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Making Sure of Growth, part 2 

2 Peter 1:1-11 

 

I. Jesus said that the word of God (gospel) is a seed that grows. Lk.8:4-15 

A. Hard, Shallow, Weedy, and Deep soils. 

B. Only the 4
th

 soil bore fruit and that’s obviously what he’s after. 

II. Peter reminds his friends about growth in Christ.  2 Peter 1:3-11. Read the whole passage. 

A. His divine power has given us what we need. Review: Four things 1:3-4 

1. His Knowledge, which is faith in Christ 

a) This knowledge is a personal grasp of who God is in Christ. 

2. His Promises, which are unbreakable in Christ. 

a) A promise in Christ is unbreakable. 

3. His Nature, which is transforming in Christ. 

a) We have His DNA now. 1 P.1:23; 2 Cor.5:17 

4. His Rescue (our escape) which is eternal in Christ.  

a) An escape that is actually a rescue by Christ. 

(1) Corruption: phthora = rot, decay, moral filth. 

B. So we should deliberately cultivate the life. 5-11. 

III. Seven characteristics that strengthen our knowledge/faith. 5-11 

A. Virtue: Arête = moral goodness.  Heb.5:14; Rom.12:1-2 

1. Just plain good character in every way. Even pagans sought this. 

2. What is the right thing to do here? 

3. Part of the gospel is the ability to discern the difference between good and evil, a difference 

greatly clouded these days.  

B. Knowledge: gnosin = learning to perceive reality through the context and facts of the gospel. 

1. Growing understanding of the Lord and his ways. 

2. Filling the mind, not emptying it. But filling it with God’s wisdom. 

a) The Christian faith is not emptying the mind in order to achieve pure intuition, but the shaping 

of intuition by cognitive understanding of God’s Word, the gospel.  

3. But beyond academic expertise (which the Pharisees all had). 

C. Self-control: egkrateia = mastery of the self. 

1. The ability to do what you intend and not do what you do not intend. 

2. A very difficult thing for most people. 

3. This takes practice and must be learned over time. Nothing in our culture encourages this virtue. 

4. Does the exercise of making yourself do the right thing and avoid the wrong thing actually 

strengthen your faith/knowledge of God? Yes 

D. Steadfastness: hupomene = hyperstand = the ability to stay in the hard place over time. 

1. Not just avoiding losing your temper, but staying in the hard place over a long time. 

2. Does staying in stress, bearing up under pressure, actually enhance your faith? Yes. 

E. Godliness: eusebeia = thinking like the Lord 

1. A life characterized by being congruent with God’s ways, pleasing to him. 

2. But godliness and piety have been ruined as words in our world. They conjure images of fusty 

self-righteous religionists.  

a) This is not churchiness or religiousness. It is a powerful and attractive characteristic. 

3. God is Awesome!! Christ is the Hero of the Universe! Just thinking some of his thoughts at some 

level is amazing and wonderful. 

4. Actually trying to think like Jesus, not just “obey the rules” is what strengthens your faith. 

Appearing godly for the purpose of getting blessed is not the deal!! 
 

 

 



F. Friendship/Brotherly affection: phileo = friendship 

1. Don’t believe the myth that you are solely the product of your own thoughts. You are the product 

of your society, too. 

2. Friendship is one of the most powerful spiritual nourishments in the world because we were 

created for relationship and our relationships/friends/peers/mentors have an immense impact on 

us spiritually (for better or worse). 

3. Who are your friends and how do they impact your faith? Do you care about this? 

G. Love: agape. God’s love in and through us.  

1. God’s love is gracious, which means we are growing in this. 

2. The main difference between phileo and agape is that agape does not stop when it receives nothing 

in return. It continues even if the relationship is destroyed. 

3. Does loving in the way of God actually enhance your faith? Yes. 

Four Problems in grasping this. 

H. We misinterpret the ultimate goals: 

1. “Life” to mean what this age calls valuable, the “good life.” 

a) But all real heroes live for something transcendent to themselves. 

2. “Godliness” as an irrelevant form of religious churchianity. 

a) But eusebien means thinking like God, the Genius of the Universe, in a Love that is utterly 

destiny-changing. 

I. We read the virtues as merit badges instead of exercises of the gift of eternal life. 

1. This must not be read legalistically! This produces despair and being overwhelmed. 

2. Movement does not produce life, but it does indicate it. 

3. Exercise does not produce life, but it does strengthen it. 

J. We think of these things as variable values instead of elements of ultimate reality. 

1. Our culture has separated values from facts.  

a) God does not. His values are facts. 

2. They are the way the universe actually runs. The character of the Trinity. 

a)  Pure Love emanating from the Trinity, the transcendent center of the universe. 

b) That’s why living outside them is ignorance and blindness. 

3. Moral Knowledge is Universal and Binding Knowledge. 

K. We live in a culture that actually de-emphasizes these virtues. 

1. You will not get help from television, secular education, or politics 
 

IV. Five Implications of grasping this: 

A. The Gospel is not against effort, but against earning. 

1. Spiritual growth is not passive, it is active: it actually requires effort 

a) Supply: Epichoregeo = make provision; make available what is necessary to supply 

someone’s needs. 

b) Diligent: (10) spoudazo = make haste, work at it, due diligence 

2. Because the goal of life is maturity, not ease. 8 

a) The great danger Peter highlights is ineffectiveness, unfruitfulness in the knowledge of Christ. 

This is vain and empty faith. 

b) The symptom of this empty faith is nearsighted blindness resulting from forgetting that the 

person was cleansed from former sins. 

c) Fruitful, living in the gospel 

B. The virtues are not marching orders, but character traits. 

1. Some Christians think that being very active in ministry and mission is the way to grow 

spiritually. That is a rookie mistake!  

2. You don’t have to be an extrovert Pharisee (Packer’s phrase) 
  



 

C. The strength is not in our will, but His in his grace. (3) 

1. His divine power has put all these character traits in us,  

a) You don’t produce them on your own. The Spirit has put all these and more into us, but they 

must be brought out, exercised, nourished. 

b) The DNA of this new eternal/divine nature is what enables us. 

c) There is a desire in the heart of a Christian, put there by the mind of Christ, that when pursued 

actually supplies strength to continue the pursuit. 

2. One of the profound paradoxes of supernatural Christianity 

a) 1 Cor.15:10: I worked hard … but it was his grace in me. 

b) Phil.2:12-13: Take yourself seriously because it is God at work in you. 

D. The exercise program is not ours to design, but His. Life itself. Jas.1:2-4 

1. Life itself is where all these characteristics are developed (or not). 

a) There is no college class on self-control. You learn it by practice in life. 

2. Sorrow, failure, grief, trauma and pain are the primary ways in which we develop. 

a) Which is why people who have never had serious grief in their lives, (or have denied, 

avoided, or medicated it away) are usually shallow, ineffective and unfruitful. 

E. The motivation for growth is not reward, but relief. 9 

1. When these features are missing, it means the person doesn’t know or care that they have been 

cleansed from their sin. 

2. Bottom line is that the actual transformation of the gospel comes when we understand at ever 

deeper levels who Jesus is and what God has done for and in us through him.  

3. The Cross of Christ, the wisdom of God. 

 


