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First Peter #20 

The Hope Among You 

Peter 3:13-17 part 3 

 

I. The gospel of Christ is the only worldview that deals with evil in the world.  

A. The three main worldviews on offer don’t have a resolution for evil that is good news. 

1. Religion outside the gospel says that God will judge evil. 

a) But you need to try hard and just hope your record is good enough. (karma 

included) 

2. Spiritism says the universe is alive, but not personal.  

a) No real explanation for evil and no judgment against it. 

3. Naturalism says the universe is dead and the fact that we are alive is an accident. 

a) So both evil and good are just meaningless chemical reactions. 

II. Contrast Jesus, who takes evil in the world seriously and defeats it. Jn.16:33 

A. Shalom comes from Christ alone, not the world. 

1. In the world you will have tribulation (thlipsis, pressure, suffering, opposition) 

2. The world cannot give us the shalom we want, the peace, the joy, the fullness. 

B. The world is overcome by Christ alone, not by us. 

1. Something about the world needs to be conquered. Sin/evil 

2. We don’t conquer the world, He does.  

C. He conquers at the cross.  (The end of the upper room discourse here) 

1. Defeating sin and death at the cross and creating a new reality—His kingdom  

III. Peter says living in that new reality is the only way to find peace in the trouble of the 

world. 

A. Realize that you’re a citizen of another age, not this one. Expats. 1:1 

B. Realize that your mission here is to represent the real king. 2:9-12 

IV. Things to note from 3:13-17.  

A. The shape of the witness: Shalom to all in the form of good deeds. 

1. Good Works = Shalom Planting.  

a) Cooperating with anything good for the community just because it’s the right 

thing to do for the shalom of the community. 

2. Yet, the deeds themselves are not the gospel, they bear witness of it. 

a) The gospel is an announcement of who Jesus is and what he did. 

B. The cure for the fear: Christ really is the Lord. 

1. Remember who the Lord really is—Lord of the Universe. (Isa.8:11-13) 

a) We can’t stop fearing until we replace the fear with something bigger: The 

Lord. 

2. Be able to answer clearly but gently. Faith is reasonable and rational. 

a) This is not the gift of evangelism, but simple witness in daily life. 

3. Keep a clear conscience. 

a) Live in such a way that if you do offer an explanation of the gospel, the listener 

can believe that it’s true.  

b) Let your priorities in this age reflect the fact that this age is not your main 

priority.  



 

V. This Week: the texture of The Hope. Retribution, Resurrection. 

A. Hope is certainty of coming good. You live on it. Like Vacation Hope. 

1. We can’t live without hope. Hopelessness is terrible. 

2. In Peter, the hope = the faith = the gospel. 

3. A specific nuance on the idea of faith—the future: something is going to happen in 

the future that will place all of life in this age in a different context and make it all 

worthwhile 

B. That Hope is the part of the gospel that points to the return of Christ. Jn.14:1-6 

1. He promised it and it will happen. 

VI. Two aspects of The Hope of Christ’s Return: Retribution and Resurrection to (1:3) 

A. Retribution. Judgment against human evil. The shame that will happen to people who 

stay in sin and rebellion. 2 Thess.1:5-12 (Matt.25 judgment parables). 

1. How can a perfectly loving God pour out judgment? How can he not?! 

a) Real love must be just or it is not real love.  

2. Does announcing God’s judgment produce judgmental people?  

a) Not if they understand the gospel. It should make us realize we don’t need to 

take our own revenge. 

b) Judgment by the Lord against the evil is what brings all of us to humility and 

hope. 

B. Resurrection. A New Creation. Rom.8:18-25 

1. The world resurrected. Jesus is the paradigm.  

a) After the judgment, a new and amazing physical renewal of the entire universe. 

2. You resurrected. God’s people resurrected. Glorified 

VII. How can retribution and resurrection happen at the same time to the same people? 

A. How can justice and love both be meted out to sinners? Only at the cross of Christ. 

B. This is how he conquered the world—through his own love and justice poured out in his 

sacrifice at the cross. And you conquer by trusting his grace and lordship no matter 

what. Rom.8:32-39 

VIII.Thoughts on the Best News Ever. (Much better than the other worldviews) 

A. If you’re a Christian, you should be glad and seek first his kingdom. Matt.6:33 

B. If you’re a non-Christian you should repent and believe. Do you have a better plan? 

 


