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Diligence in Grace 

2 Peter 3:14-16 

 

 

I. Jesus warned of false prophets. Matt.7:15-23 

A. They would appear Christian, but reject Christ’s Word 

1. The whole point of a false prophet is that he looks true 

2. But they are antinomian: Anomia: lawlessness 

3. Two types of false religious teachers: 

a) Legalistic ones (adding our works to produce justification) 

b) Antinomian ones. (Removing our works entirely) 

4. The real gospel is not a balance, but an entirely new sort of reality that is not legalistic or 

antinomian, but gracious and transforming. 

B. They would be condemned and take with them anybody who believed them. 

1. False prophets lead people astray, into death. 

II. Peter reminds his friends to keep their head in the game.  2 Peter 

A. Christ’s divine power has given us what we need. 1:3-4. 

1. His Knowledge, His Promises, His Nature, His Rescue 

B. But we must deliberately cultivate the faith. 1:5-11. 7 virtues 

1. Yes, you can do things to strengthen your faith 

C. So, be reminded of reality. 1:12-21 

1. Christ’s lordship and God’s Word, Scripture 

D. And don’t let yourself be deceived.  2:1-22 

1. The antinomian false teachers are truly evil 

E. Remember that false prophets were predicted. 3:1-13. 

1. They base everything on what they see instead of what God says. 

III. Since you are waiting for the new creation. 3:14-18 

IV. Four realities that will keep your head in the gospel. 

A. The Wisdom of Anticipation. Therefore, since you are waiting for these … 

1. Everybody knows that this world is going to end. 

a) Physicists agree, they just think it will be an accident and meaningless 

b) Christ says it is a certainty and that it is the beginning of a new creation. 

(1) Which would you prefer? 

2. Everybody lives on faith all the time. (They just have faith in the world and the self) 

a) We do not know and cannot see the future, even this evening. Yet we move confidently 

forward, right? 

b) Why do we not take the Lord’s word for the fact that there is a future world coming, a good 

and real one? The transfiguration reveals real life. 

3. The future is what conditions our lives as members of God’s kingdom, not the past. 

a) The past has an impact on our ability to trust the Lord and live compassionately and strongly 

with others today.  

4. Unfortunately, we usually only try to grasp the Lord’s idea of the future when we face grief, 

failure, and loss.  

a) That is why times of grief can be the most strengthening times in our lives—if we come to the 

gospel and the Word of Christ. 
  



 

B. The Advantage of Effort. Be diligent, take care …  

1. Effort to stay in the stable place. Sterigmos = place of safety—in Christ’s grace. 

a) Not legalism; not antinomianism—but transforming gospel. 

b) Rest is good, passivity is not. Don’t fall asleep at the wheel. 

2. What sort of effort?  

a) Meditation on the real gospel.  

(1) By letting the forgiveness and provision shape our desires and directions in. 

b) Education in the real scriptures. 

(1) Some things are hard to understand and easily twisted. 

(2) It takes serious thought, real effort, to grasp the depth of the gospel revealed in the 

scriptures. 

c) Repentant Resistance against real sin. 

(1) By living in a state of repentance and resistance against sin in our lives. 

(2) Repentance because we know we fall in thought, word and deed. (1 Jn.1:8-9 

d) Resistance because we know that we must cooperate with the Spirit as he guides us away 

from evil. (Deliver us from evil …) 

C. The Virtue of Patience. The Lord’s patience means salvation (salvation). 

1. So when the Lord is “taking too long” there is a really good reason.  

2. You or someone you love is dodging a bullet. Thank the Lord you haven’t received what you’re 

praying for yet. 

D. The Centrality of Grace. Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

1. By being simultaneously, increasingly aware of our sin and every more convinced that the Lord 

loves us and has forgiven us.  

a) Both are necessary for growth in grace because grace means both. 

2. By meditating constantly on the gospel and its implications 

3. So, failure and conviction produce humility and repentance, while relying on the grace produces 

endurance and courage. Ps.51:17; Isa.66:2 

V. Jesus Christ did it all for us at the Cross, so that nothing needs to stop us from living the life he has 

supplied now and into eternity. 1:3-6 

 

 


