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Elect Exiles
1 Peter 1:1-2

I. Matt.11:25-30.  Note three things about how the Lord thinks.
A. His Father’s sovereignty is the basis of his confidence. 25-26  

1. Jesus lived by faith, which means trusting the Father’s providence.
2. Matt.10:29-30. Sparrows and hairs. Meticulous providence.

B. His own authority is the essence of his message. 27  
1. Nobody knows God unless Jesus reveals himself to them.
2. So you have to come to Christ and he reveals himself to you

C. His personal summons requires a response: faith. 28-30  
1. Come to me those of you who are tired of religion.
2. Trust me as your savior, king, mentor (instead of religion)
3. I have carried the load for you (so it is light for you)

a) The load he carried was the cross itself, our judgment.
D. Yet, faith in Christ will be tested … First Peter speaks to this issue  

II. Peter writes to people suffering for their faith in Christ, wondering …
A. They had no franchise in their culture.  

1. No culturally respectable identity. 
a) They were considered a “cult “of Judaism, which was already suspected in 

many quarters.
2. No social or political capital

a) Their government worshipped itself (Roman Emperor worship)
3. No financial clout or even stability.

a) They were all struggling to make ends meet.
4. No roots in the religious or spiritual history of their world.

a) Christianity was a radical break with philosophy, paganism, and the only other 
form of monotheism at the time, Judaism.

B. Which caused them almost perpetual stress and trauma.   
1. We were created to be loved and respected by those around us (like the Trinity)

C. Which caused them to question their faith in Christ. 5:12  
1. They were in need of a firm stand.

III. Peter reminds them of two things: who they are (2 aspects of identity) and why they are 
(3 things God has done)
A. Their identity: Chosen Exiles: a combination of 2 Counterintuitive truths  

1. They are Chosen: Elect  
a) God initiated your relationship with him.  This is always the case.

(1) John 15:16.  You did not choose me, I chose you and placed you
(2) John 6:37; 44. All the father gives me will come; no one can come unless 

the father draws him.
(3) 1 Thess. 1:4.  We know you were chosen because the gospel had a 

converting impact on you.
(4) Acts 13:48.  As many as were appointed (tasso) to eternal life believed. 

(not the other way around)



(5) Gal.1:15, when he who set me apart from my mother’s womb
b) This idea is a huge comfort, but also a source of confusion.

(1) Primarily because we don’t see how he can chose and still incorporate 
human decisions (which he does).

(2) What if I’m not chosen?
(a) Wrong question.  If you’re worried about it, you are already being 

drawn into the reality of it.
(3) What if they’re not chosen?

(a) Wrong question: treat all people as potentially chosen because 
2. They are Exiles: aliens, strangers  

a) Expatriate: a person who lives and works in a country not their own.
b) Jer.29:4-7.  Peter uses the term exiles because he wants them to think of 

themselves as the expats on purpose.
(1) Be there  :  Settle in and live there.  

(a) Don’t just criticize and dream of escape.
(b) Don’t isolate and get too ingrown.

(2) Be different  : Retain your identity as God’s people within a broader culture.
(a) This is about character, not dress, food, externals.
(b) Don’t assimilate in terms of character and worldview.

(3) Be a blessing  : 
(a) Pray for it, seek it’s shalom. Peace, wholeness, health

3. The combination of these two realities about us produces the balance and strength.  
a) Feeling chosen without feeling bankrupt produces arrogance and violence.
b) Feeling bankrupt without feeling chosen produces fear and insecurity, legalism 

or rebellion.
c) Trauma and loss deepen our experience of both of these—when we go back to  

the gospel in the midst of it.
IV. Humanity is in desperate need and only the gospel can meet it.

A. We need a Father we can trust with everything and everyone.  
1. Only the gospel offers a relationship with God that makes him Father.

B. We need a worldview that reduces our pride and increases our confidence.  
1. Only the gospel tells us that we are so bad off and so deeply loved
2. Only radical grace produces humility and confidence. 

C. We need a love that is not based on our own wisdom or works.  
1. Only the gospel says that God’s blood covers us, atonement, sprinkled.
2. To be loved even when we know we don’t live up to the realty

V. Come to Christ, because he alone can lift the weight of life.  
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