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Colossians 3:15-17 

New Humanity part 3 

 

I. John 17:14-26. What’s on Jesus’ mind just before the Cross? You and me. 

A. The unique identity of God’s people. 16-19 

B. The inclusion of all Christians along with the first disciples. 20 

C. The metaphysical unity of Christians with God and each other. 21-26 

1. Baptized into the Trinitarian Reality—an entirely different and future reality. 

D. All of this points to a new sort of humanity with a new identity and destiny in Christ that obviates all 

other religious messages and all other worldviews. 

E. Paul is instructing his Christian friends not to act religious, but to live the New Reality. 

II. You have died and been raised with Christ. Col.3:1-17 

A. You belong to another reality—Christ—another dimension, the future. 1-4 

1. You have a new destiny, identity, and goodness in you. 

B. So, kill off what’s left of the old lifestyle. 5-11 (Eph.5:1-14) 

1. It is the way the condemned people live. 6;  

III. A New Spirit is shaping you—into the renewed humanity like Christ. 3:15-17. 

A. He has grasped you 12a: Chosen, Holy, Beloved 

1. You now belong to the Lord rather than to the world or to yourself. 

B. He is transforming you. 12b  

1. He develops a New Character (His Character). 12 

a) Compassion where there used to be contempt 

b) Kindness where there used to be cruelty 

c) Humility where there used to be arrogance 

d) Gentleness (meekness) where there used to be harshness 

e) Patience where there used to be anger. 

2. Which Creates a New Community. 13-14.   

a) Bearing with one another, flexing, wobble room. 

b) Forgiving because you realize you have been forgiven much.  

c) Loving because that is the new reality that connects everything else. 

d) These three behaviors only work among people who are being cultured in the New Character. 

The character of the people is what creates the community, the environment. 

C. Two things to note: 

1. This transformation cannot happen painlessly. 

a) The new life is forcing the old out, grief, sorrow, temptation and struggle characterize God’s 

people in this age. 

2. This new community cannot be created by policy. 

a) God does not anoint policies or programs, policies, protocols. He anoints people.  

b) It will not work if the people are not born again and leaning into the new character. 

IV. How then can we live into this? By Cooperating with Three Things. 15-17 

A. Let the Peace of Christ rule among you authoritatively. 15  

1. The peace of Christ: The peace (shalom) that Christ has secured for us with God as it works its 

way out in our relationships with each other.  

a) Eph.4:1-6. The Unity of the Spirit. We don’t create it, but we do nourish it. 

b) When we have a deep peace about who we are and that the Lord has really saved us, it brings 

about an interpersonal peace that the Spirit of God initiates and maintains by continually 

focusing us on Christ, on the gospel. 

2. Rule: Brabeuo = to play the umpire, control, direct. Have real authority. 

a) Letting Christ’s peace shape our attitudes when we conflict with each other. Have control 

over how we do everything. 
  



 

3. In your hearts.  

a) From the inside out, authentically, naturally. 

b) In relationship to each other (called in one body) 

4. To which you were called. (Jn.17:20-21) 

a) He called you for this specific reality, this purpose. 

5. Learning by contrast: Jas.3:13-18.  

a) A mature Christian can tell when there is a “disturbance of the peace.” 

6. But how can we let the peace of Christ rule? … By letting the Word of Christ dwell richly! 

B. Let the Word of Christ dwell among you richly. 16 

1. The Word of Christ is the gospel as it changes our thinking.  

a) The message about Him revealed all throughout Scripture. 

b) His Person, His Work for us and in us, His Mission.  

2. The richness of its “dwelling” means that it permeates the fellowship.: “Richly suggests that this 

constant reference to the word of Christ should not be superficial or passing but that it should be a 

deep and penetrating contemplation that enables the message of have transforming power in the 

life of the community.”  

a) In wise teaching and admonition shaped by the Lord. 

(1) Teaching: didaskalos = instruction through discourse. 

(a) Positive instruction in the truth and entailments of it. 

(2) Admonition/instruction: noutheteo = instruct/correction, warn.  

(a) Rom.15:14: instruct. A mark of maturity. 

(b) Dict: caution, advise or counsel against something; to reprove or correct in a warm or 

friendly manner; to urge to duty. 

(3) With all wisdom. Appropriate to the need for spiritual growth. 

(a) There is such a thing as unwise teaching and admonition. 

(4) Gal.2:14. Gospel wisdom is not just any sort of theological or Bible knowledge, but a 

deep understanding of Who Jesus is and what He did that has become a forming intuition 

within the heart of the believer as we let Scripture shape our understanding. We help each 

other stay in this reality. 

b) In praise and worship from the heart focused on the Lord:  

(1) Singing psalms, hymns, spiritual songs. (songs from the Spirit) 

(a) Three interchangeable terms for praise songs to God. 

(b) 17 imperative commands in the OT to sing (zamar) to the Lord. (1 Ch.16:9; Isa.12:5; 

Ps.9:12; 30:5; 33:2; 47:6 (4 times!); 47:8; 66:2; 68:5,33; 98:5; 105:2; 135:3; 147:7) 

3. The Fullness of the Spirit is living in the Word of Christ. 

a) Eph.18-21. Be being filled with the Spirit, singing … 

b) Col.3:16. Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly, singing... 

C. Let the Name of Christ condition your life completely. Matt.11:29 

1. Under His authority. The Saving Lord 

a) Doing what He says in the Word because you are being… 

2. Formed by His character. Learn from me. 

a) Learning to think like Him because you have been … 

3. Immersed in His Grace. 

a) The fact that he has taken your blame and given you his goodness. 

b) The fact that his love toward you is pressing you forward in him. 2 Cor.5:14 

c) This is a permanent reality you have been immersed in—the Trinitarian Reality, the Kingdom. 

4. Baptism represents all of these.  

 


