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The Power of His Word 

John 12:44-50 

I. So, coming to Christ is a shock to our religious system … 

II. Jn.12:44-50.  Background: 

A. The triumphal entry: forcing people to make a choice about who Jesus is. 1-36 

B. The unbelief, which he allows and responds to. 37-43 

III. Three things to note: 

A. The stunning reality of who he is: The Lord God as a human. 44-45 

1. Jesus of Nazareth is actually the Lord God in Person. Jn.14:8-11 

2. Yet he relates to the Father as a distinct individual under authority. 49 

3. So, there is something about God that we cannot fathom—one essence composed of more than 

one personal center. 

a) It is the astounding person of Christ that drove the idea of the Trinity back in the first 

4 centuries. 

4. And if you become a Christian, this is what you’re saying. Jesus is Lord. 

B. The sharp contrast in what he does: bringing us out of darkness and into light.  46. 

1. God is the center of all knowledge and the only source if enlightenment and illumination about 

ultimate reality. Pr.1:7 

2. Christ is the light of God himself. 46 

a) He is the light and “enlightenment” does not occur until a person sees him for who he 

is. This is “believing” or “faith.” 

3. Note: either darkness or light. Nothing inbetween. 

a) If the gospel is not true, then it is of no consequence at all, meaningless. If it is true, it 

is the most important truth in the universe. But one thing it is not—and that is 

“moderately true.” The reason is that it is not simply religious advice from a sage. It is 

about God among us in time and space. 

C. The counterintuitive means he uses to do it: The power of God’s Word. 47-50  

1. 10 references to word, speaking, commands, direct verbal communication. 

2. The Power of His Words, which are God’s Word. 

 

IV. What does God’s Word do? 3 things and a question: 

A. It mediates his person. 47-48 (Frame, DWG 47) 

1. To reject his words is to reject him personally. We experience him through hearing him and 

about him from true sources. 

2. God’s word is different than ours. His is the perfect expression of the Perfect mind, which 

means that his word is himself in audible extension. 

3. Jn.20:28. Blessed are those who did not see, but believed. That means they heard something 

rather than seeing it. 

4. Hearing is better than seeing. God is omnipresent and invisible. The way we know him is 

through hearing his word. 

 

B. It judges evil and sin. 48. Heb.4:12 

1. God’s word is living and active and sharp. It discerns and judges.  

2. Why? Because it is simply “judgmental?”  No, because it is the expression of reality and 

reality is God, who is love, holiness, eternal goodness.  

3. But God’s love, because it is holy, must judge sin. The definition of evil is that which God 

would not think, say, do.  

 



C. It creates and sustains life and eternal life. 50 (his command is eternal life) 

1. Creates matter and material life, the universe. Heb.1:1-4; 11:3 

a) The continual expression of God’s mind, his Word, sustains the universe. 

2. Births new life through the gospel. Rom.1:16-17; 1 Pet.1:23-24.  

3. Nourishes at a level most people don’t even know they have. Jn.6:60-65; 15:7; Jas.1:19-25; 

Heb.4:12 

 

V. How can the Word judge evil and create life among fallen people? If it judges our evil, how can we 

survive? 

A. By becoming one of us.  In the gospel. The Word made flesh: Christ Himself. Jn.1:1-5, 14 

1. A permanent part of the material universe, redeeming it. Heb.1:1-3; 1 Jn.1:1-3. 

B. By telling the true story of God’s redemption. The Bible:  The Word made text. 2 Tim.3:16-17 

1. The Bible is God’s redemptive narrative pointing to Christ and showing us how to live in his 

kingdom. 

 

VI. Three things to do: 

A. Come to the Word made flesh—Christ Jesus Himself. Jn.1:12-13;  

1. Believe in the Lord Jesus. 20:30-31 

B. Saturate your mind in the Word made text. Josh.1:8; Ps.1 

C. Let the gospel reveal the rest of the Bible to you. Lk.24:44-47. 

 


