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Spiritual Friendship in Action 

Philemon 1-7 

 

I. John 17:11-26. Christ’s High Priestly Prayer for Two Crucial Things 

A. For the New Covenant experience of God’s intensely personal, Fatherly love. 23 (Jn.1:12-13) 

1. The Father loves you like He loves Jesus—through the grace of Christ. 

B. For a supernatural and living unity among us. Like in the Trinity. 21 

1. Their practical Spiritual Friendship: Agape in action. 26b 

2. True Holy Spirit Love that supernaturally binds God’s people. 26b 

3. The relational, existential, Holy Spirit unity called “Koinonia” Sharing. 

II. We ended Colossians with a meditation on Spiritual friendship from the last chapter of that letter.  

A. Philemon is an “up close and personal” peek into how this Spiritual Friendship actually works in the 

stress of daily life in a fallen world.  

III. Philemon: 

A. The letter itself. Unique in the NT 

1. Personal but not private, and very pastoral—Spiritual direction. 

2. Carried by Tychicus along with Colossians. Early 60s AD 

B. The cast of characters 

1. Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother. 

a) Under house arrest in Rome awaiting trial before Nero 

2. Philemon, An old friend of Paul who was possibly converted during Paul’s Ephesian ministry 

some 10 ago. (Early 50s) 

a) Apphia. Possibly Philemon’s wife 

b) Archippus. Probably a leader in the Colossian church and possibly the son of 

Philemon and Apphia. 

3. Onesimus (Useful). A slave of Philemon in Colossae who somehow found himself with Paul 

in Rome. 

C. The tense situation. 

1. Onesimus had probably run away and possibly stolen something to finance his escape. 

2. But then he converted to Christ under Paul’s influence in Rome. 

D. The pastoral purpose. 

1. To specifically influence Philemon to man up and do the right thing in light of the new 

situation: to forgive and welcome Onesimus in a new sort of relationship. 

2. To do KingdomThink rather than WorldThink. 

 

IV. The Letter in Outline. 

A. A warm greeting. 1-7 

B. A clear implication. 8-20 

1. Think like a Christian, Philemon. 

C. A confident expectation. 21-22 

D. A warm greeting. 23-25 

  



 

V. How do you know that you are relating as a Spiritual Friend? Four indicators: 1-7 

A. You live in the new Reality/Identity. 2 Cor.5:14-21 (Col.3:1-5) 

1. Paul sees himself and his friends through the kingdom reality, God’s permanent Grace and 

Transformation. 

2. He refuses to view this situation through WorldThink. 

 

B. Therefore, You find yourself identifying and encouraging what God is doing in other’s lives. 6 

1. Paul prays for and hears about Philemon’s faith and love for the Lord. 

2. Discerning spiritual growth and getting behind it with verbal encouragement.  

 

C. Therefore, You have a bias for specific and Spiritual prayer. 6  

1. That the shared experience of faith in Christ… 

a) Koinonia = sharing = the sharing of the love and faith just mentioned and experienced 

together as a group. 

b) Supernatural Spirit Work: This is regeneration experienced and shared as a body, 

among Spiritual friends in worship, prayer, meditation on the Word. 

2. May become effective… 

a) It doesn’t always become effective 

b) There is a great deal of ineffective faith, faith that does not grow in understanding of 

what we have in Christ, that doesn’t change the character or behavior. 

3. Leading you to understand and put into practice… 

a) True understanding of the gospel and the Word by the Spirit will put you into practice 

of some sort. 

4. All the good that God has put in us and among us… 

a) He has put good in and among us 

b) A deeper understanding of God’s practical grace, promises, transformation, and so 

forth, in us and among us. 

c) To recognize and do what is good, based on the good that God has done in and 

among us. 

5. For the sake of Christ. 

a) So that we live because of who Christ is and what He did, under his name (authority 

and identity). 

 

D. Therefore, You bring rest to others. 7 

1. Refreshment: anapauo = to cause someone to become physically refreshed as a result of 

resting from work.  

2. An agent of joy, comfort and love. 

 

VI. All this because the Lord has supplied these things to us by his grace. Matt.11:29. 

A. By his sacrifice has lifted our burdens and become our Rest. Come to Me and find rest for your souls 

B. We must let our full weight down on him if we are to know and be people of Shalom. 

 

 


