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The Holiness of Love

1 Peter 1:22-2:3

I. Christmas: What a Shock! This is an amazing message. Mtt.1:20-23
A. Emmanuel: God with us. Christmas is the beginning of the gospel: the incarnation
B. God has become one of us in order to singlehandedly rescue us by delivering us from 

evil/sin
C. If this is true it is the key to the meaning of the universe and of your life.

1. If it is not true, there is no meaning in the universe. (Naturalism)
II. First Peter is written to troubled Christians who needed to refocus.

A. Peter’s answer is not to improve their view of this age, but to shift their view back to the 
gospel.

B. God has rescued us by his amazing grace in Christ. 1:1-12
C. His instructions in the midst of trauma. 1:13-21

1. Focus on our destiny rather than our circumstances: Hope
2. Lean into his character rather than our old ways: Holiness
3. Excel in the Love to which we have been called because it is the sine qua non of 

holiness
III. The imperative of Love: 1:22-2:3. 

A. You have purified your souls by believing the gospel for the purpose of loving each 
other.

B. So love each other without hypocrisy, consistently, purposely (deeply from the heart)
C. Because the seed that brought you to life is eternal: gospel, regeneration

1. God’s loving life planted in you.
2. Regeneration is new birth into a life of love toward God and others.

D. And the nourishment of that life (the appropriate milk) is the same message 
transforming our character.

IV. Love is the sine qua non of holiness (1 Cor.13). Why? Five reasons.
A. Love is not peripheral, but central to reality. 1 Jn.4:7-12  

1. 1 Jn.4:7-12. We must love each other because God is love and has loved us by 
sending Christ.

2. The universe runs on love because God is the source of the universe and he is love 
(1 Jn.4:7-8)

3. This is why when life is ebbing, people try to reconcile. All their regrets are 
relational—absence of or injury to love.

B. Love is not just a byproduct of the gospel, but the goal of it.  
1. Lk.10:25-37. The Great Commandment: Love God/Love others.
2. Jn.13:34-35. The New Commandment: Love each other like I have loved you—this 

is the witness to the world—your love.
3. 1 Tim.1:5. The goal of our instruction (aim of our charge NIV) is love from a pure 

heart and a sincere faith.



C. Love is not sentimental about people, but simply good toward them. (Lk.10:29-37)  
1. Don’t wait until you feel warm about people before you treat them well!

a) The Great Commandment part 2—loving your neighbor as yourself.
b) Lk.10:29-37. Good Samaritan

2. Five things to learn by contrast:
a) Malice: kakia = the desire to inflict injury, harm or suffering; wickedness, 

meanness. This is an attitude that prompts actions.
(1) Opposite = the desire to bless, cause to flourish, encourage, enhance,  

protect, serve.
b) Deceit: dolos = Concealment or distortion of the truth for the purpose of 

misleading; duplicity, fraud, cheating.
(1) Opposite = honesty, openness, trustworthiness, truth telling

c) Hypocrisy: hupocrisis = to give the impression of having certain purposes or 
motivations, while in reality having quite different ones: playacting, faking.
(1) Opposite = honesty, humility, and transparency, what you see is what you  

get.
d) Envy: phthonos = a state of ill will toward someone because of some real or 

imagined advantage experienced by that person. A feeling of discontent or 
covetousness regarding another person’s advantages, success, possessions etc. 
It’s more than wanting something; it is resenting the person who has it.
(1) Opposite = the desire to see another person flourish and receive blessing.

e) Slander: katalalia = to speak against, usually speaking evil of somebody. 
Malicious, false, or deliberately hurtful talk about another person.
(1) Opposite = to speak well (or as well as you can) of others.
(2) Good Gossip: One of the best ways to help your church—Say nice things 

about people behind their back.
D. Love is not a luxury to enjoy when things are easy, but an exercise to strengthen us   

when things are hard.
1. Peter tells his suffering friends to love—and active and practical reality.
2. We are to live gracious, loving, redemptive lives as expats here.

E. Love is not a result of raw willpower, but of being nourished regularly in the gospel.  
1. Crave: like a baby craves a bottle.
2. The true spiritual milk = the truth of the Word, but not just Bible knowledge—

gospel experience.
3. Gospel experience of God’s goodness/kindness in Christ—his mercy and grace.

a) The knowledge that you are a worse person than you ever thought.
b) Coupled with the fact that God loves you beyond your wildest imagination. 

V. Because the ultimate love had been given to us in Christ: We have tasted that the Lord is  
good.
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