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The New Covenant Meal 

Luke 22:14-23 

 

I. Jesus changes everything. Luke 22:14-23. The Lord’s Supper is: 3 things 

A. Coming out of the Passover. 15. “I’ve desired to eat this (last) Passover …” 

1. The covenant meal of the Old Covenant. Ex.12 

a) A Covenant is a personal relationship that is enforced by both Law and Love. (One in 

the same in the Trinity) 

(1) More legal and binding than a merely emotional relationship. 

(2) Yet more loving and intimate than a merely legal relationship. 

(3) Commitment to be to you as I should be whether you are to me as you should 

be or not. 

b) God only deals with people in covenant. No consumer relationships. 

c) Passover was God’s covenant meal to remind Israel of his covenant to save them. 

Ex.12. 

d) It is the gospel story of the Old Covenant, the good news of God’s deliverance by 

simple faith in Him and the shaping of a new community centered on God personally.  

2. Instituted by Moses, but a fulfillment of the covenant with Abraham. Gen.15:6-20. 

a) Abraham did not have the Mosaic Law, but YHWH had spoken to him he trusted 

YHWH personally and directly. Gen.15:6 

b) God promised Abraham unilaterally, sovereignly, graciously that he would rescue his 

family—Israel—and the world. 

3. The precondition for the Law. Forgiveness preceded obedience; Love preceded Law 

a) The Passover (salvation) preceded the Law and was a direct result not of the Israelis’ 

faithfulness but of God’s promise to Abraham to save Israel and the world through Israel. 

4. The Passover was a shadow of a coming cosmic and eternal deliverance. 

B. Fulfilling the prophetic promise. “As it is determined …” (Lk.24:25-27; 44) 

1. Jeremiah 31:31-34.  Christ’s covenant. 

2. Heb.8:7-12. Longest OT passage repeated in the NT. 

a) “New Testament” comes from this verse through Origen. (Early 3
rd

 cent) 

C. Inaugurating the new Reality. “This is the New Covenant in my blood.” 

1. Fulfilling and superseding the Old Covenant. 20.  

a) Not destroying it, but fulfilling it. Rom.10:4 

2. Membership now in the future kingdom. 16, 19. “I will eat this again with you in the future 

kingdom.” 

a) Jesus sees this as the culmination of God’s plan and through him the entire universe 

will be reborn. Matt.19:28 

b) The next age is guaranteed, as certain as the passing of time. 

c) We live now in the overlap between the Old Age and the Next Age.  

  



 

II. Why is the New Covenant better than the Old? Heb.8:6-13; Rom.8:1-4 

A. It relies on the Lord’s obedience rather than ours. 

1. How can we live up to the covenant? We can’t.  

a) Then how can God bless?  

b) My covenant which they broke … Jer.31:32 

c) But if they broke it, what hope is there, because the covenant states that if they break it 

they lose everything. 

2. He can become “us” and live up to the covenant himself.  

a) Taking the blame as a representative human, new Adam. Gal.3:13 

b) Bestowing the righteousness He achieves as a human under the Law. 2Cor.5:21; 

Phil.3:9 

3. He can fulfill both sides of the covenant for us, then empower us with new life to live out the 

reality he always intended. 

a) His life and death becomes ours.  Double imputation. 

B. It changes our hearts rather than adding to the rules. 

1. By putting His Mind in us.  

a) Regeneration. Ez 36:25-27; Titus 3:5-7; Jn 3:1-16; 1 P 1:3, 23; Rom 8:1-4 

2. The whole point of the New Covenant is liberty to know and hear the Lord from the inside 

out, coupled with a new desire/will to know his word. 

3. It’s never been about rules, but relationship. 

C. It puts God’s Holy Love on us in unbreakable, eternal, material promise. Rom.8:32 

1. Nothing can separate you from God’s love now. Rom.8:31-39 

III. What does it mean when we take communion, the new covenant meal? What are we saying? 

A. We are declaring loyalty to the true king of the universe, Jesus Christ, who has singlehandedly 

rescued us by shear grace. 

1. Matt.28:18-20. All authority.  

B. We are giving up on ourselves and utterly trusting Christ Jesus for salvation. 

1. Repenting of our obedience and our disobedience.  

2. We are not guiltless, but we are blameless because he took our blame. 

C. We are a community of people who belong to the next age even though we serve in this one. 

1. The death and resurrection of Christ is the beginning of kingdom reality. 

2. The affects everything we do here. We are expats. 

 


