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1 John 5:6-12

God’s Testimony

I. For John, the gospel is about a new, eternal kind of life that comes into us when we 
realize who Jesus is and what he did.  (That he is God in the flesh, who died for us, came back 
from the dead and as Lord of the universe).

A. John 1:1-5, 12-13
1. Verse 4: In him was life and the life was the light of men

B. John 20:30-31
1. These were written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

C. Implication: 
1. We don’t have this kind of life in us   and there is no way we can acquire it on   
our own  .  

a) No amount of religious effort, moral reformation
b) No amount of philosophical speculation
c) No amount of running rebellion.

2. Yet this life is available as a gift if we will believe in Jesus Christ.  
a) It is a gift from him personally
b) It comes only when we trust him as who he is
c) He is Christ/Messiah/Son of God/King in God’s kingdom/fulfillment 
of all promises to Israel and the OT

3. This faith is a massive worldview change focusing on God in Christ.

II. John reminds his Christian friends that real faith in the real Christ is the only real life.
A. A cult had been started by some ex-members of the Christian community.  

1. A form of self-fulfilling spirituality 
a) Spirituality based on You, the Self
b) Looking within, not up.
c) Probably proto-Gnosticism

2. Denying the need for faith in Christ himself as 
a) A man with God’s DNA: 

(1) God incarnate/Son of God
b) The only answer for human sin. The propitiation.

(1) Denying the atonement (the cross)
(2) Saying sin either isn’t there or doesn’t matter

B. Humanity is forever inventing religions and philosophies to offer eternal life without  
Christ.



III. 1 John 5:1-5.  How can you tell of you have eternal life? (Apparently not just by how you 
feel at the moment)

A. How can you tell if your   life   is eternal, born of God? 1 (Faith)  
1. You have faith in Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God, the king in God’s 
kingdom, who has taken the blame and punishment for your sins and has 
bestowed his own life and goodness on you.
2. This knowledge/faith can only come from the Spirit, regeneration. (Jn.3; 1 
Cor.2; Titus 3)

B. How can you tell if your   faith   is genuine? 2 (Love) (Jas.2:14)  
1. You love God the Father for who he is 
2. You love all others who are born of him

a) Matt.22:37-40. Great Commandment, love God/others.
3. Do you do this perfectly? No, but it is your intent.

C. How can you tell if your   love   is genuine?  3 (desire to obey)  
1. You obey the Lord. Not legalism, but evidence of eternal life.
2. The love that is proof of eternal life produces a desire to think and live like  
the Lord—obey Him.
3. That desire makes obeying a non-burden.

a) When you love somebody it is not a burden to please them.  Even 
more so with God.

4. This is not carried out perfectly, but is the deepest desire.
5. If you are having a “hard time obeying” ask for more love, a deeper  
relationship, grace to grasp (Eph.3:14-21)

D. This new relationship of life and love with God gives you a sustenance that is not   
sourced in the world and thus overcomes it. 4-5

1. Overcoming the world is loving the Lord more than this life and thus gaining 
both this life and eternal life.  Matt.16:25

a) Overcomes = nikao.  Rev.12:11
b) Victory = nike 

2. Jesus said, “My kingdom is not from this world”
a) Not sourced in this dimension.

IV. 1 John 5:6-12. What informs our faith in Christ? God’s Testimony.
A. His testimony is that Jesus is the Real Son of God. (v.5) 3 ways. 6-8  

1. The incarnation, the atonement, and the witness of the Spirit. 6-8
a) Water = Christ’s baptism = incarnation

(1) Association as a man with fallen humanity at the beginning of 
his ministry

b) Blood = Christ’s crucifixion = atonement
(1) Propitiation for humanity’s sins, as a perfect man, at the end of 
his ministry
(2) Implied—the resurrection

c) Spirit = the internal witness to the evidence and the eye-witness 
testimony.

(1) The apostles had enormous confidence in the Spirit to reveal  
the truth of Christ to people even as they sought to persuade.



B. His testimony is more reliable than human testimony.   9-10
1. If we accept human testimony, we should accept God’s even more. 

a) Taking somebody’s word for something.
2. God has shown us who His Son is and to deny it is to call God a liar. 

a) (Because God by definition cannot be mistaken)
3. Christians have this internal witness to the truth of the gospel.

a) The testimony from God beneath the emotions, in the intuition.
C. His testimony is that we have to fish or cut bait. 11-12  

1. Eternal life is only in Christ, nowhere else. 
2. You must trust him or leave him.

V. John’s exhortation raises three issues about the Christian faith.
A. It is spiritually intuitive. 10  

1. This delights some and worries others.
a) Some love thinking that anything they like in their “heart of hearts” is 
from God. 
b) Some hate the idea because it seems to validate any bizarre idea that 
occurs to the human mind. 

2. But the intuition must be tested by the facts of the gospel. 1 Jn.4:1-3
a) A spiritual experience alone does not self-validate.  It validates only 
when it comes from the historic, material facts of the gospel—Christ as 
God’s Son who died and came physically back from the dead.
b) The life, death, resurrection are the tangible evidence.

3. So, the inner witness is valid, if it points to Christ the King
B. It is ultimately self-referential.    

1. (  You should believe God because He’s God, if you don’t believe you make 
God a liar!)
2. But how can a message from God NOT be self-referential?  

a) God is the ultimate authority—he can only footnote Himself!
b) Who is he going to quote to impress us with the truth of what he’s 
saying?

3. All ultimate truth claims are ultimately self-referential, presuppositional.
a) Empiricism validates itself empirically.

(1) Presupposes that reality is limited to what may be known by 
the five human senses.

b) Rationalism validates itself rationalistically.
(1) Presupposes that all reality is limited to what may be 
understood by human Reason, based on empiricism.

c) Theism validates itself theistically.
(1) Presupposes that there is a God who can and has 
communicated with humanity.



C. It is radically exclusive. 12  
1. This is totally unpalatable in our culture (pluralism).
2. But two things:

a) If it is true, it must be exclusive because two opposing claims to 
ultimate reality cannot both be true.
b) All philosophies and religions are exclusive in precisely the same way
—especially the pluralistic ones.

D. All of which means that we must finally either trust him or reject him.   
1. It is persuasive but not coercive—you must decide for him before you will 
learn more of him.  Faith is not without evidence, but it does require commitment.

a) Only after you move on what you know and desire will more be 
shown. 

VI. The good news is that God has joined us, taken our blame, and offered us eternal life.  If you 
are not a Christian, you should become one.  If you are a Christian, you should be glad. 
Amazing News.
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