
14001-A January 5, 2014 

The Mystery of Maturity 

Colossians 1:24-2:5 pt.2 

 

I. Jesus is the Reality. He taught faith in Himself, not Moses. Jn.5:36-47 

A. What does that say about all other teachers and philosophers? 

1. If Moses was the best of the old and he’s pointing to Christ? 

B. What does that say about our own understandings of ultimate things? 

1. Just trust Him personally and receive life eternal and a new sort of wisdom and knowledge? 

II. Paul’s word to his Colossian friends re-focuses them on Christ. Col.1:13-23 

A. I don’t mind suffering and working hard. 1:24-25 (29; 2:1) 

1. It’s part of my calling/job (stewardship) 

B. Because Christ is so incredibly important. 26-29 

1. The Word of God fully known = the gospel explained and proclaimed. 

2. True maturity is thinking and feeling like Christ. 

C. And because the stability of your faith in Christ is my purpose in life. 2:1-5 

1. I struggle on behalf of you all. (In prayer and spiritual direction) 

2. I don’t want you to be deluded by smooth sounding arguments against Christ. 

III. Maturity in Christ is a Revelational Mystery. 1:24-2:5 

A. A revelational mystery is one that still mystifies after it has been revealed, known, and believed. 

(Musterion, used 3 times in this passage.). (Steven Boyer and Christopher Hall, Mystery of God (Baker 

Books, 2012) p.6 

IV. Maturity in Christ is a process that we cooperate with. 4 pieces of advice: 

A. Respond to the mystery of the gospel personally. 1:26-28 

1. Initial response: repentant faith in Christ as Saving Lord. Mk.1:15 

a) Change your view of who Christ is and receive him as Lord 

2. Ongoing growth: grow to maturity by living by faith in Christ. continued deliberate confidence in 

Christ as Lord. 1:23. Believe on purpose. Gal.2:20 

B. Embrace the mystery of regeneration internally. 1:27 (Phil.2:12-13) 

1. Christ in you. Regeneration: Being born again. Jn.3; Titus 3; 1 Pet.1:23 

a) The Spirit entering us and changing us from the inside out.  

2. The hope of glory. The certainty of coming resurrection, with the world. 

a) It means that you are new. 2Cor.5:17-21 

(1) Ontologically different than before you were a Christian—a new creature suited to the 

next age: home. 

b) It means you cannot die. Jn.11:25-26 

c) It means you are being transformed. Rom.12:1-2; Phil.2:12-13 

d) It means you are part of a larger living community: the body of Christ. 1 Cor.12; Eph.2 

(1) Spiritually joined to all other Christians and to God Himself by the Holy Spirit. 

(2) Which is why you need the Church, love, assurance, etc. 
  



 

C. Practice the mystery of Christ’s wisdom daily. 2:2 (true wealth, treasure) 

1. The knowledge and wisdom of God in Christ are not abstract speculations—they are practical 

declarations of Reality, how the universe really works and how we should live in it. 

a) But you will not learn it from the World!! (1 Cor.1-2) 

2. Serious Prayer and Worship: the most radical ways we think in the mystery because when we 

pray and worship we admit our need for God to work.  

3. Contrasted Living: Thinking and acting in the kingdom is very different from thinking in the 

world. And the gospel is seen most clearly when there is a contrast between the two. (Contrast, not 

always opposition) 

a) Christ has something to say about all of life: marriage, parenting, work, nation, relationships, 

culture. 

4. But it all must be seen through the gospel of His Lordship and Grace in Salvation. So… 

D. Rest in the mystery of your reconciliation entirely. 1:21-22 

1. He took all your blame in his human body on the Cross. 

2. He gave you all the credit for his perfect life. 

V. Two Implications of the Mystery of Maturity 

A. Christians: When faith in Christ as the Saving and Ruling Lord no longer mystifies and delights you, 

you are not grasping it properly. 

1. There is always a sense in which we do not comprehend or fully grasp God’s work in and among 

us. 

B. Pre-Christians: When your reason for rejecting Christ is based on the fact that you can’t figure 

something out, you’re telling God to force you to believe against your will.  

1. Which means waiting until you can “figure it all out” means waiting until you don’t need faith, 

which means trusting only your own Reason and not trusting the Lord.  

2. Limiting what one believes to that which can be understood without grace or faith in Christ means 

being blind to the gospel and all its riches and treasures. 

 


