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To Bring Us To God 

Peter 3:18-22 

 

I. Suffering in this age is part of the deal. Jn.15:16-21 

A. I have chosen you out of the world. 16 

1. A new relationship with God through Christ 

2. A new community based on that relationship 

3. A new mission in the world: fruit that lasts. 

a) Prayer and love for one another. 

4. A new source for life: you are not of this world. 

a) Your source of life is not in this age/world 

B. This has put you crossways with the world. 19 

1. The world hated me and will hate you. 

2. Hate = treat as worthless.  

a) Semantic range of this word in English is different than in Greek. 

b) In English it is narrow = vengeance based on intense personal anger. 

c) In Greek it can mean that, but has a broader meaning of treating as unimportant, less 

meaningless, worthless. Contempt. 

C. Because the world is alienated from God.21 

1. Especially the religious world! Judaism was the best religion in the world, the real revelation of the 

real God. And still it became alienated from God without realizing it. 

2. Religion does this because it focuses on human achievement instead of repentance and faith. 

a) Achievement instead of forgiveness. 

b) Obedience as earning rather than obedience as gratitude. 

II. Peter is writing to suffering Christians. His point so far has been: 

A. We don’t actually belong to this age any more. 1:1, 2:11 

B. Our primary mission is to represent the Lord as the real Lord of the universe. 2:9-11 

1. Not simply to have a pain-free life. 

2. This includes actions and words that reveal Christ’s grace and Lordship as well as his return and 

judgment. 

C. We do this by living in loyalty to Christ and service to our world; a good counterculture. 

1. As compliantly and productively as possible. 2:13-3:7 

2. As agents of shalom and blessing to everyone. 3:8-17 

3. As voices for the good news about Jesus Christ. 3:13-17 

a) Explaining who Jesus Christ really is and what he did. 

b) Giving a calm but clear answer for the hope in us. 

4. As aware of coming judgment and salvation for the universe. 3:18-4:19 

a) The Hope of the gospel is that God will straighten everything out and draw his creation into 

re-creation. 

b) This based on what he did through the king at the cross. 

D. But the world still resists and rejects Christ’s message.and us. 16b 

1. So how do we think about this?  

III. Since suffering happens, it is better to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 17b 

A. Because the paradigm for understanding your life is the gospel of Christ. 

1. The gospel isn’t just a philosophical idea, it’s an announcement of an event that really happened in 

time and space and changes the destiny of every person who hears it. 



 

IV. 3:18-22. The most difficult passage in the NT to interpret. 

A. Three basic views through history about where Jesus went: 

1. The descended into the abode of the dead view 

a) Christ as spirit went into the abode of the dead between his crucifixion and resurrection to 

preach to departed humans from before the flood. 

2. The previous preaching through Noah view 

a) Christ as pre-incarnate preached by the Holy Spirit through Noah to the unrepentant humans 

while Noah was building the ark. 

3. The resurrection victory over demons view. (21-22) 

a) Christ as resurrected proclaimed victory over demons that once were active among humans 

prior to the flood. 

B. Nobody knows for sure and it doesn’t matter to the application of what Peter is saying. 

 

V. The passage is about being amazed by what Jesus Christ did! Peter only brings up the account of the 

spirits to get to the story of Noah so he can point out that Christ’s victory (21-22) is now the Christians’ 

victory through their death and resurrection in Christ, symbolized by their water baptism. (Col.3) 

A. It starts with Christ: Christ suffered once for sins (ours), the righteous for the unrighteous, that he 

might bring us to God. 

1. He did it by dying as a real human and being made alive again by the Holy Spirit. 

a) Made alive in the spirit: Realm of the Holy Spirit (HS) 

(1) Resurrection and ascension by the Spirit as a Spirit/Man 

b) In which he went and proclaimed. 

(1) As a resurrected man proclaiming victory over the spirit realm. 21-22 

c) To disobedient spirits in prison from before the flood. 

(1) Demons held by God’s power. 

d) A Flood in which 8 people were saved from God’s judgment. 

2. This is the key in the passage—salvation by God’s grace through a means He provides as he 

judges the world 

a) Noah story as a shadow of a coming deliverance:  

(1) One family representing all humanity. 

(2) Saved by enduring faith with only a few. 

(3) The means of the judgment was also the means of salvation. 

(a) The water judged the world 

(b) But the water also floated the ark! 

(c) The same thing that judged the world saved the believers—this is very like the cross. 

b) Our baptism is the fulfillment of the OT picture of salvation. 

(1) But it is not the physical baptism (baptismal regeneration). 

(2) It is the appeal to God for a clean conscience based on Christ’s work.  

B. It ends with Christ: Risen and ascended into the heavens with God’s authority over all angels, 

authorities, powers. Matt.28:18 



 

VI. It’s all about Jesus! Because it’s all about Him, it means three things for you. 

A. Your life is saved by what Jesus did, not what you do. 18 

1. To bring us to God: because we cannot bring ourselves. 

a) You can’t get to God without a real mediator. Christ doesn’t just point the way, he personally 

takes you there—he is the way. Jn.14:6 

2. Appeal to God for a clean conscience. 

a) How does God give a clean conscience? 

(1)  By giving us a standard and grading us? That’s how we clean our own consciences! 

(That’s why students audit instead of taking credit) 

(2) No! By taking our sin and giving us his own record. 

(3) You can’t be condemned if the Mediator is also the propitiation. 1 Jn.2:1-2 because you 

can’t be tried twice for the same crime. 

b) You may not have a clean conscience, but you still have a clean slate because of what the 

Lord did for you! 

B. Your good works are produced by what Jesus did, but it can hurt! 17-18 

1. He brought us to God in order to use us as a witness in this age through the goodness that he has 

ordained for us to do, but it hurts!! Eph.2:8-10 

2. We want to be loyal to Christ and when we do the good works he calls us to do, we suffer for it 

often.  

C. Your life and all that is in it is made sacred by what Jesus did, but it sometimes doesn’t feel like 

it. 21-22 

1.  Your baptism is the complete immersion of your whole life into the grace and the Trinitarian 

reality of God’s kingdom by virtue of Christ’s resurrection from the dead.  

2. His ascension to the right hand of God insures that your whole life now is clean and matters for 

eternity. 

3. His authority as the king of the universe is the guarantee of this. So it is good that you are coming 

to the King as your Savior. 

 


