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Facts About Faith in Christ 

2 Peter 1:1-4. 

 

I. Jesus tells us to keep our head in the game, keep trusting Him and the gospel. Jn.14:1-6 

A. Why? Because there’s a lot of pressure not to. 

1. The world resists faith in God. Part of the fallenness.  

II. Second Peter:  An intense pastoral letter to strengthen real Christians’ faith. 

A. Background. 

1. False teachers have introduced ideas that are so opposite of the gospel that the Christians must be 

warned. 

a) Denying the Return of Christ and the coming judgment/new world. 

b) Promoting unrepentant immorality under the banner of the gospel. 

B. Outline of the book. 

1. Cultivate your faith. 1:5  

a) Faith in Christ is not passive, but active. 

2. Vet your teachers. 2:1 

a) There are many bad theologians, pastors, teachers. 

3. Keep your eye on the goal. 3:11-13 

a) Focusing on this age alone will utterly distract and depress us. 

III. 2 Peter 1:1-2 

A. He takes apostolic authority. 1 

1. Simeon Peter, slave and apostle of Christ Jesus. 

B. He respects his audience enough to be honest with them. 1b 

1. To people with the same sort of faith we have. 

2. Real Christians with knowledge of the truth. 

C. He wants blessing for them and knows where to direct them to find it. 2 

1. Grace and peace multiplied in the knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

2. He has their best interests at heart, not just his authority. (1 P.5) 
  



 

IV. The nature of real faith in Jesus Christ.  4 things to know from this passage: 

A. It is a form of relational insight, not just wishful thinking. 2 

1. It is insight/knowledge into God and Christ: 

a) The knowledge/insight into who Jesus Christ really is and what he has done, coupled with a 

repentant desire to belong to God through Him. 

b) Knowing that the gospel is true, that Jesus is the risen and gracious Lord. 

2. It is intuitive and cognitive. We feel faith and think it, a congnitive awareness of a certain reality. 

a) In the knowledge of God and of Christ Jesus our Lord.  

b) Epignosis = insight, real knowledge, relational knowledge of reality. 

c) Includes cognitive content, real truth about real facts. 

3. It is not: 

a) Believing what you know ain’t so (Mark Twain) 

b) Wishful thinking with no factual support. 

c) Cartesian certainty about all details 

B. It is a gift, not an achievement.  1 (Eph.2:8-10) 

1. Given freely, like winning the lottery. Lanchano = to receive by lot 

a) To those who have received/obtained not exercised, but received  

b) Has been granted to us ... (3) 

c) Do you view your faith in the Lord as a gift like winning the lottery? 

2. Based on God’s righteousness in Christ. 1b. 

a) God and Christ are the same person, take note! 

(1) Granville Sharp rule. Two nouns, one article = same entity. 

b) God’s righteousness as gift is separate from our obedience. Rom.3:19-25 

(1) Complete forgiveness of all sin, past, present, future. 

(2) Complete reception of Christ’s own righteousness. 

(3) Our obedience is a result of the gift of righteousness, not the cause of it. 

c) When this righteousness happens to you, it renovates your soul. 

(1) Your eternal status is changed immediately and permanently. 

(2) Your internal self begins a renovation/that changes your character. 

3. How do you know if you have the gift of saving faith? You want it. 

C. It creates humility, not competition.  (the same as the faith of the Apostles!)  1 

1. All true Christian faith is of the same essence.  Eph. 4:1-6 

a) Of the same kind; equal standing = isotimos = equal in value (isometric, isosceles triangle) 

b) NIV ... a faith as precious as ours... 

2. Which means that no Christians are “more loved” by the Lord. 

a) The Lord loves you just as much as he loves Peter! 

b) God loves you just as much as he loves Jesus Christ! 

D. It multiplies grace and peace rather than religion and guilt. 2 

1. Because it is based on his sacrifice and obedience, the Cross, not our religion. 

2. It is peace that transcends our ability to figure everything out (Phil.4:7) because it is based on the 

Lord’s love for us and not our obedience to his rules.  

a) The same as a trusting child rests in the arms of a parent. 

3. If we find grace and peace being reduced in our lives the answer is not increased anxiety or 

“works”, but re-focusing on the Lord’s love and sacrifice for us.Rom.8:32-39 

 

 


