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Surviving Suffering #25 

1 Peter 4:12-19 

 

I. Jesus let people down by not doing what they wanted—but what God wanted for them. The 

question is: who knows what is really right for us, God or the Self? Jn.11:32-36; Isa.53:3. 

A. He ordained the suffering. 

1. This illness… is for the glory of God) (11:4)  

2. If you had been here …This couldn’t be your will, right? 

3. Ordaining does not mean causing, but letting it happen for a reason. 

4. It did not mean that the Lord didn’t love Mary and Martha and Lazarus. 

B. He entered the suffering. 

1. Deeply moved, troubled, wept. 

2. Powerful words that cover the range of grief feelings including anger. 

3. Still feels the pain of his people, too. (Acts 9:4) 

C. He absorbed the suffering. 

1. Brought Laz back, but put his death on his own credit card and paid at the Cross. 

2. The joy of Lazarus’ resurrection is the joy in store for the universe at the end, but more. 

3. Will you be a part of that joy? 

D. He left the suffering intact (temporarily). 

1. Jesus wept. Why? Because he was only postponing this same event until later. 

2. Jesus defeated sin and death at the cross, but did not immediately eradicate suffering in the 

world. Rather he left the suffering intact for an undisclosed period of time (Acts 1:7-8) so 

that he could bring untold millions into his kingdom.  

II. Suffering is what this age is about. Peter is helping his friends to suffer. 

A. 2:19-21; 3:17-18; 4:1; 4:12 

B. Peter addresses the suffering that comes as an entailment of the gospel, but all suffering in the 

Christian life may be addressed here. 



 

III. Six natural but unhelpful responses to suffering among Christians. 4:12-19 

A. Shock: Don’t be surprised: This is a fallen world. 12 

1. But we are surprised because we are taught that life in this age should be fun and happy, 

resolved quickly and offer ultimate fulfillment. 

a) America has no real training for suffering because naturalism says this age is all there 

is and we must find happiness here. 

2. We simply do not believe that the age is evil (ponerous) (Gal.1:4) 

B. Guilt: You are blessed if you suffer in Christ:  .13-14 

1. Suffering is not punishment for your sins; Christ took the blame for your sins on the cross. 

2. Even if there is a discipline in your life, it is not God not forgiving you or making you 

atone for your own sins. It is the Lord loving you and correcting you. Heb.12 

C. Hopelessness: rejoice because you are in good company with Christ. 13-14 

1. It is not random or meaningless (postmodernism) 

a) It is testing you and will strengthen you. Jas.1 

b) It is being used by God as a witness in the world.  

2. Whatever it is—it is temporary. You will get through it by his grace. 

D. Shame/anger: Judgment is coming so don’t be embarrassed or angry. 17-18 (Mal.3:1-3) 

1. Purifying judgment relativizes the shame and anger we feel in this age.  

a) The church and Christians will be evaluated and saved by grace. Rom.14:10-14; 8:31-

39; 2 Cor.5:10. 

(1) A forgiven life can and will be evaluated in love, but truly. 1 Cor.3:13-15. 

b) The world will be evaluated and lost by works. 2 Thess.1:5-10; Rev.20:11-15. 

2. Why be ashamed of escaping the coming judgment? 

E. Escape: Suffer according to God’s will. 12, 19a 

1. For your testing (12); According to God’s will (19) 

2. The test (peirosmos) is whether we married the Lord for his money. 

3. Question: Is it worth it to be like Christ if it means suffering? Phil.3:10 

F. Autonomy: you cannot entrust your soul to the Self or World. 19 

1. We must entrust our souls (entire selves) to the Lord, not ourselves. 

a) The world is trying to save itself, by dodging all suffering and denying all sin. 

b) Christians think if they do something more or differently the trial will go away. 

IV. Why not deal with suffering in these ways? These are the time-honored ways of dealing with the 

futility of the world around us. 

A. Because you are beloved of God in Christ! 12.  

1. We cannot simply stop these previous responses unless we replace them with the gospel. 

Jn.14:6 

B. You can trust him with your soul no matter what. 19. Rom.8:31-39 

C. And your future is infinitely bright. 

1. The work of Christ for you (3:18; 1:3-9). 


