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1 John 2:28-3:10

Of Seeds and Fruit
I. Matt.7:15-23.

A. There will be false “gospels” from false religionists.15  
1. The good news of the Kingdom is that Jesus is the King.

a) Who dies and rises for us and the universe
2. True prophets always pointed to God’s actual covenant

a) In the OT it was the Abrahamic/Mosaic covenant
b) In the NT it is the Abrahamic/Christ covenant

3. So a true prophet should point to Christ and the gospel.
B. The source of the false message is in the seed. 16-20  

1. The tree bears the fruit that its DNA produces.
a) If you see an oak, you know an acorn is under it.
b) Similar to John 15:1-7, vine and branches

2. Don’t evaluate by “splash” factor (miracles in His name)
3. But by how they conform to the mind of Christ in gospel.

C. The fruit of the false message is opposite of Father’s will: lawlessness. 20-23  
1. Lawlessness is sin, the opposite of the mind of God.

a) Not just violations of the Law per se, but much more.
b) Anomia = lawlessness synonymous with hamartia (sin) = thinking and 
actions not sourced in God’s mind, but in the Devil’s mind, through the 
human flesh. 
c) This would include an unrepentant lifestyle of disobedience to God at 
various levels, but primarily rejecting the gospel: Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior

2. They do not know, trust, or preach Christ. Jn.6:29
3. They do not think like or obey Christ. 1 Jn.2:6

II. John’s Christian friends were being intimidated by false religionists.
A. They had left the Christian community because they never were a living part of it in   
the first place. 2:19

1. If they had truly been a part of it, they would have stayed.
B. They started a religion that denied the essence and evidence of the gospel.  

1. Who Jesus is: God in the flesh, the Son incarnate.
2. What Jesus did: died and was raised to deliver us from sin.
3. Why he did it: deliverance from sin, because sin is truly demonic.

a) These teachers de-emphasized sin.



III. So John continues to instruct his friends in Christ. 2:28-3:10
A. Continue to abide in him. 2:28-29  

1. Keep your mind on his Word about Himself:
a) He is human/divine Lord, Messiah, King in God’s Kingdom.
b) He died for our sins and will return to renovate the universe.
c)  He has put his own personal life into you: word and Spirit.

2. So that you are ready for his return.
a) The forward look is crucial and the Return can happen any time, 
unexpected.

3. You can tell who is born of God because goodness is obvious.
a) Practices righteousness = makes it a practice to do what is right in 
God’s view because of an inner anointing from God himself.

B. Continue to be amazed by the Father’s love. 3:1-3  
1. Look what love the Father has lavished us.

a) Behold!  Wow!!  The mark of a Christian is that they are amazed at  
God’s love to them.
b) What [sort of] love.  Potapos = from what country? = a Semitic word 
that conveyed something totally alien to our thinking, counterintuitive, 
shocking. “What’s that about?”

2. By making us his children.
a) And that is precisely what we are.

3. And promising us we will be like him some day!
a) Resurrected, holy, brilliant (glorious), truly good and loving and joined 
to countless other good and loving resurrected people in an unimaginably 
beautiful material world forever. Rev.21-22

4. Note: Not all human beings are God’s children.
a) Only those who receive Christ (Jn.1:13)
b) Universalism and theological liberalism are rooted in the idea that all 
human beings are God’s children in the same way. People often assume 
that the Bible teaches this, but it doesn’t.  It teaches that human beings are 
voluntarily and thoroughly in Satan’s family rather than God’s (Eph.2:1-
3).



C. Continue to discern the evidence of God’s life. 4-10  
1. Don’t be deceived by these people who say sin doesn’t matter.

a) And deception is certainly in the air!
2. Sin is lawlessness = not thinking like God in Christ, but rather thinking and 
acting like Satan in the flesh/world.

a) Anomia: Not simply violation of a law or rule, but rebellion against  
the way God actually thinks—which is the life-source of the universe, the  
DNA of creation. 

3. A lifestyle of sin means that God’s life is not in the person.
a) Present verbs = ongoing life “makes a practice of sinning” (ESV)
b) This is persistent, unrepentant disobedience to God’s revealed will.

4. Because God’s seed abides in them and effectively resists the evil that they 
are tempted to do. Gal.5:16-26.
5. When the Spirit takes the Word of the gospel into the heart rebirth happens. 1 
Peter 1:22-25

IV. Three Realities to Live in.
A. The primary   evidence   of eternal life is more than simply claiming to be a Christian, it   
is Christlikeness. (Jas.2:14)

1. 2:6—living like Jesus would if he were you.
2. Spiritual formation is learning to think like Jesus
3. Living in sin? Ask yourself, Is this really me?

B. The primary   motive   in eternal life is more than simply compliance with rules; it is   
profound gratitude for God’s love and grace. (3:1-3)

1. People who are simply glad they obey the rules may not even be converted! 
Gal.2:4-5
2. We Christians have The WOW factor of being forgiven and loved in spite of 
our sin, which produces the loyalty we have to the Lord’s transforming will from 
the inside out.
3. Why to you serve the Lord? To gain his approval, or thank him for his grace?  
All false religions seek to gain by work.

C. The primary   provision   for eternal life is not our behavior; but Christ’s behavior   
imputed to us.  His faithfulness, obedience, life, death and resurrection!! 

1. It is what Christ did for us at the Cross, which becomes the gift that is 
bestowed and that makes us children of God.
2. Where is your real faith, in yourself and your obedience, or in Christ and his  
grace?

V. Note: there are two families, with two life-forces—only two.  The devil’s and Christ’s.    
A. There is no neutral group. Acts 26:18
B. You need to defect from the dark side and come to Christ
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