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Arm Yourselves #24 

Peter 4:1-11 

 

I. Matt.26:26-29. 

A. Communion, the center reality in the gospel, it reminds us that: 

1. Our sins are forgiven. The lamb that was slain.  Ex.12 

a) The old covenant does not forgive your sins. The new one does. 

2. God’s kingdom is inevitable. The regeneration. Matt.19:28 

a) Drinking together in the kingdom coming. 

3. We have his life in us. His blood. Jn.6:50-59 

a) We already have resurrection life in Christ by faith in him. 

B. Christ suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous. 1 Pet.3:18 

1. Entering God’s kingdom now entails representing the king. 1 Pet.2:9 

2. Representing the real king incurs the wrath of the idols. 
 

II. Thinking like the Lord is counterintuitive, but the only way to survive. 1 P.4:1-11 

A. Accept the risks so that sin will lose its grip. 1-6 

1. Jesus’ willingness to suffer rather than sin is the paradigm of victory. 

a) The insight that suffering rather than sinning is the way to a strong life is 

utterly counterintuitive to our world. 

b) Sin is almost always presented as a way out of suffering in some way. 

c) Arm: a military term. (hoplidzo, equip) 

d) Way of thinking: ennoia = a way of thinking, a worldview, an insight. 

2. The risk of being criticized by the world. (Misunderstood, slandered) 

a) We have to be willing to be criticized and misunderstood. 

b) In 3:16 Peter says we should respond with gentleness. Question: how much of 

the Christian anger toward the culture is “righteous anger” at sin and how 

much of it is hurt pride and self-righteous defensiveness for being slandered as 

bigots, fundamentalist, fanatics, etc.?  

3. The risk of being “unfulfilled” in this age.  

a) The world scene promises fulfillment but it is an idol, a lie. 

(1) It is saltwater to your thirst (sex, money, power, wastedness) 

(2) It will be judged by God 

b) The goal of American life is to make it through without ever hurting, so all the 

idols are the things that promise less pain than walking with God. 



 

B. Keep your head in the game so that you can pray well. 7 

1. Stay spiritually clear-headed. (Self-control, sober-minded) 

a) Not letting the mental attitude of the world intoxicate you 

2. By looking at where you are in God’s history of redemption—at the end. The telos 

(completion) is at hand. (facing the final exam clarifies your mind) 

a) This cannot mean that the end of the age will certainly happen in our lifetime 

(because it was written 2000 years ago)  

b) It means that the completion of God’s redemptive purposes for the universe is 

in its final phase: The age of gospel 

(1) Christ has come and will come again.  

c) It means that the end of the age will certainly come and we should live as 

though it could happen any time. 

(1) Balance responsible living and a light hold on this world. 

3. So that you can pray for what the Lord says is important. 

a) Our prayers will degenerate into narcissism (Jas.4:3) 

b) We will focus more on our suffering than on his possible purposes for it, which 

are never punishment for us but goodness toward us. (Heb.12) 
 

C. Love against the odds because it’s the prime witness to Christ. 8-11. 

1. Above all love each other deeply because love is the salve for our sins against each 

other. Pr.10:12; Jas.5:20 

2. Active and practical love toward others is the witness of God, Christ and the 

kingdom. Jn.13:34 

a) The Great Commandment (Christ’s synopsis of the Old Covenant) = the New 

Commandment in the New Covenant. 

3. Love is practical: Specifics of love in two broad headings of gifts. 

a) Sharing the stuff of life (hospitality, serving) 

b) Speaking the encouragement of life (speaking) 

4. Why the constant reminder about this? Because it’s not easy—and that is why it is a 

witness to a greater reality than the world 

a) Giving and receiving forgiveness without tolerating just any behavior. (!) 
 

D. Trust His obedience because yours is unreliable. 8 (1 Jn.4:10) 

1. His love has covered the multitude of our sins and knowing this deeply is the only 

life-changing reality.  

2. If we feel like a failure in these things, it is probably because we so often are—but 

our security in the Lord is not based on our ability to do all this perfectly but on 

Christ’s obedience given to us as our own.  

3. On what basis can we really love through the hard places, forgive and move 

forward in a world where we are victimized and we victimize others-On the basis 

of the cross  

 


