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Immersed in Reality 

John 18:33-38; Matt.28:18-20 

 

I. Life is not as it seems. John 18:33-38. Note 4 things here. 

A. There is another reality than the one you perceive with your 5 senses.  

1. It is a metaphysical, spiritual reality that is invisible to us, but more real than the world we perceive. 2 

Cor.5:16-18. 

2. I know this is hard for us… 

B. Jesus calls the two dimensions: “The World” and “My Kingdom”  

1. The World: The material universe in its fallen state and running in opposition to God for the time 

being.  

a) Paul calls it “this evil age” (Gal1:4) or “the domain of darkness” Col.1:13-14 

b) It is the originally good material world, including us, that is currently under the power of moral 

evil, sin and the slavery sin brings to evil and death. 

2. His Kingdom: The kingdom of God, and the news he brings is the news of the kingdom of God. 

Mk.1:15 

a) It has a metaphysical substance that is not molecules and energy,  

(1) not perceptible, measurable, or able to be manipulated by us or any technology we possess.  

b) It  is not sourced in this world. 

(1) Enteuthen = extension from a source located close to the speaker ((Lowe-Nida, BW) 

(2) NIV = “from another place.” 

C. He says that the Truth of his kingdom is The Ultimate Truth. 

1. Truth is not simply an academic concept but a concrete personal reality. 

a) Ultimate Truth is the Thing you Must know/Experience for Life. 

2. How so? The kingdom is eternal, regenerating reality that will eventually destroy all evil and sin and 

resurrect the material universe. 

3. He has come into the world (invaded?) to bear witness to the Truth, something imperceptible in our 

age—the kingdom of God, God’s invading rule. 

4. A truth Pilate has no concept of.  He’s actually talking to Jesus Christ, and looks right past him into 

despair, asking “What is truth …?” He doesn’t hear Christ’s voice, just words. The Truth is 

standing, beaten and bloody before him and he doesn’t recognize Him. 

D. He says that access to that Truth Kingdom comes by listening with comprehension to his voice.   

1. Voice (akouo) not simply words, but words spoken in a particular voice. 

2. A voice is more than (but not less than) the words.  

a) The voice that speaks the words supplies the authority, the gravitas that grounds the words in a 

sort of reality, makes them powerful and trustworthy, reality altering. 

 

II. Following the crucifixion and resurrection Jesus explained that now his kingdom extends into this 

realm. Matt. 28:19-20.  

A. Jesus told his disciples to immerse people in the Trinitarian Reality, in the name of the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit. 

1. This is entry into his kingdom, by vital faith in Him. 

2. Greek word Baptidzo means to immerse, dunk. 

a) It is always done by somebody else—somebody representing the Christian community where you 

are at the time. 

b) It is always done to somebody who has expressed a knowledgeable, credible and genuine faith in 

Christ. 

B. This immersion, this baptism, materially symbolizes the spiritual thing that happens when God brings a 

person to faith in Christ. 



 

III. Immersion in the Trinitarian Reality brings you into His Kingdom: Col.2:8-15 

A. Immersion in God the Father Himself. 2 Cor.6:16-18 

1. Immersed into a relationship with God as your personal Father. 

a) His Name refers to his identity and authority. 

2. Brought into complete fulfillment of God’s Law.  

a) 10 Commandments are fulfilled in Christ for you.  

3. If this does not blow your mind, you just haven’t meditated on it. This is direct, covenant, living 

connection with God, YHWH, creator and sustainer of the universe. 

B. Immersion in Christ the Son Himself. (Rom.6:3-7) 

1. Metaphysical union. Gal.3:27; Eph.2:6 

a) He became human to join with us. Heb.2 

b) There is a mystical, metaphysical, very real union between us and the Lord. 

c) Pre-dying, Col.2:13; 3:1-5;  

d) It is this union, being “in Christ” that gives us relationship with God as Father. 

2. Heart Circumcision. Eternal covenant. Col.2:11-12. Now covered in eternal grace.  

a) Washed from all sin. Acts.22:16 

(1) Saul the Pharisee needed washed? An affront to any religious person 

(2) He needed to be washed from his reliance on the Law for his salvation! His self-reliance 

based on religion. 

b) Granted all righteousness. Phil.3:9; Rom.3:28 

(1) Similar to circumcision in the OT, but not identical 

(2) We are not born physically into the covenant community, but spiritually (through the Holy 

Spirit who circumcises hearts) 

3. New Family. 1 Cor.3:1-15 

a) Part of the New Covenant Community—the body of Christ, the Church. 

C. Immersion in the Holy Spirit Himself. 

1. Spiritual Regeneration, re-birth with a new life. Titus 3:3-5 

a) An eternal life that guarantees that when you die, you won’t die, but wake up where you have 

always known you should be—in his kingdom . 

b) A life shared with all other real Christians forever. 1 Cor.12:13 

2. Life of the next age—the Real New Age. Eph.2:4-10 

a) Raised up with him already, already in the future. 

b) Jesus called the next age the regeneration (palingenesia) Matt.19:28 

3. This is why you will never die. Jn.11:25-26. 

 

IV. What are we saying when we get baptized? 

A. That Jesus Christ is the risen and saving Lord. Rom.10:9-10 

B. That we want to live with Christ as our king and mentor as members of his kingdom and family. 

Matt.28:29-20 

C. That we are repenting of all evil and resting in his sacrifice rather than our goodness for entrance into his 

kingdom. Rom.3:19-28  


