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Colossians #2 

Colossians 1:1-8 

The Main Ingredient 

 

I. Jesus offered real hope to tired and fearful religious people. 

A. Matt.11:25-30. You who are weary and heavy laden, come to me. 

B. Jesus offered real hope to dying people. 

II. In the Colossian church false teachers had introduced “additions” to faith in Christ. 

A. Legalism, Asceticism, Spiritism, Traditionalism (2:8-23).  

1. These all are grounded in religious self-reliance, the motive of all idolatry. 

III. Colossians. 1:1-8.   

A. This is Paul and Timothy. 1-2 

1. Paul, personal representative of Christ, and Timothy 

2. To the saints and faithful brothers (and sisters) in Colossae 

B. I thank God the Father … for the gospel among you. 3-6. 

1. Why does he not thank the Colossians for their faith? 

a) Because their faith was not their own doing. God does not thank us for getting saved on our 

own. 

b) The message of Christ has power in itself. Rom. 1:16-17 

2. How does he know that God is at work?  

a) Christ is at the center of their lives.  

(1) They are “in Christ” as their faith indicates.  

(2) Greek: “in the sphere of Christ” their faith is their way of thinking within the sphere of 

Christ, in his kingdom—KingdomThink. 

b) They love each other. The primary witness to Christ’s Lordship. Jn.13:34 

(1) Commitment to each other’s highest good. 

(2) Wobble room for each other on human frailties. 

(3) Desire to forgive each other when they sin. 

3. How did the gospel get planted in Colossae? Epaphras was a missionary.  7-8 

a) Epaphras took the seed of the gospel to Colossae. 

(1) This is the essence of the mission. 

b) He didn’t plant a church; he planted the gospel. In one person at a time. 

(1) The gospel creates the church, not the other way around. 

  



 

IV. What should we glean here? Hope is the main ingredient in gospel faith. 

A. Hope is not dessert—it is the main dish. 5a. the hope you have … 

1. Not wishful thinking; but certainty about a good future.  

2. Not an optional module; But the source of everything else in the Christian life. 

a) Grammatically it is the source of the love we try to generate on our own.  

b) The way to grow in love for others is not to “try hard to like people,” but to focus on the 

hope—what is coming. 

(1) The Christian you are angry at is a sinner saved by grace, like you and destined for 

resurrection, like you—and will be much nicer then! 

(2) The non-Christian who is angry at you will either come to repentance or face God’s 

wrath for their sins. Again, the future is the key to your attitude in the present. 

3. Not accessible apart from facing our death. 

a) The sort of hope he has in mind (heaven) is only accessed through imagining your own death 

and what follows. 

b) This is the most difficult for Westerners because for over 300 years we have been taught that 

this age is all there is.  

(1) So suffering and death shock and disorient us. Compare Paul’s matter-of-fact attitude 

about his own death in Phil.1:22-23 

B. Because Heaven is not imaginary—it is tangible. 5b. The hope you have in heaven … 

1. Heaven is real, but outside of our physics. 2 Cor.4:16ff.  

a) Dimensionally invisible to us. Beyond our imagination. 

b) Temporally invisible to us. We are already there. 

2. Resurrection is recognizable and human.  Phil.3:20-21 

a) It is material (a different sort of matter) 

C. And Grace is not a doctrine—it is the experience of a pure relationship with God as our Father in 

Christ. Matt.11:25-30—this is what we learn from Christ. 

1. To “truly know the grace of God” in the gospel is to trust Christ Jesus for your entire validation in 

eternity. 

a) Because the cross and the resurrection and the ascension actually happened we can know for 

certain that forgiveness and resurrection are possible, in fact inevitable—and we can be a part 

of it. 

2. Who Jesus Christ is and what he did is a message that transforms people.  

 


