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Introducing Peter

 Luke 5:1-11
I. Jesus chose normal people to work with.

A. John 1:36-42.  The Lamb of God connects the dots between the Old and New Covenant.
B. His first disciples included the man we know as the Apostle Peter

II. Four general observations about Peter.
A. A twenty-something Galilean Fisherman.  

1. Born Simon Bar Jonas of Bethsaida (House of fishing), Galilee
a) Andrew’s brother

2. Blue collar businessman with Jonas (his Dad) and Andrew, also James and John 
(Dad, Zebedee).

B. A disciple of John the Baptist. (An OT style prophet)  
1. Introduced to Jesus by Andrew. Jn.1:40-42

C. A family man.  
1. Jesus healed his mother-in-law. (Matt.8:14-15)
2. Paul says he took his wife with him in ministry.

D. A member of Jesus’ inner circle. Peter, James, John. Lk.8:51  
1. If John was Jesus’ best friend, Peter was his right-hand man

E. Spokesman for the 12, a natural leader  
1. First in all the lists

III. His Character was fervent by nature.
A. Quick to speak.  

1. Recognized the Lord as Messiah. Mtt.16:13-23
2. “Corrected” Jesus at the same scene and was rebuked by the Lord.
3. Tried to build tents for Jesus, Moses, Elijah at transfiguration. Matt.17
4. Insisted he would never betray the Lord Mk.14:26

B. Quick to act  
1. Walking on water. Mtt.14:25
2. Cutting off Malcus’ ear. Lk.22:50

C. Quick to deny. Lk.22:54-62  
1. Three times, with cursing!

D. Quick to the tomb. John 20  
1. John beats him, but Peter bursts in and looks around

E. Quick to resign. Jn.21:1-3  
1. I’m going fishing

F. Quick to re-join. Jn.21:4-23  
1. Jumped in and swam to the Lord on the beach
2. Said he did love the Lord
3. The question is not whether we have succeeded in everything, but whether we  

really love the Lord.



IV. His ministry was dominant in the early days. Key apostle in the first 12 chapters of Acts.
A. Jewish Pentecost. Acts 2  

1. Bold, clear gospel preaching

B. Samaritan Pentecost. Acts 8  
1. Only time when Apostles laid hands on people for Holy Spirit.
2. Peter sees through Simon Magus.

C. Gentile Pentecost. Acts 10  
1. Jesus taps Peter to go to Cornelius’s house.
2. A hard transition for Peter. (Gal.2:14)

D. Jerusalem Counsel. Acts 15  
1. Peter holds forth for Gentile inclusion and against Jewish legalism

V. His conversion was a process and a crisis.
A. Introduced to Jesus by Andrew.   Jn.1:36-42  .  

1. Somebody else will introduce you to Jesus.
a) Andrew just says, “We found the King/Messiah/Christ”

2. Jesus will know more about you than you do.
a) Jesus changes his name to Cephas (Greek: Petros/Rock) and knows there is a 

plan for Peter
3. It will take time. 
4. Even though the Lord had a plan for Simon Peter, it would be some time before he 

was truly converted.
5. There is a time between introduction and conversion.

B. Converted to Christ in a fishing boat on the Galilee.   Luke 5:1-11  
1. Crowds push Jesus into a boat. 1-3  

a) His teaching?  The kingdom of God and what it’s like, implying that he is the 
king in that kingdom.

2. Jesus pushes Peter into a corner. 4-8  
a) The whole purpose of this exercise was to reveal something to Peter about 

Christ.



VI. Jesus converts Peter in a fishing boat on Galilee. 9-11  
A. He realizes who Jesus is:   the Lord/Messiah/King  

1. Falls at Jesus’ knees (in a boat)
2. Calls him Lord (kyrios) rather than just “Boss” (epistates)
3. The realization of who Jesus as the real king of the universe (Messiah) is is the 

beginning of conversion 
a) But not the completion of it.  Trusting him instead of the Law for your  

kingdom membership is the completion of it.

B. He realizes who he is:   a sinner with no right to be here  
1. An awareness of sin, being out of God’s will and kingdom
2. Thing is, Peter was religious (Jewish), honest, family man
3. I’m a sinful man, Lord

C. He realizes he needs mercy.   Depart from me, O Lord
1. Depart from me.  Why? Because I am threatened by your presence; if you stay in 

close proximity to me you reveal my sin; I’ll be judged.
2. The presence of holiness highlights all our evil, all our flaws and faults.
3. The key to healing is not for God to depart from us, but to press in to us and deliver  

us from slavery to our own evil.

D. He receives Christ’s personal grace.   Jesus does not depart. Do not fear
1. Jesus could have left Peter in his boat, but he designed the entire thing to bring 

Peter to the personal realization of Christ and his grace for individual sinners.

E. He enters into the new kingdom of God.   You will be catching people.
1. Catching people.  (Future, after Pentecost)

a) Dzgreo = catch alive, save alive.  Used twice in the NT



VII.Peter reminds us what we must know about Jesus in order to survive this age. 3 things

A. He is not a religious icon or mascot, but the Divine/Human Lord of the universe.  
1. The Lord before you realize he wants you in relationship: Your Lord

a) Promised biblical Messiah, King in God’s promised kingdom right now.
2. The gospel is not about being religious, it is about being a part of Christ’s kingdom, 

under his Lordship personally, and in his family forever.
3. The church is the result of the gospel, not the cause or the point of it.

B. He is not only the King, but the Savior.  
1. Do not fear, I have a plan for you in my kingdom 
2. Why not fear?  Because Peter is not a sinner?  No. Because the One telling him not 

to fear is the One who will take the blame for Peter’s sins and release Peter from all 
condemnation.  No fear of judgment for those under God’s covenant love. 
a) Stop fearing. 1 Jn.4:18.  If you’re still afraid, Christian friend, you do not 

understand God’s love for you in Christ.
b) Start resting. Rom.8:1-2.  There is no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus 

because Christ and the Spirit have done through the Cross what the Law and 
you could never have done—destroy sin and death and bring eternal life.

C. He is not in your boat—you’re in his.  
1. You’re coming into his fishing expedition; he’s not coming into yours.

a) This not a person you ask to help you, like an assistant.
b) Conversion to Christ is a realization that we need to be in his business, 

whatever other business he puts us in.
2. Whatever you think about what you own, whether you know it or not, he owns it  

because he created it. (Jn.1:1-5; Col.1:15-17)
a) We like the idea of “inviting Jesus into our lives” because we think our lives 

actually belong to us.
3. This is a mission, not a vacation.  Life lived with a purpose, the kingdom of God in  

Christ.
a) God is collecting people from this age to take with him into eternal life, into  

his kingdom.
4. Do you have a purpose?  Probably more than one!  What is the overarching 

purpose?  What gives context and validation to your other purposes?
a) Work? Family? Marriage? Health? Money? They all become idols unless you  

come to the Lord.
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