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Colossians 3:12-14 

The New Humanity part 2 

 

I. John 13:34. Why is this the New Commandment, the application of the Great Commandment? Jesus 

was about to experience the hatred of humanity and the wrath of God Himself. How could he focus on 

love?? 

A. Because God is holy Love. 1 Jn.4:7-8 

1. It is not simply a sentimental feeling, a “value,” but the solidest reality in the creation. 

2. The Ultimate source/reality of the universe is not matter or energy, but God=Three Loving 

Persons who share the same eternal essence. 

B. Because God’s love was about to break evil’s back at the cross and change the destiny of the created 

order. 

1. The Cross supplies eternal forgiveness in a fallen world. 

2. The Cross allows forgiven people to forgive others. It spreads. 

3. The Cross is God’s love destroying sin and inaugurating a new Reality. Kingdom. 

C. So when the Colossian Religionists introduced their asceticism, legalism, traditionalism, spiritism as 

improvement to God’s work in Christ, Paul takes them on. 

II. You are already part of a new reality. Col.3:1-4 

A. This is not human religion, but God’s new reality 

III. The Old humanity is doomed. 5-9a 

A. You are no longer the walking dead, Old Humanity. 7 

1. Sex, Greed, Anger = the hallmarks of our culture. 

2. Idols, God-replacements that addict us destroy us.  

IV. The New Humanity is eternal.  9b-12 

A. New sort of thinking. Intellectual Renovation. 9-10. (Lk.24:45; 1 Cor.2) 

1. An entirely new sort of knowledge, understanding of reality and truth. 

B. New awareness of value. Chosen/selected. 12 

1. God initiated your relationship with him.  This is always the case. 

C. New calling and purpose. 12 

1. Holy = hagios = set apart for God’s use and purpose. 

D. New security in love. 12. Rom.8:31-39 

1. Eternally loved, like a precious child. (Jn.1:12-13) 

E. New and sinless identity. Eternal Forgiveness. 14 

1. Of all sin, past, present, future; thought, word, deed. 

V. The New Humanity looks like this: 7 things. 12-14 

A. Heart Compassion. oiktrimos = pity, mercy, a feeling of genuine care. 

1. Heart: actually internal organs = splanchna = deepest seat of human emotions in that world. 

2. It is the feeling you get in your gut when you see suffering and trauma and want to help. 

B. Kindness: crestotes = goodness, generosity 

1. Simple, practical goodness to others.  

2. Kindness is an antibiotic for animosity and contempt. 

a) Luke 6:35-36. Direct instruction to overcome evil with Good. 

b) Rom.12:17-21. Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

C. Humility: tapeinos. The opposite of arrogance, cancer of the ego. 

1. Not looking down, even on yourself. Not thinking less of yourself, but of yourself less. 

2. Nothing to prove or lose, no dog in the fight. 1 Cor.4:4 
  



 

D. Meekness/Gentleness: prautes. 

1. Not overly impressed with one’s self-importance. 

2. Therefore: Concern for the feelings of other. Opposite of rude or harsh. 

3. Willingness to make concessions, to give in. 

4. Aware of and living under God’s sovereignty. Gen.50:20 

E. Patience: makrothumia. Long-tempered. 

1. Self-restraint that allows us to bear insult or injury without retaliation or revenge. 

2. A state of emotional calm in the face of provocation or misfortune. 

F. Bearing with each other: Anexomenoi = to endure, put up with. 

1. Sometimes just “putting up with people” is all you can do! 

G. Forgiving each other: Charidzomai = pardon, be gracious. 

1. A Characteristic of emotional generosity. 

H. Does this mean there are no parameters in Christian relationships?  

1. No. Matt.18:15-20. 

2. When we truly sin against each other, even though the long-term goal is forgiveness, the short-

term process may be confrontation, separation, discipline of some sort. 

I. But Paul is talking about basic attitudes and characteristics that make the Matt.18 passage work. If we 

are not people skilled in these ways, the Matt.18 passage will turn into a mean court scene. 

VI. How do these characteristics work in real life?  

A. They always occur in community. 

1. There is no love without the risk of relationship. 

2. You and your dog are not a community. 

B. They always shine in conflict.  People like this look very different in conflict. They glow. 

1. momphe = complaints between people, grievance, quarrels, complaints 

2. Verbal form = to chew somebody out, upbraid them, rail on them because they failed you or 

offended you.  

C. They always grow from the Love of God in Christ.14 

1. The Love of God controls us. 2 Cor.5:14 

 

VII. How can we cooperate with the Lord in developing these? Hint: not by shear will-power. 

A. View conflict as growth. Spiritual formation, growing pains. 

1. We grow spiritually when we work through conflict, trials, etc. 

2. The church grows Christlike when it works through conflict. 

3. When you’re angry, ask, Why am I Angry right now? The anger is probably more dangerous to 

you and your relationships than the thing or person you are angry at. 

4. Remember that the same sun that softens wax hardens clay. Which will it be? 

B. Let suffering temper you. Jas.1:1-4. 

1. Sharing grief, pain, sorrow, and loss binds people in love. 

2. Experiencing failure, sin, stumbling and restoration. 

C. Face your own evil squarely. (3:5-9) 

1. Admitting our own evil and sin, our need for grace. 

2. When we refuse to forgive it is usually because we consider ourselves “above” the behavior of the 

sinner we’re angry at. Interesting how we can forgive other’s sins when their sins are ours, too. 

D. Remember that the Lord is the ultimate New Man, and feels these toward you. Rom.8:1-2, 31-39 

1. These are His character traits. Compassion is the emotion most associated with Christ. 

2. His forgiveness toward us is the motivation for our forgiveness of others. 

3. His record for living this way has been given to us legally, so that we can rest in His 

accomoplisment even as we grow into His likeness.  

4. His Cross and Resurrection has done this in is and for us. 

 


