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1 John 2:18-27
The Anointing

I. Intro: Abiding in the Vine. Jn.15
A. The whole Bible is about Christ.   

1. “I am” The Vine!!  He is the fulfillment of The Vine of Isa.5.
2. The True Israel, the fulfillment of all God’s promises to Abraham through his 
seed.
3. Once you see this, you realize the whole Bible is about Christ.

B. All life is sourced exclusively in Christ.  
1. There is no other source of any sort of life.
2. Separation from him is death—for everyone.
3. Eternal life is therefore personal, relational, not simply an abstract idea or a  
set of rules or “principles.”

C. Abiding in Christ means letting his words abide in you. 7  
1. His own life, Spirit, comes through his words. Jn.5:63
2. The primary word = the gospel = Who Jesus is (King, Savior) and what he did 
(incarnation, atonement, ascension, return)
3. The resulting words = his instructions about the kingdom and reality of eternal 
life.

II. But people did break away from the Vine.  Background to 1 John
A. Certain teachers had left the Christian community to start a cult that had moved away 
from the gospel.

1. Denied the incarnation and material resurrection of God in Christ. 
a) The permanent, material entry of God into human life and the material 
world.

2. Denied the need for atonement for sin (the cross of Christ)
a) Sin didn’t matter? Thus a willingness to live in sin while claiming to 
be in Christ’s kingdom.
b) They didn’t have any sin.  
c) Note: Sin is actually worse than what we call simply “evil” and is in  
fact the source of all evil, calamity, and trauma in the universe.  It is a  
violation of God’s own mind and his expression of truth and grace in  
every dimension.

3. Which means that they denied the need for radical and sovereign grace.
a) They would achieve enlightenment through their own spiritistic 
knowledge, probably proto-Gnosticism.

4. Which means they had to emphasize human knowledge and effort over 
Christ’s work at the cross.

a) This is self-salvation and antiChrist.



III. So, John warns his Christian friends about this deception.  1 John 2:18-27
A. The idolatry of AntiChrist is already here. 18-19  

1. In the form of false teachers,
a) Anti = replacement Christ. 

(1) A replacement philosophy, religion, spirituality, idol to take the 
ultimate place in our life.

b) AntiChrist number is 666 = man x man x man
c) Replacement Christ = replacement lord and saviors.

2. Who left because they never really had the gospel in the first place.
a) They prove they were never real Christians by not remaining 
Christians.

3. Which demonstrates that we are in a dying age, (last hour)
a) He sees the entire present period as the end of the old age because after 
the resurrection and ascension, the Return is inevitable.

B. But you have a anointing to think straight. 20-23  
1. An anointing from the Holy One—Christ 

a) Chrism = a divine gift of the Spirit’s presence that enlightens and 
empowers for a specific task or assignment. 

2. Which brings Knowledge of the Truth of the gospel. 
a) This is what the cultists do not have.
b) The gospel is all you need to know (but deeper than you can imagine)  
Col.2:8-9

3. Which will not lead you astray.
a) No lie comes from the Truth

4. And is all about Jesus the Christ as the only key to knowing God.
a) The knowledge that the Father is only accessible through His Son. 
(Jn.14:6)
b) If you deny the Son, you deny the Father—you do not have God if you 
are not a Christian.

C. So let that anointing abide in you. 24-27  
1. The anointing is the knowledge of the gospel mediated by the Spirit. The 
Word and Spirit at once. (Ps 33:6)
2. It is the original one—from the beginning.
3. It is the one with the promise of eternal life.
4. It is the one that protects you from deception. 26-27



IV. Thoughts on the anointing, that Christians alone have: 
A. Spirit and Word in your inner being.  Born Again. Jn.3  

1. God’s personal life/Spirit in you, conveying continually the expression of His 
mind through Christ.
2. The primary word is the gospel.
3. Persona  l: You aren’t born again by being a part of the visible church.  

a) Obviously, or these heretics would be real Christians.
4. Relational  : you know and love the Lord, trust and want to obey him, rely on 
his grace as your Friend, King, Savior, Mentor
5. Theological  

a) The incarnation, atonement, resurrection, ascension of Jesus Christ.
b) That Jesus is the Son of God, the Messiah, and God in the flesh—the 
incarnation. See 4:2

6. Communal  : part of the community of faith.
a) They went out from us.  We are a community of real faith

B. It is utterly exclusive.  
1. If a person does not grasp and believe this, they are not in personal 
relationship with God the Father, no matter how nice they are.

a) Islam, Judaism, Mormonism, Jehovah’s witnesses, Protestant 
Liberalism, all New Age spiritism, Buddhism, Hinduism, all deny the 
gospel elements.

2. All ultimate truth claims are exclusive and persuasive.  They have to be. 

C. It is more powerful than the person who possesses it.  
1. This is the inescapable conclusion of John’s assumption that true believer will 
never leave Christ for another gospel. 
2. Perseverance is an aspect of this anointing.

a)  It transforms the person in a way that they cooperate with, but that is  
sourced not in them, but in the Holy One who bestows it.  

3. Let it change your thinking and feelings about everything in this age.

D. It rests entirely on Christ and not at all on us.  
1. Because of the Cross, the Atonement.
2. All other religions and philosophies are about you improving yourself.  The 
gospel is about what God has done for you.
3. This alone transforms your “self” because his truth and life grow inside you.
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