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Suffering Faith

1 Peter 1:6-9

I. Intro.  John 12:20-26. Jesus says his work at the cross is the paradigm for life in a fallen and dying world. 
He is very realistic about the human condition.
A. His glorification is his death and resurrection  

1. The glory is attached directly to the dying.
2. Not just the resurrection, but the death, seed dying.

B. Which means He defeated death for us all by   dying  .  
1. Because evil and suffering are real, he experienced them for us.
2. This is victory literally snatched from defeat

C. And He teaches us the path to spiritual fruit and life.  
1. Living follows dying. (Col.3:1-5)
2. Fruitfulness follows suffering
3. Maturity follows grief
4. Victory follows defeat

D. If you want the feeling of being resurrected, you must first experience suffering and death.  
1. Only then will you grasp the real joy and meaning of resurrection.
2. Angels cannot feel resurrection; only a redeemed human can.

II. What does this have to do with 1 Peter? 
A. It is the pattern of life that Peter teaches his suffering friends. 3-12

III. What to know about suffering as a Christian. 
A. The foundation under it is a deep joy. 3-5, 6a; 9   

1. In this you rejoice? Yes, in the security of our salvation.
a) What God has done in Christ for you.

(1) The certainty of your calling, the glory of your salvation.
b) If you do not believe that:

(1) God in Christ chose you
(2) God in Christ saved you
(3) God in Christ will hang on to you forever
(4) You cannot receive the help he offers in facing suffering.

2. A joy inexpressible and full of glory.
a) Not excitement, but a hard-to-describe sense of ultimate victory.
b) Glory – weighty and glowing gravitas, knowledge of reality and goodness in yourself.

B. The experience of it is profound darkness. 6b; 8  
1. Grief is not avoidable.   You will feel alone and in the dark  

a) Real suffering is out of your control. 6
(1) You have been grieved by various trials: passive verb.
(2) Grieved: lupeo = in deep emotional pain or trauma, sadness, depression.

(a) It victimizes you like crucifixion. 
(b) Jesus in Gethsemene = soul in sorrow (lupeo) to the point of death.

(3) Real suffering is more or less unmanageable.  
b) One of the great and terrible myths of Western thought is that all pain and grief should be  

avoidable.
2. Seeing is not believing. 8; 2 Cor.5:7; Heb.11:6  

a) Real suffering feels out of your field of vision. He is invisible. 
(1) We can’t see him and we can’t see what he’s doing.
(2) 2 Cor.5:7. We live by faith and not by sight. 
(3) Heb.11:6.  Faith is the conviction of things not seen.



b) The opposite of faith is not doubt or fear, but certainty based on sight.
c) There is a need to not know in order for faith to grow.

(1) Do not try to figure out the historical reasons for your suffering.  They are there but  
trying to figure them out won’t help.

C. The Goal of it is your blinding glory. 7b (Rom.8:30)  
1. Strong faith.

a) Your faith in Christ is more valuable than gold because it structures your character and your 
destiny.

b) Anything that increases your dependence and connection to the Lord personally is worth it.
2. Golden character.

a) The dross of sin and selfishness burned off
3. Ultimate affirmation

a) Praise, glory and honor when the Lord comes back.
b) This is your praise, glory and honor he’s talking about.!
c) We were born to share God’s glory and even though we seek in in wrong ways as fallen  

people the desire to be holy (so good that we glow and are admired by others) is in itself part  
of the original creation in God’s image.  

4. Which is why it is an Absolute Necessity.
a) The smelting is the issue here.
b) The pain we experience as Christians is needed and it is not God punishing us for our sins.

D. The Mentor in it is Christ Himself.   Isa 53:3-6
1. Hebrews 12:1-2. He faced it for us, so that when we don’t think we can face it, his victory covers 

us and he becomes our champion (representative and victor)
2. Nobody knows more about being crushed than the Lord.  He is good company when you are 

suffering.
IV. Worldthink offers no real answer to suffering.

A. Stoicism: Suck it up; that’s the way it is.
B. Epicureanism: Live it up: Carpe Diem;
C. Nihilism: Give it up: It’s all meaningless
D. Moralism: Spruce it up; pull yourself up by your moral bootstraps

V. The only answer for suffering in this world is in the gospel.
A. Only the gospel says that God has suffered with and for us.
B. Only the gospel says that God has absorbed the price of evil
C. Only the Gospel offers a resurrection after suffering.
D. Only the gospel says that our suffering is redemptive, purposeful.

VI. Why would you not trust a God who died for you while you were his enemy? Rom.5:10 
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