it, so that by the time we are the Fathers (and Mothers) we want to be, 
we will know that being wise and old and a resource isn’t from us—but from 
Him.  Which is the ultimate wisdom to pass to the next generation.
3. So, knowing him who is from the beginning is no New Age spiritistic thing, 
like tapping some impersonal “secret” of the universe, but a personal immersion 
in the truth of the Cross and Resurrection of Jesus Christ.
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