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Colossians 3:12-14 

The New Humanity part 1 

 

I. Jn.10:22-30. Jesus teaches in the Temple about Himself. 

A. Belonging to Jesus Christ is belonging to God personally. 

1. We believe because we are part of his flock. (Not vice versa)  

2. We hear His voice in Christ 

3. We have all we need for eternal life as a gift in Christ. 

B. This gift of eternal life is the opposite of human religion. (Matt.23) 

1. Jesus is talking to the most religious people in the world—the Jewish leaders in the Temple at 

Jerusalem!! God’s Own Temple!! God’s Own Race!! 

a) The opposite of the gospel is not atheism, it is Religion. 

2. Human religion always relies on human works for “good measure.” 

a) Asceticism; Legalism; Traditionalism; Spiritism. 

II. Your salvation is a Complete. Col.3:1-14 

A. Your death to this world is permanent and can’t be reversed. 3a. (Rom.7:4-6) 

1. That’s why Paul uses death as a metaphor for your transition out of the old humanity. 

B. Your life is secure in the other dimension. 3b.  

1. Hidden = krupto = to cause to be safe or protected by hiding. 

2. Invisible dimensionally and temporally. 

C. Your Lord, who is your life, is coming to get you. 4 (Jn.14:6) 

1. You don’t have to find your life—He’s coming to get you. 

D. Because you are no longer in Adam’s race, but in Christ’s. 7, 10, 11 

1. You are not in the realm of Adam any more. 7 (1 Cor.15:45; Rom.5:12-21) 

a) Sin, greed, immorality, judgment, condemnation, bondage, doom. (Eph.5:1-12) 

2. You are in the realm/body of Christ. 10 

a) Under His Lordship and Grace, in His flock, receiving His Word/Voice as the source of your 

life. Jn.6:63. 

b) Not one of the “sons of disobedience” any more. 7 (Eph.5:6) 

3. Paul is not simply contrasting the flesh with the spirit internally to the Christian, but the realm in 

which the Christian receives the source of their life. 

III. In Christ’s New Humanity you are: Five Things: 

A. Intellectually Renewed. 9-10. (Lk.24:45; 1 Cor.2) 

1. Being renewed in knowledge/thinking just like our Creator. 2 Cor.4:16; Rom.12:2 

a) Anakainao = to renew, remodel, make new and better. 

b) Knowledge = epiginosis = true knowledge, certain knowledge of reality. 

c) A process of growing knowledge of reality = God in Christ.  

d) Learning to think like and feel like Jesus about everything. 

e) Because He thinks in God’s reality, God’s kingdom = Ultimate Reality 
  



 

B. Personally Chosen. Chosen ones of God: eklektos = select from among others. 

1. God initiated your relationship with him.  This is always the case. 

a) John 15:16.  You did not choose me, I chose you and placed you (tithemi) 

b) John 6:37; 44. All the father gives me will come; no one can come unless the father draws 

him. 

c) 1 Thess. 1:4.  We know you were chosen because the gospel converted you. 

d) Acts 13:48.  As many as were appointed (tasso) to eternal life believed. (Not the other way 

around) 

e) Gal.1:15, when he who set me apart from my mother’s womb … 

2. This idea is a huge comfort, but also a source of confusion. 

a) Primarily because we don’t see how he can chose and still incorporate human decisions 

(which he does). 

b) What if I’m not chosen? 

(1) Wrong question.  If you’re worried about it, you are already being drawn into the reality 

of it. 

c) What if they’re not chosen? 

(1) Wrong question: treat all people as potentially chosen because the Lord knows. Acts 

18:10 

C. Specifically Set Apart. Holy = hagios = set apart for God’s use and purpose. 

1. Not like the rest of the world either as individuals or as a community. 

2. Uniquely created and useful to God personally and corporately, as a Body. 

D. Completely Loved. Rom.8:31-39 

1. This is a covenant love, not a generic love as in Jn.3:16. 

2. This love is sourced in God, not in our lovliness or devotion. 1 Jn.4:7-10 

E. Eternally Forgiven. Of all sin, past, present, future; thought, word, deed. 

1. You cannot be a member of the kingdom and not be eternally forgiven—to be a member of the 

kingdom is to be permanently, eternally forgiven of all sin past, present, future. 

2. There is no partial or temporary forgiveness!  

F. Because The King, God, lived the life we should have lived and died the death we should have died and 

rose from the dead in the life we will have. The Incarnation/Atonement/Resurrection/Ascension has 

saved us.  

IV. How should this make us feel and think?  

A. Relieved and Thankful. If you are not motivated out of a sense of relief and security, you are not living 

in the gospel mindset (Col.3:1-5) 

B. Motivated and Missional. This news is too good to keep to ourselves. Let it flow to others. 

 

 


