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I Have Called You Friends 

Colossians 4:7-18 

 

I. I have called you friends… Jn.15:12-17 (This was the night he washed their feet) 

A. God created us to be lovers: givers and receivers of love: friendship. 

1. Friend = philos = beloved one. 

2. Aloneness was the one thing that God said was not good prior to sin in the world. 

a) He created man in his image, but man was alone. That cannot be, because God is not 

alone. He is Three. So God created Eve and gave them to each other. Together they 

would make a child and a family would be born. This is a shadow of God Himself. 

B. Because love is the metaphysical Source of the universe—God is Trinity:  

1. Love, is the energy at the metaphysical center of the universe, not  

2. Three persons in ecstatic personal unity. Three Friends who are One in Essence in such a 

way that there is only One God. 

C. Therefore, in Christ, Friendship is a much deeper concept than we think.  

1. This is not “Facebook” friendship (or un-friendship) 

2. Spiritual Friendship is love anchored in the next age. Paul talks about it in Colossians 3-4. 

 

II. In Christ, God’s Love animates us as a supernatural community of spiritual friends (1 Jn.3:9): Col.3 

(We are far from perfect in this, but it is the Reality we are part of) 

A. We share a new Life Source, in the next age: Regeneration. 3:1-5 

1. You have died here already, lost your franchise. 

2. Your life is hidden with Christ in God. 

B. We are part of a new family/community: The Church. 3:5-4:1. See 3:11 

1. Why does Paul not talk about the individual experiencing self? Because so much of the new 

life is experienced in relationship with other Christians. 

2. The sins are sins with and against people. 

3. The virtues are experienced with and for other people. 

4. The characteristics of the new life are all interpersonal. 

a) The fruit of the Spirit is meaningless in isolation from others 

C. We share a new communication with God: Prayer. 4:2-4 (God-confidence rather than self) 

1. Friendship with God that includes constant communication, Prayer. 

D. We share a new and eternal purpose: The Mission. 4:5-6  

1. Representing Christ as the gracious Lord. Acts 1:8 

2. Drawing more people into God’s personal life. 

III. We have a new sort of interpersonal relationship: Spiritual Friendship. 4:7-18  
A. This is essentially a list of friends and greetings.  

B. What would your list look like? How much of it would be people who love the Lord?  

IV. Nine friends. Col.4:7-18 

A. Tychicus. Carried Colossians, Ephesians, Philemon 

1. Beloved brother in the Lord, Faithful Servant, Fellow slave of the Lord 

2. Perhaps converted during Paul’s Ephesian ministry 

3. Went with Paul on his risky “gift trip” to Jerusalem (Acts 20:4). 

B. Onesimus. A converted runaway slave, owned by a Christian brother in Colossae, Philemon. 

1. Paul doesn’t mention any of this, which is significant. 

a) Do you know what not to mention about people? 

2. Faithful and beloved brother from Colossae. “One of you.” 

 



C. Aristarchus: Close associate of Paul from Thessalonica. 

1. Currently in jail with Paul (fellow prisoner) 

2. Seized along with Paul in Ephesian riots (52-55AD) (Acts 19:29) 

3. Guarded Paul and the gift to Jerusalem. (Acts 20:4) 

4. Shipmate with Paul on his “shipwreck trip” to Rome (Acts 27:2) 

D. John Mark. Barnabas’ cousin and former ministry partner. (15 years ago) 

1. John Mark was a close friend of Peter and author of Gospel of Mark.  

2. He was part of Paul’s first missionary team (46 AD) but quit and went home half way 

through, which really broke trust with Paul. (Acts 15:36-41) 

3. Paul had a serious blow-out with Barnabas about Mark in previous years (Acts 15:36-41), but 

it seems to have been healed by this time (60AD) 

E. Jesus Justus. Jewish Christian and friend of Paul. 

1. One of the men whose presence and ministry comforted Paul. 

F. Epaphras. A Colossian brother who probably came to Christ during Paul’s Ephesian ministry and 

started the churches in Colossae, Hierapolis and Laodicea.  

1. Struggling (agonidzomai) in prayer. 

2. Intent on their standing mature, fully assured/convinced. 

3. Working hard for them and for Christians in Hierapolis and Laodicea 

G. Luke. Gentile convert to Christ and Paul’s traveling companion. 

1. A doctor: probably helped Paul on more than one occasion. 

2. A writer: Author of Gospel of Luke and Acts (1/4 of the NT) 

3. An historian: Luke 1:1-4 

H. Demas. One time worker who later deserted. (2 Tim.4:10) 

1. Something went wrong between the writing of Colossians and 2 Timothy four years later. 

I. Nympha. A sister who owned a home and opened it for church work in Colossae. 

1. Mostly men did the traveling and teaching (very dangerous), but they did not treat the sisters 

as inferior in any way. And the sisters also traveled (Phoebe. Rom.16:1) 

2. From Jesus onward women were treated as equal partners in ministry. They contributed 

financially and administratively in the work of the kingdom. 

V. Six characteristics of spiritual friendships. 

A. They are centered in Christ. 7 (even though very diverse and different in other ways) 

1. If you took the Lord out of the relationship, would it suffer? If not, it’s not Spiritual. 

B. They are tangibly connected. Epaphras, Justus, Nympha. 13, 15 

1. Knowledgeable: 13.  I bear him witness = vouch for him. 

2. Comforting. 11. (paregoria = comfort, consolation) 

3. Hospitable. 15. Nympha opens her house. Sharing stuff, money, time.  

C. They are gracious. Mark and Onesimus. 9, 10 

1. Willing to flex with differences. Give wobble room. 

2. Able and willing to forgive and move forward. 

D. They are influential toward faith. Epaphras 8, 12 

1. Spiritual friendships support maturity and confidence in Christ. 

2. They also correct us at times. Archippus (17). 

E. They are steeped in prayer. 12 

1. Spiritual friends pray for each other seriously and strenuously. 

F. They are able to let go. Demas. 14; 2 Tim.4:10-11 

1. Demas later deserted Paul. You can’t force people to be loyal to you or Christ. 

VI. All because they are modeled after Christ’s love for his friends. Jn.15:13 

A. The model of laying down one’s life for others is the model of divine friendship. 

B. 2 Cor.5:21. Be reconciled to God. That Friendship is the source of all others. 

 


