
12013-A February 12, 2012     #17
1 John 4:1-6

Spirit Thinking

I. Intro. Mtt.24:24. False Christs and false prophets will come to deceive, if possible, even the 
elect.  Look—I have told you beforehand.  

A. Listen to me and think based on what I say and who I am.
II. John’s Christian friends were being intimidated by false “Christian” prophets.

A. They claimed to know the Real Truth about Christ.   
1. Claimed prophetic, ultimate authority.

B. But they thought and taught in a way that amounted to rejection of Christ.  
1. No incarnation, atonement, repentance, loyalty to Christ
2. Unrepentantly, continually doing what the Lord tells us not to do.

III. This created doubt and insecurity among the Christians. 5:13
A. The Christians were shaken by the apparent “spirituality” of these fake Christians.
B. This means a couple of things:

1. Knowing the Lord does not always feel immediately self-evident.
a) Knowledge of God can feel weak at times.
b) There can be times of internal doubt and discouragement
c) Hence the encouragement to their knowledge.

2. Other people may look and sound much better than real Christians at times.  
(More spiritual, together, successful)

a) This is because Christians are part of God’s kingdom not based on 
their personal success rate at being good, but on God’s grace in Christ.
b) So, sometimes they don’t look “spiritual”
c) Remember the Pharisees and the tax-gatherers.

IV. So John tells his friends to THINK.  Test the spirits. 4:1-6
A. What are the “spirits” here?  1  

1. Messages that claim ultimate authority about ultimate reality (God)
a) Prophets (false) Messages about how things “really are.”

2. Messages that have their origins beyond human thinking.
a) Spirits?

B. What is the acid test of these messages?   What they say about Jesus Christ  . 2-3  
1. They “confess” means to say what you know and believe.
2. Jesus is the Christ who has come in the flesh (incarnated)

a) Not born, but come, meaning that he pre-existed. John 1:1-4
3. This makes the incarnation the first acid test of any message that supposedly  
tells you about ultimate reality.
4. But this implies the death, resurrection and ascension—the whole Gospel.
5. This is not the only test, but it is the main one.



C. How does John encourage the Christians? 4-6  
1. He points to their experience of the gospel. 4

a) How have they overcome the false prophets? 
(1) By trusting Christ’s person and work instead of the false 
spirituality on offer from the cultists.
(2) Nikao, overcome, means to continue to trust the Lord in the  
face of trauma. Rev.12:11

b) How did that trust persist?
(1) The Holy Spirit in you.
(2) He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.

2. He points to the fact that they are listening to him.
a) We are from God and they are not.  Simple.
b) Whoever knows God listens to us

3. This is the same logic Jesus uses in John 10:25-30.
a) You do not believe because you are not of my flock (not the other way 
around)

V. Three Stunning Things to Think. (That John teaches here)
A. Human knowing is more than just human thinking.  

1. You get “help” to think and feel certain things, from the spirit realm.
a) Acts 5: Ananias: Satan filled your heart/you conceived this deed in 
your heart.
b) Spirits are personal entities, minds that can communicate and make it 
feel like it is you thinking these horrible things.

2. The “help” moves you toward self-worship. Spirit of Antichrist.
a) Rev.13:18. The antichrist # 666 = man emphasized to the ultimate (3 
times, like Holy, Holy, Holy in Isa 6)

3. So, selfishness/self-centeredness, coupled with the exclusion of Christ’s 
lordship in any given situation (personal, social, moral, etc) is a sign that there is a 
source of ‘knowledge’ that is neither the solitary self nor the Lord.  It could be 
demonic.



B. Ultimate knowledge of Truth is always by definition exclusive and self-referential.  
1. Exclusive. 

a) All religions and philosophies are exclusive like this.
b) Especially the pluralistic ones
c) Because they are talking about ultimate reality.

2. Self-referential (circular)
a) Because ultimate truth can appeal only to itself!
b) Empiricism appeals to the senses
c) Rationalism appeals to rationality
d) Spiritism appeals to its own traditions

3. So Christians should know that starting with the presupposition of God’s  
existence and the truth of the gospel is absolutely right, just the way Christ  
himself thinks and not any more “circular” or self-referential than any ultimate  
truth claim from the world.

C. There are only two knowledge sources for ultimate reality, and they are both spiritual  
1. The World. (Which means Satan. 5:19)

a) All human speculation that leaves God and Christ out of the center of 
the equation. Rom.1:16-32

(1) Materialism (atheism) is an idolatry of human empiricism.
b) Human thinking is more or less reliable in less than ultimate reality,  
but presuppositions can cause problems.

2. The Lord, the gospel of the Lordship of Jesus Christ.
a) Jesus said I Am the Way, Truth, Life—nobody knows God except 
through me. Jn.14:6

3. Be actively intellectually skeptical about all Ultimate Truth messages that do  
not start with Christ and the real gospel.

D. So, ultimate reality is a person and his name is Jesus Christ.  
1. The gospel of Christ is that God has become human, the king in his own 
kingdom, lived the life we should have lived, taken the blame for all our evil by 
dying on the cross and rising from the dead, and is renovating the entire universe 
beginning with our souls.
2. This is an entire worldview, a whole new way of understanding literally 
everything in the material and immaterial, past present and future universe.
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