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Non-Prophet Ministry 

2 Peter 2:1-22 

 

I. Matthew 7:15-23. It matters who you listento. 

A. The gospel can be counterfeited.  

1. False prophets will abound. 

B. The proof is in the pudding. 

1. Fruit tells you what sort of life is in the tree. 

C. The pudding is the moral life, not the ministry life. 

1. We did miracles in your name! 

2. Yes, but I never knew you. You had no relationship with Me. 

3. Because you lived in anomia = lawlessness 

D. The character of a true Christian reflects Christ’s word. (Mtt.7:24-27) 

1. They want to think and feel and act like Jesus. 

2. If a person is not impressed enough with the person of Christ to seek to be like him, maybe he 

doesn’t know him at all. 

II. Peter says; Keep your head in the game!  2 Peter 1:3-11. 

A. Christ’s divine power has given us what we need. 1:3-4. 

1. His Knowledge, which is faith in Christ 

2. His Promises, which are unbreakable in Christ. 

3. His Nature, which is transforming in Christ. 

4. His Rescue (our escape) which is eternal in Christ.  

B. But we must deliberately cultivate the life. 5-11. 7 virtues 

1. These are character traits of Christ: 

2. When these virtues are growing in a Christian your faith is growing. 

a) Effective and fruitful living. 8; Clarity of vision. 9; Certainty of calling. 10; Security in the 

kingdom. 11 

III. So, he brings his friends a reminder. 12-21 

A. He is confident of their moral fiber. 12-15 

B. But he wants them to remember the facts of the Lordship of Christ. 16-18 

C. And trust and interpret the Scriptures through these facts. 19-21 

D. So that they will not be deceived by false prophets. Chapter 2 

E. Two things Peter wants his friends to remember: 

1. The gospel is the true worldview. If it’s true, it’s the only one! 

(1) It changes your perspective on everything and learning how it does this, and cooperating 

with it, is the definition of spiritual formation. 

2. The gospel revealed in Scripture supplies God’s personal guidance: 2 Tim.3:16 

a) God’s flashlight on a dark night.1:19 

b) If you are a Christian, you have Christ’s view of Scripture. 

IV. And a strong warning: Don’t let yourself be deceived.  2:1-22 

A. There are false teachers/prophets. 1-3 

1. Don’t kid yourself—there are false teachers who claim to be Christians. 

B. God has always judged evil people and delivered faithful people. 4-10 

1. He judged angels for their evil. Gen.6; Rev.20:2, 3, 20) 

2. He judged the antediluvians for their evil. Gen. 

3. He judged Sodom and Gomorrah for their evil. 

4. He delivered Lot from Sodom’s judgment. 

C. The proof is in the pudding. 11-22 

1. Look at the teaching and the fruit of it. 

  



 

V. Five Characteristics of false teachers. 

A. Duplicity: 1, 19 

1. Secretly introduce teachings that destroy the gospel message, 

a) They don’t say what they really believe up front, impersonating real Christianity. Secrecy 

2. They are not real Christians who struggle against temptation and repent. 

a) They are fake Christians who sin willfully and continually and teach others to do it, too. 1 

Jn.2:19 

B. Autonomy: 9, 10 

1. Self-willed and bold in repudiation of any spiritual authority. 

a) Speaking against and making light of (blaspheming) demonic forces. Not taking seriously 

spiritual warfare. 

b) Balaam is the classic example of an “autonomous prophet,” a freelance spiritist for hire who 

wanted to be paid for cursing Israel while they were crossing the desert. Num.22-25; 31:16 

c) Finally advised Balak to seduce the Israelite men with the Moabite women in cult sex, so that 

the Lord would discipline them. Num.31:16 

2. Autonomy always leads to idolatry.  

a) We will elevate something to ultimate priority (worship) 

C. Heresy: 1 (essentially atheism) 

1. Denying the Lordship of Christ.  

a) The Master (despotes, sovereign) 

2. Denying the work of Christ. 

a) The Master who bought them. 

3. Denying the morality of Christ. 

a) He specifically condemned the life if sin. (Matt.5:13-48) 

4. Denying the return of Christ.  

a) Where is the promise of his coming (3:4) 

D. Manipulation: 14; 18-19 

1. Entice: deliadzo = lure with bait. (14) 

a) They want you to join them, deliberately entice people into their own deception. 

b) Greed/exploitation: taking advantage of people’s religious ignorance. 

2. Promising freedom, but bringing bondage. 19 

a) The freedom to sin is not freedom. 

b) Freedom is not absence of restraint but the ability to do what we were created for. 

E. Corruption. 2, 9, 10a; 13-14, 17-19 

1. Slaves of corruption. (19) 

a) Phthora = rotting, decomp, like a dead body, like a cesspool 

b) Sensuality: aselgia = letting the fallen feelings run the life. 

c) Passions: Epithumia = addiction, passion, over-desire 

d) Flesh: sarkos = old life dominated by base desires 

e) Eyes full of adultery. (14) 

(1) Unrepentant, active, theological endorsement of sexual immorality as a lifestyle. 

Rom.1:32 

VI. This then becomes the false teachers’ destiny. 3, 20-22 

A. The corruption is lifestyle that becomes a destiny.  

B. Destruction not asleep. 

C. Gloom of utter darkness reserved (17-19) 
  



 

VII. Closing Questions: 

A. Why does God allow false teachers to arise? Because the chaff doesn’t show up until the wheat is 

sifted. 

1. Sifting is crucial to growth, in churches and in individual Christians. 

2. All the main creeds were the result of heresies and controversies. 

B. Why are false teachers effective? Because there’s a little falseness in all of us. 

1. Something in our old nature resonates with the evil chord they are playing.  

a) When a certain note is played loudly, the strings on my guitar will resonate along with it. 

2. The refusal to admit the sin tendency in ourselves is what produces 

C. Why does God judge evil so harshly? Because God is Pure Love. (1 Jn.4:7-8) 

1. How good would God’s love be if he did not judge evil? If he just judged some evil? If he only 

judged evil on a sliding scale (like we do)? 

2. There cannot be love without justice, and there cannot be justice without a judge and there cannot 

be a judge who overlooks evil.  

3. So, if you have a loving God, you also have a judging God. 

D. Where is the hope if life is so dangerous? In the gospel of the Master who buys his enemies to redeem 

them. 1b 

1. Master: despotes = sovereign lord, king. 

2. Who bought them = he bought them with his own life. 

 


