
12087-A November 4, 2012
A Tested Faith
1 Peter 1:8-9

I. Matt.28:18-20. Jesus is not churchy. The disciples did not get converted in a church 
service, but in a radically devastating experience of God’s grace and work through Christ—
the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus. Jesus speaks three things into their confused hearts 
that still resonate with us:
A. I am the Lord.  All authority has been given to me.  

1. Because of the atonement and the resurrection, a human who is God is on the 
throne of the universe. 

B. I have called you to my mission: Therefore, go and make disciples  
1. Baptizing them, immersing them in the kingdom reality

a) Father, Son, Spirit=Jesus’ name
2. Teaching them all I taught you.

C. I am with you throughout the age.   
1. Why promise this? 
2. Because events would take place what would make his disciples think he had left  

them.
II. What does this have to do with Peter’s letter to his suffering friends? Read 1P1:3-12

A. The Lordship, Mission, and Presence of Jesus Christ together form the orienting reality  
for his people—especially when they are suffering.
1. Not the other good things we receive (nation, family, church)

B. In the suffering Peter re-orients their minds to the reality of their salvation.
III. Peter reminds his friends that the Lord took hold of them for a good purpose. 1-12

A. He chose you and changed your identity. 1-2  
1. Chosen Exiles

B. He made you born again and changed your destiny. 3-4  
1. Born again and inheritance

C. He preserves and strengthens you by letting you be tested. 5-7  
1. Necessary: deon = what is needful, what must happen
2. The testing is actually the way the Lord ensures our faith will get us all the way  

home.

IV. The nature of a tested faith: 8-10
A. What it focuses on: It focuses on the ultimate invisible reality—Christ Himself. 8

1. A tested faith perceives, but not with its eyes. Kardioptics. Eph.1:18ff  
a) Your faith is not in visible reality.

(1) Materialism
b) Your faith is not in invisible reality as such 

(1) Spiritism, New Age, etc.
c) Your faith is in the Person who is the Lord of reality visible and invisible.

(1) By implication, we understand that there is an invisible realm (materialism 
is not true)



2. A tested faith feels, but not just emotions.  It senses, intuits  
a) You Love Him—as a Person, as the Lord who loves you
b) Love is not infatuation, but deeper.

3. When your faith is being tested, these issues are at stake  
a) Will you listen rather than insisting on seeing?
b) Will you love the Lord rather than run away?

4. If yes, then you will become golden, glorious. 
B. What it brings: It brings an inexpressible joy that is permeated with glory. 8b

1. Inexpressible joy = a deep awareness of something that brings hope, but that words   
fail to convey.
a) This is an intuitive awareness of joy and hope, not an emotion as such, but 

deeper than emotions. 
b) It can be very present even when we are depressed.

2. Filled with glory = the feeling of being good and right, admirable and praiseworthy,   
healthy and eternal.  
a) You are created for this and the gospel offers it by free grace and 

transformation. You are already in the future, in a glorified state. Rom.8:30
3. So, the joy you have because you love the Lord is unable to be expressed (though 

we try) and has about it a glory, an honor, a sense of being ultimately right and 
praiseworthy.

C. What it results in: It results in the salvation of our souls
1. Soul:  refers to the total person including their body.  

a) This is not escaping the material body, but escaping this evil age Gal.1:4
b) There is an immaterial aspect to our life, but the entire person is refered to as a 

“soul” (Like when we ask, “How many souls were lost in that shipwreck?”
2. Salvation: sodzo = rescue along with the whole universe  

a) The whole universe is on its way to a new reality. Matt.19:28
3. By trusting Christ totally and living in his kingdom, we enter the beginning of the 

total experience of rescue for our whole being.
a) You will live forever as a real human in a perfect environment.

D. What resources it: The Lord’s work rather than ours. 2
1. Verse 2: sprinkled with his blood blood his sacrifice, his suffering
2. Verse 3: through his resurrection
3. His suffering and his resurrection have now become ours because we trust him. 

Rom.10:9-10

V. Only the gospel of Jesus Christ answers evil and offers eternal life. 
A. Complete forgiveness because he took the blame and punishment.
B. Complete goodness because he gives his record to us.
C. Complete security because it is based on him and not on us.
D. Complete salvation because it includes the whole universe forever. Glory.
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