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The Value of Suffering 

Colossians 1:24-2:5  

 

 

I. John 16:33; (15:18-20) 

A. The inevitable trouble of life in this age, no matter what it promises. 

1. In this world you will have thlipsis = trouble, tribulation, persecution, opposition. 

2. World in opposition to gospel. 

3. Religion is in opposition to gospel.  

B. The supreme lordship of Christ, no matter what life looks or feels like. 

1. The promise that even though it doesn’t look like it, Christ has actually overcome the world. 

a) The victory is won and the resurrection age is real, though not fully manifest. 

C. Enduring trouble while trusting the authority and grace of Christ is actually how we grow in faith. 

1. Not by “being successful” always receiving a healing, always looking strong and beautiful. 
 

II. Paul’s word to his Colossian friends re-focuses them on Christ. Col.1:13-23 

A. Because they were being intimidated by religion/philosophy that did not have Christ at the center.  

1. Asceticism, Legalism, Traditionalism, Spiritism. 

B. And they needed to know that God Himself in human form had come and reconciled them. 1:21-23 
 

III. This Divine Reconciliation through Christ changed Paul’s view of himself and his suffering. Col.1:24-

2:5 

A. I don’t mind suffering and working hard. 1:24, 29; 2:1 

1. It’s part of my calling/job (stewardship) Acts 9:16. And suffer he did: 

a) Externally. (He was under house arrest when he wrote this) 

(1) 2 Cor.11:23-33. Imprisonments, beatings, 

(2) 12:7-10. Something physical that wouldn’t go away. 

b) Internally. 

(1) 2 Cor.11:28-29. Worry about others’ growth. 

(2) Col.2:1. Struggling in prayer. 
 

B. Because the mystery of the gospel is so incredibly important. 26-28 

1. The Word of God fully known = the gospel explained and proclaimed. 

a) Word of God is the gospel revealed in the apostles and OT prophets. 

2. Mystery: a revealed reality, unknowable apart from revelation. 

a) A new and profound reality is loosed in the world—the gospel. 

3. Christ in you, the hope of glory:  

a) Regeneration and guaranteed eternal life. 
 

C. And because the stability of your faith in Christ is my purpose in life. 2:1-5 

1. I struggle on behalf of you all. (In prayer and spiritual direction) 

a) That your hearts will be encouraged  

b) That you will be knit together in love 

c) So that you will have all the riches of a full assurance of understanding of the mystery of God, 

which is Christ.  

2. I don’t want you to be deluded by smooth sounding arguments against Christ. 

3. I do want you to hang together and be strong in confidence in Christ. 
  



 

IV. The Glory of Christ redeems all of our suffering.  

A. His reconciliation means that our suffering strengthens us.1:21-22 

1. God is not punishing us but strengthening us. 

2. So don’t be mad at yourself or at God when you suffer. He is not letting you down or punishing 

you, but strengthening and purifying you. Jas.1:1-4 

B. His mission means that our suffering strengthens others. 1:24a 

1. Suffering for others’ sake? Completing something Christ started in his suffering? What?! 

2. Yes! Childbirth is the metaphor (Jn.16:21). Mom suffers to bring baby into life. Ministry. 

C. His presence means that our suffering is temporary. 1:27 

1. Christ in you: He is with you in it and will get you through it. 

2. The hope of Glory: the certainty of perfect resurrection life in a perfectly resurrected world. 

Jn.14:1-6 

3. Hope = confident expectation of future blessing.  

 


